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THE 
K* E n T: 
or THE 


SELECT COMMITTEE 


| appointed by the Ho v 8 E of Coma MONS 


to inquire into EasT-Inpria Ar- 
FAIRS. FIN 


H E. Coinkifittos whd were appointed to in- 
quire into the nature, ſtate, and condition of 
the Eaſt-India Company, and of the Brit) affairs 
in the Eaſt Indies, and to whom the petition of 
Gregore Cojamaul, late of Bengal in the Eaſt In- 
dies, on behalf of himſelf and others, was referred, 
have, purſuant to the order of the Houſe, examined 
the matter of the ſaid petition, and conſidering the 
lateneſs of the preſent ſeſſions, and the importance 
of the ſubject, beg leave to lay before the houſe, 
the whole of the TYIGENCE Soon barge "proceedings 


e 9 | 
97 Venetis 32 die Maii 1572. 2. Pte 


4 Colonel BURGOYNE. in, the Chair. 


p R E S E N T, 
Ma. JOHNSTONE, $1 Jonx TURNER, 


M. SUTTON, Mx. ONGLEY, 
Ma. VANE, © MX. HOTHAM, 
Ma. STRACHEY, Ma. PITT, = 
"Mx; CURZON, Ms. 8 
Ma. FULLER, Mx. ELLIS, &c. 


READ, The Petition of Gregore Cojamaul 
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To the honourable the Commens of Great ] 
| in Parliament aſſembled, +— 
The humble Petition of Gregore Cojamaul, late of 

Bengal in the Eaſt Indies, on behalf of himfel# 
and others : 855 3 


Sheweth, P 

That your petitioner, who is an Armenian Chri- 
ſtian and native of Iſpahan in Perfia, has for many 
years reſided in India as merchant, particularly 
in the provinces of Bengal and 'its dependencies, 
where thoſe of his nation have ever been allowed 
to Carry on trade, according to the antient ulages 
of thoſe countries, and even were indulged with 
certain privileges. in that reſpect. 
That your petitioner, who has ever ſtrictly con- 
formed himſelf to the uſages of thoſe reſpective 
countries, has, with many others of his nation, of 
late, been greatly impeded in their buſineſs as 
merchants, by the moſt cruel, deſtructive, and in- 
jurious regulations, and grievouſſy oppreſſed by 
long and crueb impriſonments, and otherwiſe, by 
the nominal Nabobs, and other ſerVants of the En- 
gliſh Eaſt India Company in Bengal, notwithſtand- 
ing your petitioner never in any degree injured the 
ſaid company, nor was even guilty of any breach 
of the laws, either of India or this nation, to the 
known: juſtice: of which laſt; he has already ap- 
plied for ſatisfaction for the great loſſes and inju- 
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Ties he has ſuſtained, © 

That, when your petitioner, and others, have 
been injured and oppreſſed. by ſuch impriſonments 
within the diltricts to which his Majeſty's moſt 
gracious charter of juſtice, granted to the faid com- 
pany, is not allowed to extend, they have applied 
to the ſaid nominal Nabob of Bengal for juſtice, 
Who have referred them and your petitioner to the 
preſident or ſecret committees of Calcutta in Ben- 
gal, alledging ſuch imprifonments to have been ef- 
tected by their orders; and when, on the bot 
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than before, on account of his having 
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of your petitioner and ſuch other perſons, a applica- 
ion has been made for juſtite at alen a tb the 
ſaid company's governor and preſident of the ſe- 
cret committees, they have bahn referred back to 
the ſaid Nabob; and in this grievous firuarion, 
without ever being able to kno of What crime he 
was accuſed, your petitioner, by fuck evaſions, has 
been ruined, and left without any other gemedy 
than the precarious redreſs. which he may Folübliy 
obtain from the courts of law in chi country, 
under; all che diſadvantages of ſeeking juſtice in a 
foreign land, at ſuch a diſtance from the Een of 
action, without friends or money. 

bat your petitioner, upon his l in Enge 
land, was adviſed to apply to the Directors of the 
Eaſt India company for redreſs, in conſequence of 


the injuries he bad ſuſtained by their ſervants a- 


broad, which your petitioner accordingly did in 
the moſt humble manner, but has never yet Been 
able to obtain * nnen n e * ho- 


0 nourable Board. + "+ Yi. 


That your peritioner is about ene 7 

pt where under the pre- 
is apprehenſie his per- 
ſony, property, and family, as: well las the reſt of 
his nation, will be«<xpoſed' to greater hardſhips 
applied for 
juſtice in England, unleſs protecteq; By ſame» effeg- 
tual regulations of government by the Briufh Le- 


Le a: te d #taido lg ni ten Thi! 


Tour petitioner, therefore humbly: prays hs 

_ honourable. : e to take this caſe into 
Fonſideration, and grant ſuch relief in the pre- 
—— miſes wich reſpect to the fututt ſecurity of 
perſons and property in Bengal, as th the wil- 

ut weben of this bonaurabie K * n 

- meet a A 1 1.44, 

0 le 0 (Signed): 
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Ihe committee then read parts of a letter writ- 
ten by Lord Clive, upon his leaving Bengal, to 
Mr. Verelſt, and the reſt of the gentlemen of the 
ſelect committee, dated the 16th of January 1767, 
as follows: | A. higl 

«© Tx firſt point in politics, which I offer to 
your conſideration, is the Form of Government. 
We are ſenſible that, | ſince the acquiſition of 
the Dewanny, the power formerly belonging to 
the Soubah of theſe. provinces, is totally, in fact, 
veſted in the Eaſt India company. Nothing re- 
mains to him but the name and ſhadow of au- 
thority, This name however, this ſhadow, it 


is indiſpenſibly neceſſary we ſhould ſeem to ve- 


nerate; every mark of diſtinction and reſpect muſt 
be ſhewn him, and he himſelf encouraged to ſhew 
his reſentment upon the leaſt want of reſpect 
from other nations.“ , | gy 
Under the ſanction of a Soubah, every en- 
croachment that may be attempied by foreign 
powers can effectually be cruſhed, without any 
apparent interpoſition of our on authority, and 
all real grievances complained of by them, can, 
through the ſame channel, be examined into and 
redreſſed. Be it therefore always remembered, 
that there is a Soubah, that we have allotted him 
'a ſtipend, which mult be regularly paid, in ſup- 
port of his dignity; and that though the revenues 
belong to the company, the territorial juriſdiction 
muſt ſtill reſt in the chiefs of the country acting 
under him, and this preſidency in conjunction. 
To appoint the company's {ervants to the offices of 
collectors, or indeed to do any act by an exertion 
of the Engliſh power, which can equally be done 
by the Nabob at our inſtance, would be throwing 
off the maſk, would be declaring the company 
Soubah of the provinces. Foreign nations would 
immediately take umbrage, and complaints pre- 
ferred to the Britiſh court might be attended with 


very 
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very embarraſſing conſequences. Nor can it be 
ſuppoſed, that either the French, Dutch, or Danes, 
would readily acknowledge the company's Sou- 
bahſhip, and pay into the hands of their ſervants 
the duties upon trade, or the quit · rents of thoſe diſ- 
tricts which they may have long been poſſeſſed of 
by virtue of the royal phirmaunds, or grants from 
former Nabobs. IS | ps 
To what I have urged in general upon the 
ſubject of regulations, I beg leave to add a few 
words io relation to one particular point: all the 
company's ſervants at the Aurungs, all thoſe at the 
out · factories, except ſuch as as are fixed at the 
ſubordinates, and are neceſſarily employed in the 
ſilk bulineſs, all free merchants, muſt be recall- 
ed, and their place of reſidence confined to Calcut- 
ta. Orders for this purpoſe have already been iſ- 
ſued, and the time for their being obeyed is li- 
mited. Herein no conſideration whatſoever, 
ſcarcely humanity itſelf, except in any very extra- 
ordinary inſtance, ſhould tempt you to relax; for 
be aſſured, that until cheſe regulations take place, 
the company cannot be properly ſaid to enjoy their 
zafſt rights and privileges, nor the natives to be 
maſters of their own property. _ 3 
Another growing evil, which requires a ſpee- 
dy remedy, is the number of vagabonds that in- 
feſt the preſidency.” All thoſe mult be apprehend- 


. 


ed and embarked on board ſhips for Europe 
without delay. In their native country they may 


become uſeful to the public, but in Calcutta the 
are worſe than idlers. Our police is not perfel 
enough to prevent their being guilty of many out- 
rages, of which I need only mention the oppreſſing 
the poor inhabitants, and the retailing of ſpirituous 
liquors, which deſtroy the conſtitution and lives of 
many of our ſoldiers.” Fo 2 et 
The committee then read part of a minute of 
Mr. Verelſt, who ſucceeded Lord Clive in the 
government of Bengal, as recorded in the pro- 

Ie ceeding 
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ceedings of a ſele& committee held on the gch of 
February 1767, at which were alſo preſent Colonel 
Richard Smith, Francis Sykes, Claud Ruſſel, and 
Alexander Cam pbell, Eſqrs. viz. 

„ Lord Clive, in his letter to this committee, 
has been ſo very explicit on the preſent ſtate of 
affairs, and has fixed on ſo judicious and ſo wiſe 
a plan of politics, that I conſider it as my duty to 
recommend in the moſt earneſt manner, our ſtriet- 
ly adhering thereto, from a conviction that it is a 
plan the beſt calculated to inſure ſtability to the 
affairs of the company, to preſerve harmony and 
concord amongſt ourſelves, and to eſtabliſn that 
order, regularity, and-ſubordination, without which 
the greateſt. and moſt opulent kingdoms cavnot 
long ſubſiſt. Though his - Lordſhip is no longer 
preſent to aſſiſt us in thoſe ſalutary meaſures for 
the welfare of the company, which he had fo 
much at heart, and in the proſecution of which 
he riſked his health, his life, and every thing dear, 
yet the legacy he has left us will ſerve as a guide 
for our future conduct, in the weighty and im- 
portant concerns of chis government. 

The petitioner, Gregore Cojamaul, was then 
called upon to give an account of the circumſtance 
of his being taken up and copfined, to the time 
of his releaſement and embarkation for England, 
Which he did in the following words: 

On the 14th of March 1768, Rajah. Bulwant- 
Gog' s officer ſeized me at Bara Fort, and told me 
it was in conſequence of an order chat the Rajah 
had received from the Calcutta governor, Mr. 
Verelſt. Then I was taken to different forts under 
forty men, who guarded me. On the — they 
put me in a boat, where was another priſoner 
an Armenian gentleman, called Melcomb Philip. 
We were carried to Chowfah, where I received 
from the Rajah. and his miniſters letters of cando- 


lence on my n ee and en of my 
conduct. 
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ondudt. - After ſome days we were carried to 
Patna, where we arrived the goth of March, and 
we were carried before the company's collector, 
named Shitabroy, who confined us in his Cutcherry 
till the 6th of April, He then ſent away Rajah 
Bulwantling's guards, and put Engliſh ſepoys 
over us. As ſoon as the guard was changed, they 
carried us into a boat in ſuch a hafty manner, that 


. we could not know what we were accuſed of: 


One day we heard there was an order of Mr. Ve- 
relſt, the governor of Calcutta, that we ſhould be 
carried to Murſhadabad, before Mahomed Reza 


. Khawn. We arrived at Murſhadabad on the 26th 


of April 1768, and we were carried before Ma- 
homed Reza Khawn, who was the ſuperior of the 


Engliſh collectors. He ordered us to be carried 


to a place called Terrahbag. , On the 25th of 


April, the firſt ſepoys guard were ſent away, and 


other Engliſh ſepoys were put in their place, un- 
der the command of Major Chriſtian Fiſher.— 


While we were priſoners, our relations and friends 
applied to the Nabob to releaſe us, who told them 


he had wrote to Calcutta for orders. At Calcutta 
our relations preſented a petition to the governor 
and council, which was preſented to Mr. Verelſt 
himſelf, who told them to go and apply to the 
Nabob at the city of Murſhadabad. On the. 2 3d 
of May we were releaſed. We went to Calcutta, 


where we arrived the 8th of June. On the 10th 


we. waited on Mr. Verelſt, to know his pleaſure. 
He inſiſted we had not been priſoners. I told 
Mr, Verelſt that I had tranſacted bufineſs for ſome 
Engliſh gentlemen, under a purwannah, fealed 
with the company's ſeal ; he ſaid, If this is the 
caſe, then you are blameleſs : bring the purwan- 


nah and ſhew it me. I did not bring my pur- 
wannah to ſhew him, being 


adviſed not to do it, 
becauſe the other gentleman, Melcomb Philip, 
told me that he had carried his, and oo — 

8 Verelſt 
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Verelſt had detained it, Afterwards I was diſ- 
trefſed, from an order that no Armenian or Por- 
tugueze ſhould go out of the Engliſh dominions; 
10 I remained without having my Rds, or being 
able to collect my money, which determined me 
to come to this country to ſeek for juſtice.” 

Q. To what value do you ſuppoſe the goods 
and debts you left behind you amounted 5 

A. In all ;,co00l. 

Q. Was that belonging to yourſelf? * 

A. Ves. | 

Q. Did you leave no goods or debts with which 
you was intruſted by other people ? 

A. I did. 

Q. Whoſe goods? | 

A. Mr. Bolts's and Mr. Hare's. I gueſs about 
10 or 12,0001. worth. | 

Q. In what part of the country were choſe 
goods and debts ? 

A. In Bulwantſing's dominions. 

Q. Since that time have you received no ac- 
count of your own debts, or thoſe belonging to 
Mr. Bolts or Mr. Hare ? | | 

A. I have had no account—l have been in 
England ſince Auguſt 1769. 

Q. Did you never hear that the company 8 
ſervants Fe forbid to trade in Bulwantſing's 
country? 

A. No— ! think the company's ſervants were 
allowed to trade in that country, becauſe I have 
often ſeen goods there belonging to the Engliſh, 
and have ſeen Engliſh Gomaſtahs in that country. 

Q. Do you think your goods and debts, toge- 
ther with thoſe of Mr. Bolts and Mr, Hare, are 
loſt, ſo that you ſhall never receive them ? 

A. I don't expect a farthing. 


Q. Of the 5,0001. you left, what part was in 
goods and what in debts? 


A. Rather more in debts than goods, 


Q. When 


Es 
Q. When you left that country did you ou 


| upon your — as good ? 


A. At that time every one was 51 | 

Q. What part of Mr. Bolts's and Mr. Hare's 
property left behind, was in n goods, and what in 
debts? ?; 


A. As 1 gueſs, rather more in goods than”! in 
debts. 


Q. Did you apprehend thay: their debts * 


good when you left that country * 
A. They were good. 


Q. Do you know of any goods of Engliſh ma. 


nufacture bene ſold in Bulwantſing's country | ? 


A. No. 


Q. Do you know of any Engliſh broad. cloth 


and Copper, or other Engliſh commodities, -being 
ſold in Bulwantſing's or Shujah ul Dowla's country? 


A. I never ſaw it, but have heard of it. 

Q. At what time was it that you have heard of 
Engliſh goods being fold in Bulwantſing's PT 

A. Between 1767 and 1768. 

Mr, Cojamaul's original purwannah was then 
produced, and declared by Mr. Rumbold to be 
the purwannah iſſued by him when he was chief 
of Patna—it was interpreted by ts Manoa as 
follows : | 

SEAL. The magnificent Merchants of th 
Engliſh Company, the Dewans of the magnificent 
Provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, ſervants. 
of the bold King Shah Allum. 

The Governors, Zemindars, Chowdries and Ca- 
nongoes, of the diltricts belonging to the province 
of Gharipore, which belongs to the great province 
of Oud, may obſerve—Siace Gregore, Gomaſtah, 
being appointed by Mr. Francis Hare, Gent. to 
buy and fell goods, he going into that country, 
that he may carry on trade for the aboveſaid gen- 
tleman, for the ſpace of fix months, it is neceſſary 
that nobody ſhall interrupt him, that he may carry 
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on trade by uprightneſs wich an th mind z It is 
neceſſary, that they having obſerved the power of 
this order, may put it in execution. Bated the 
goth of October 1769, in the gth year of the King.“ 

Mr. Cojamaul was then aſked, Had you ever 
any warning or notice either from the ſervants of 


the Engliſh company, or Bulwantſing, or any of 
- his officers, that you was conducting yourſelf im- 


properly, before you was ſeized and nnn L 
A. I never had any notice. 
Q. Did you think that v ee. gave you 
authority to trade for Mr. Bolts? 

A. No. 

Q. Had you any purwannah to rade for Mr. 
Bolts? "4 

A, No. 

Q. Had you a right to trade for the Engliſh 
without a purwannah? _ 

A. I had, being a merchant ſettled in that 
country, 

Q. If you had a right to trade without a pur- 
wannah, ahar uſe was there in having one ? 

A. I was adviſed, if 1 did any buſineſs for 
Engliſh gentlemen, to get one I had liberty and 
permiſſion from the Rajah Bulwantſing to do buſi- 
neſs in that country, and never was moleſted; the 
Rajah and the people were ſatisfied. 

Q Was Gharipore part of ann 
country ? 

A. It was. 

Q: When you came to this kingdom, did you 
apply to the Eaſt-India Company ? 

A. I arrived in London the 18th of Auguſt 


1769. I preſented a petition to the court of di- 
rectors on the 12th of September, and I never had 


any anſwer, In October the ſecretary ſent me a 


letter, that he would be glad to ſpeak with me 
any morning. I employed Mr. Bolts, becauſe I 1 
could not talk Engliſh myſelf. 


Q. Did Mr. Verelſt ever deſire you to give . 


2 n 
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is 2 liſt of your goods, and ſay he would aſſiſt you 


of in recovering them? 

he Mt ed nin FO Mot eee 
5 Q. When you carried an trade in Bulwantſing's 
er country, did you ever make uſe of the Engliſh 
of name? WT 1 frre 
0 \ A. I did not, I had no occaſion, becauſe I was 
1 a merchant... I traded for Engliſh gentlemen, but 


did not call myſelf an Engliſh Gomaſtah, nor ſaid 

I traded by Engliſh authority, - 
U Thomas Rumbold, Eſq; being then called, ſaid, 
with regard to purwannahs, they are of very diffe- 
rent kinds. When they are iſſued in the manner 
of that produced, for the purchaſe of goods, the 
ſervants of the Company have only been entitled to 
them They exempt the poſſeſſor from all duties 
or impoſitions of the officers of the country govern- 
ment, and no man reſiding in Bulwantſing's country 
without them, or within the provinces, could have 
carried on their buſineſs without being liable to fre- 
quent interruption and demands of duties from 
the farmers of the diſtricts. I believe there has been 
no Armenians reſiding in Shujah Dowla's coun 
till the influence obtained by the Engliſh; and they 
were after that, in common with other gomaſtaha, 
employed by the ſervants of the Company. It 
was ſome time doubtful whether we had a right to 
grant thoſe ꝓurwannahs for the purchaſe of goods 
within his dominions: it had however been for 
ſome time done and no notice taken of it, probably 
from Shujah Dowla's being affraid of offending the 
Engliſh after being put in poſſeſſion of his coun- 
In courſe of time complaints came, that the 
gomaſtahs of the Engliſh were guilty of many op- 
preſſions in that country. Many letters were wrote 
by Shujah Dowla; ſome I received myſelf, and 
General Smith, who was at the court of Shujah 
Dowla, often made repreſentations to me how dif- 
nt ee 1 agreeable 
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agreeable it was to the Nabob to have thoſe go- 
maſtahs reſiding with ſuch a protection within his 
country; this occaſioned orders from the preſident 
and council of Fort William, that no purwannahs 
ſhould in future be granted, that all the gomaſtahs 
ſhould be recalled, and, that when goods paſſed the 
boundaries of the Bahar province, whether belong- 
ing to the natives of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, or 
not, ſhould be ſubject to the duties collected by 
Shujah Dowla's officers from other merchants— 
in ſhort, that the Engliſh privilege ſhould be with- 
drawn. I believe that thoſe orders from the preſi- 
dent and council were in conſequence of ſome di- 
rections from home All men who had thoſe pur- 
wannahs were entitled to particular privileges, and 
exemption from all duties of the country govern- 
ment. When the orders came for recalling the go- 
maſtahs, ſeveral genlemen at Patna repreſented 
that they ſhould ſuffer greatly by the immediate 
recall of their gomaſtahs, before they could have 
time to adjuſt their concerns, and ſeveral who 
made this repreſentation were indulged with a 
longer time; but there appearing no end to that 
indulgence, another order was ſent for their im- 
mediate return and to deliver up their purwan- 
nahs. This order was ſignified to the ſeveral 
gentlemen I had granted purwannahs to; many of 
the purwannahs were re-delivered to me. I can- 
not ſpeak particularly to the purwannahs of theſe 
Armenians, why it was not given up, or whether 
the time was elapled—Several gomaſtahs ſtill re- 
mained in Shujah Dowla's country, and took the 
names of Engliſh gentlemen, three in particular 
took my name, and were ſeized either by Shu- 
Jah Dowla or the troops acting under Captain Har- 
per. Mr. Verelſt, preſident at Calcutta, wrote to 
me that he was ſurprized there ſhould be men act- 
ing for me 1n that country, when the orders from 
the preſidency had ſo frequently been repeated a- 


gainſt 36 


miſſion of Shujah Dowla, to provide timber at a 
place called e for building barracks for 


ro buy and ſell? 
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2 it. I wrote him for 1 7 1 was very clad 
ey had been taken up, and hoped they would 
meet with a due puniſhment I) ing in my name 


without any authority from me. The only go- 
maſtahs that I kept in the country at that time, 


were for the ſervice of the Company, and by per- 


the troops. I never had any complaints from Mr. 
Hare, who was the ſecond at Patna, of thoſe people, 
who by that purwannah had acted as his gomaſtahs, 


being ſeized I cannot recollect the time, but Mr. 


Its wrote to me, mentioning theſe Armenians be- 


ing in Shujah Powla's country, and recommending 


to me to employ; them as my, gomaſtahs; he par- 
ticularly mentioned to me the adv es that 
would ariſe by carrying on a particular trade by 


them. I declined employing them. 


Q. At what time did you receive thoſe c come 


plaints from Shujah ul Dowla? 


A. I cannot, always charge, my memory with 


the particular time. 


Q. Did not Mr. Johnſtone, preſenr the puren, 
nah now produced, to you, ſeveral days ago, to 
look at the date, that you N be makter: of 


he ſubject ? 


A. Certainly, 

Q.. Did you underſtand this purwannah was both 
„. Undoubtedly. 
Q. By what ſtipulation of treaty or other regu- 

lation, did the exemprion of duties ariſe. 1 in conſe- 

quence of the Engliſh purwannah in Bulwant- 
fing's and Shujah Dowla's country? | 

Refers back to the former part of his . 
Do you remember the date when orders 

were ſent to you not to grant any more put wan- 

nahs? 
. I have many copies of tranſactions abroad, 
: which 


* 
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which I keep for my own fariefaRtiot—IE on lock- 

ng over my papers, I ſhall find the copy of the 
er, I ſhall certainly bring it to the committee. 
Q. In what light do you conſider Shitabroy ? 

A. I conſider Shitabroy as a man appointed by 
25 Nabob and Miniſters, to collect the revenues, 
with the approbation of the company's agents, on 
having the Dewannah in their poſſeſſion. | 

QA Who do you conceive the Nabob and mi- 
viſters to be appointed by ? MEI 
A. I believe the company's records will bew. 

Q. Have you any belief or knowledge concern- 
mg that yourſelf? 

A. I never wer fb the hotour* of being concerned 
in the appointment of any Nabob or Miniſter. | 
QQ. When you was chief at 78 was A 
under your direction * 

A. No. | | | ; 

Q. Was he perfeclly ape of your au- 
thorky? 

A. Intirely independent of my authority. 

Q. Do you conſider him as a ſetvant 0 the Eaſt 
Tan Company or no: 


A. No more than I confider Mahomed Reza 
Cara: 


Q. Do you 3 Mahomed Reza Cawn, as 2 
ſervant ? 
A. I conſider him as the miniſter of the Nabob. 
Q. Does Mahomed Reza Cawn receive his di- 
rections upon the affairs of government from the 
Nabob? 


A. I never was Preſent at an directions chat were 
ſene to him. 


Q. Did you ever bend or Sive any order to sti 
tabroy? 
As. I never gave 2 an order to him in my life, bot 
have made many requeſts to him as chief of the 
factory. 

Q. Was he always ſo civil as 1 grant your 
quelts ? A, He 


6 
A. He was one of the beſt bred men 1 eyer/ met 


with, and I never gave him an order.. 
What would have been the conſequence to 

Shitabroy if he had refuſed the requeſt 
A. If it had been on behalf of the Eaſt India 
company, I ſhould have repreſented it to the go- 


vernor and council of Calcutia——If dba private 
nature, 1 muſt have ſatisfied myſelf. Kar 

Q. Do you ſuppoſe, in conſequence of ſuch re- 
preſentation, Shitabroy would. have been removed 
from his office? 

A. I ſuppoſe, if it had 1550 any thidg that ma- 
terially affected the intereſt of the company, the 
Nabob would have ſhewed a reſentment to 
the officer who had charge of his buſineſs in that 
province. 

Q. Do you believe Shitabroy would. have dared 
to refuſe any requeſt coming from you officially, as 
a public officer of the company, n ter po- 
blic account? 

A. Except the requeſt had been very improper, 
I don't. believe be would. 0 | | 
Q Who pays Shitabroy his ſalary 7 FO 

A. He is paid out of the revenues, the ſame as 
other officets employed in the collection of them. 
2. Who.is it chat Pays bim, che Mabob d 
company? An 
A. Certaitiy the Nabob. He receives it out of 
the revenues, and makes up his accounts * 
year to the Nabob at Murſhadabac. 
Q. Was it paid out of the groſs revenue, or out 


of the particular revenue aſſigned to the N by 
rreaty ? 


A. Out of the groſs revenue. 
Qi. About what time were theſe l firſt 

iſſued | ? | 
A. There were etched iſſued before 1. 
chief of the factory, which Was in December 1766. 


Q. Were an yannahs: dered by Lord 
Clive? "OY 10 A. 1 


. 


A. I don't recollec. 

Q. Were purwannahs, of the fame effect as thoſu 
produced, iſſued in Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa? 

A. They were to the company's ſervants, men- 
1 the name of the gomaſtahs employed by 
them. 75 | 

Q. Could a gomaſtah, acting under ſuch a pur- 
wannah, ſend goods free of duties without a duſ- 
tuck? 00 559 
A. Certainly not The duftuck paſſes the 

ds by the different cuſtom- houſes, which are 
called chokies ; but there is a duty upon almoſt 
every ſpecies of goods that is paid to the farmer 
where thoſe goods are manufactured, which the 
duſtuck has nothing to do with, and which all the 
country merchants are ſubje& to, but which the 
purwannah given to our merchants exempts them 
from, as I have always underſtood I am not ſure 
whether the duty is paid by the purchaſer or ma- 
nufacturer, but which-ever it is, the purwannah 
exempts him have traded in Shujah Dow- 
la's country, in opium, and ſome little ſaltpetre. 
Qi. Do they pay duties in Shujah Dowla's coun- 
a: I always traded as a ſervant of the company, 
and conſequently my agents were furniſhed with 
purwannahs and duſtucks, and therefore I cannot 
ſpeak poſitively to the duties When thoſe or- 
ders came to me, every gomaſtah of mine was 
recalled. i * 0 : 

Q. Had you ever any complaints againſt Cogee 
Gregore, Cogee Melcomb, Cogee Johannes, Pa- 
dre Rafael, or Ramſunker? 1 

A. Never particularly: The complaints that [ 
heard were in general againſt the Engliſh gomal- 
tahs. | 
Q. Did you ever hear or know the cauſes for 
confining thoſe gomaſtahs? e 

A. I never heard any thing in particular about 
them. Q. Had 
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Q. Had you ever any complaint from any of 
the princes of the country, while you was chief of 
Patna, againſt Mr, Bolts ? „ 
A. No not to my recollection, _ 

The committee then proceeded to read part of 
the proceedings held at a conſultation of May 18th, 
1768, in Calcutta; at which were preſent Ha 
Verelſt, Eſq; preſident, Colonel Richard Smith, 
Richard Becher, James Alexander, Claud Ruſſell, 
William Alderſey, and Charles Floyer, Eſqrs. as 
follows : | r 

< 'The ſelect committee lay before us the fol- 
5 extract from their proceędings of the 27th 
ult. ! | a . | 
Extract from the proceedings of the ſelect 
commuttee the 27th of April 1768. 

This board being ſenſible of the great diſad- 
vantages reſulting from an immediate recall of 
gomaſtahs of individuals, at preſent trading in the 
countries of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla and Bul- 


wantſing, under the ſanction of the Engliſh, it is 


reſolved to allow them to reſide there for the ſpace 
of two months, for the adjuſtment of the affairs of 
their conſtituents, and the collection of their out- 
ftanding balances, and fhall on no account what- 
ever be allowed to engage in any new concern, and 
that they ſhall quit thoſe countries immediately 
after the expiration of the term limited for their 
reſidence. | 
And in order to facilitate the adjuſtment of 
their affairs, as well as to prevent the frauds and 
other abuſes to which ſuch a reſtriction might 
otherwiſe expoſe them, it is further reſolved and 
agreed, that the preſident do inform the Nabob 
Shujah ul Dowla and Bulwantſing, of theſe injunc- 
tions laid upon all gomaſtahs in their countries, 
and to requeſt they will grant them every reaſon- 


able aſſiſtance they may require, for the ſpeedy re- 
gulaätion of their concerns. Ha Tea 5 
BY 1 15 n,of | Q f | Pov | Agreed, 
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ce Agteed, that the foregoing reſolutions be laid 


before the preſident and council, and that we do 
recommend to them to iſſue their orders for effec- 
tually preventing in. future, any trade being car- 
ried on beyond the provinces by Gomaſtahs, aſſu- 
ming the Engliſh name. A true extract. 
{ {Signed), 
Charles Floyer. 
Secretary of the ſelect committee. 
* The ſame having been read, and we. concur- 
ring in opinion therewith, it is agreed and reſolved, 
that after the expiration. of two months, from the 
27th of April, no gomaſtahs employed by the 
Engliſh, ſhall be permitted to remain in any part 
of India, out of the provinces of Bengal, Babar, 
and Orixa, and after that period, that no com- 
pany's ſervant, free merchant, or other European, 
reſiding under the company's protection, ſhall be 
ſuffered to carry on any inland trade directly or in- 
directly, beyond thoſe limits, under a penalty; if 
a company's ſervant, of being immediately diſ- 
miſſed the ſervice; if a free merchant or other Eu- 
ropean, of forfeiting the company's protection. 
And, it is further agreed and relolved, that if any 
European whatever ſhall attempt to tranſport any 


merchandize beyond the provinces, all ſuch mer- 


chandize ſhall be ſeized and confiſcated, and the 


gomaſtalis having charge of ſuch contraband trade, 


ſhall be puniſhed with the utmoſt ſeverity, 


„All Armenians, Portugueſe, or the deſcen- 


dants of Armenians and Portugueſe, are included 
in the above reſtrictions, it being intended that 
none but the natives of the country (Muſſelmen 
and Hindoos) ſhall in future enjoy this privilege. 

* Ordered, That public notice be given of this 
reſolution, and agreed, that we acquaint the gen- 
tlemen at the ſubordinates of the ſame, and Br 


them a copy of the publication made here, that 1 
| 2 be un at their * relidences allo” 


TE 


Mr. Rum - 
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Mr. ymbold was hen asked, Menm- 
ber os el, for mar rg: e 


heir qeſcendants, and others, from trading in Shu- 

: h Dawes s Or ae 'S Gen deter the 

edict of. the 18th of May 1768, which has now 
en read? 

A. I do not recolle& any, but ſhould there have 
been any order at that time which may have ſlipt 
my memory, I hope the .committee. will not ſup- 
Py that I had any intention of ſecreting it. 

Was it not your practice at Patna to enter 
in a Book all your letters of correſpondence with 
the country powers? 

A. I believe they moſtly were, but I haye no 
copies. 

Are thoſe books tranſmitted from the ſubor- 
dinate factories to the preſidency * 2 

A. I do not believe the books of country corre- 
ſpondence have been ſo tranſmitted. © 

Q. Were thoſe general orders for withdrawing 
the gomaſtahs and purwannahs, iſſued by you, en- 
tered ? 

A, I believe they are. 

Mr. Cojamaul was then asked, When you pur- 
chaſed goods for Mr. Hare, did you pay the duty 
to the e 

A. I know of but one duty, and that goes to the 
Fouzdar or his officers: I never purchaſed any 
thing without paying a duty. 

| . Why did you not produce the purwannah 
to Excuſe Mr. Hare from paying the duty? 

A. Becauſe I did not chuſe to a& as a gomaſtah 
hyt as a merchant : 1 told Mr. Hare 1 would not 
do it. 

Q. Why did you take the py urwannah ? 

Ac] I was adviſed by my friends, but never 

uſe 
* Pans! knoy aothing of any duties whatſo- 
FCuyer, 
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ever, from which the producing that purwannah 
would. exempt you ? 

A. The force of this purwarnah, as 1 have 
heard, is to hinder the duty. in the Engliſh or any 
other dominions; but I never made uſe of it; the 
duty is trifling. 


Q. Did you charge Mr. Hare with the duties? 
A. 


Q. Why did you, when you had 2 purwannah 
that would have exempted you ? 


A. Becauſe I told Mr. Hare. at firſt, that I 


would not be employed as a gomaſtah for the Eng- 
liſh, but as a merchant. 


2. What is the force of the duſtuck ? * 
A. To paſs the goods by the Chokies. 


Q. Is there not a duty paid in the place where 
the goods are manufactured ? | 


A. Ves where ty, are bought or manufac- 
tured, 


Q. Have you your account with Mr. Hare? 
A. No, it remains in India. 


Q. Is it any diſgrace to be. an Engliſh go- 


maſtah ? 


A. A merchant 1s always reſpected more, and 
has more credit than a gomaſtah. 


Q. Is a merchant more reſpected than an Eng- 
liſh gomaſtah? 


A. It is a character of more reſpect. 


Q. Did you ever apply to Mr, Verelſt for re- 
drels? 

A. I never applied myſelf, but my friends did. 

Q, What was their application? 

A. It was for redreſs. © I have heard of no anſwer 
from my-friends, that they could get. 

, Who were thoſe friends? 
A. en Philips he ſaid he could * no 


a 


Ren Did you ever ſend any goods to Mr. Hare? 
A. I — ſent things of little conſequence. 


Lunæ 


EE, 
Lunæ 18? die Mail, 1772: 
© Colonel BURGOYNE in the chair. 
0 Pim „ ENT. 


Ma. JOHNSTONE, © Ma. TRECOTHICK, 
Ma. VANE, © Mx. ONGLEY, 
Ms. PULTENEY, Loxp CLIVE, 

Ma. SSTRACHEY, Ma. PIT, 


SIX G. ELLIOTT, Lon FOLKESTONE, 


The committee proceeded to read the follow- 
ing extracts from a letter of the governor and ſe- 
lect committee in Bengal, to the directors of the 
Faſt- India company, dated the 3 iſt of January, 
1766, ſigned, Clive, Wm. B. Sumner, John Car- 
nac, H. Verelſt, and Francis Sykes, viz. 


To us it evidently appears there remained 


but the alternative, to advance as we have done, 


and graſp; at the whole power, or to ſhrink back 


into our primitive condition of ſimple merchants, 
to abandon our poſſeſſions, diſband our forces, and 


reſt our future hopes on the clemency of princes, 


who will not eaſily forget or forgive the ſuperiority 


we have ſo long maintained. —In a word, this laſt 
meaſure was in itſelf impracticable; for we muſt 


obſerve, although with, much regret, that the miſ- 


conduct of individuals hath rendered the Eugliſh 
name ſo odious, that we are no longer ſecure, than 
while our hands are armed for the defence of our 
lives and property.” os el OY 

Read, part of the proceedings of the ſelect com- 
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mittee in Bengal, held at Varaſut the 2 1ſt of De- 


941 


cember, 1766, at which were 2 Lord Clive, 


Francis Sykes, Eſq; as follows: 


: 


= 
* 


Harry Verelſt, Eſq; Brigadier 


\ 4A | # \& N 


% Mahomed Reza Khan epreſenting to ug the 


great expence which he neceſfarily incurs in ſup- 


porting the dignity and influence of his ſtation, 


an expence which he has hitherto defrayed by re- 


ceiving 


A 


eneral Carnac, and 
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Stiri thoſe perquiſites and emoluments uſually 
annexed to his office, and deſiring that we will 
- now alſign to him a ſtated ſalary and proviſion, 
which he thinks will prove more. honourable to 
himſelf and advantageous to the revenue. 

And the committee taking into ſerious con- 
ſideration the great importance of Mahomed Reza 
Khan's particular ſtation, which is that of Naib 
Dewan and prime miniſter, the extraordinary Zeal 
and ability he has ſhewn in the diſcharge of his 
office, the expediency of maintaining him in the 
full influence due to his rank, and the benefit'tb 
the revenue that will accrue from cutting off all 
ſecret advantages and petquiſites, which 10 evi- 
dently open a door to manifold acts of fraud and 

oppreſſion, 

wk NReſolved, That! in lieu of all 7 
etholutteßts hitherto received by Mahomed Reza 

Han, and the other miniſters, agreeably to the 
cuſtom of the © country, there ſhall in future be 
1 0 * their maintenance and fupport, an 
of twelve lacks of rupees, the ſame 
"th be den ed from the monthly collections, and 
divided between Mahomed Reza Khan, Roy Dul- 
lub, and Shitabroy, in ſuch manner, and in ſuch 
11 oportions, as ſhall be ſettled by the right ho- 

Urable the preſident and them: pay ment to com- 
"ele on the laſt day of January next.” 


© Read, part of the proceedings of the governor. 


and council of Fort William, in Bengal, dated 
the roth of December, 1767, at which were pre- 
KY Harry Verelſt, Eſq; pteſident, John Cartier, 


ard eder Claud Rufſel, William Alderſey, 


Charles Floyer, and Alexander Campbell, Eſqrs. 
Alſo part of the proceedings of a ſelect oldinifhee, 
held the '1 1th of December, 1567, at which were 
reſi Mr. Verclft, Mr. Cartier, Mr. Becher, and 
a vir. . Catnphbell, v VIZ. Wc 


— . 


Extract 
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Extract of a letter from Col: Richard Smith to 
the ſelect committee, dated at Ihababad dhe 


24th of November, 1767. 
The nature of the intelligence —— | 


from Calcutta by Shujah Dowla's Vaqueel, 


wichout“ Mmitz. The Nabob: is almoſt 8 fu ly 


acquainted with the parliamentary r coſi- 


cerning the company's affairs as I am. Ho far 
the importance and dignity of the company, and 
the weight and influence of the adminiſtration is 


leſſened in his eſteem by this communication, may 


be eaſily conceived. Whilſt a Vaqueel is ſo ready 
and fo ture a channel to communicate intelligence, 
few men will be found ſo hardy as to maintain a 
direct correſpondence with the Nabob; but there 
is a man who has obliquely offered ſo great an in- 


ſult to our preſident, that was I preſent at the 


board, I would move for the exertion of our au- 
thoricy to the utmoſt extent, to free the ſettle- 
ment from fo dangerous an inhabitant—I mean 
Mr. Bolts, and the inclofed copy of a letter (the 
original in my poſſeſſion) to Mr. Gentil, feſiding 
in Shujah Dowla's court, wherein he aſſerts an ab- 
ſolute falſchood, which tends to leſſen that eſ- 
ſential dignity and neceſſary influence of our pre- 
ſident, is ſurely deſerving of your ſevereſt reſent- 
ment. Nor is this the only letter he wrote; for 
the Nabob acquainted a perſon of undoubted ho- 
nour, chat Mr. Bolts had wrote the ſame to Meer 


Meſſalah (formerly phyſician and confidant of 


Coſſim Ally) from whom the Nabob heard it. 
Hereafter 1 may lay. before you other proofs of 
the extent of the incallignales- communicated through 
the der 5 * 
Letter to dar. Gentil. 
% Dear Sir, 

08 oi is a long des nue I heard from you, 
which has made me a little uneaſy, I have long 
intended to come from hence to have the pleaſure 


1 
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of ſeeing you, as alſo to pay my reſpects to the 
the Nabob, but my affairs have not as yet per- 
mitted me, nevertheleſs it is what I hope to be 
able to do in a ſhort time. 

In regard to the ſaltpetre, I hope the diſputes 
on that ſubje& are ended, but it is not poſſible for 
me to abandon my right for the advantage of other 
gentlemen, who have no other pretenſions than 
what are founded on injuſtice, and who would 
take the advantage of my abſence for to deprive 
me of the advantage of my contracts, which have 
exiſted a long time, and which were drawn out 
with all propriety and juſtice, conformable to the 
cuſtoms of merchants. If that had been for the 
Nabob, it woüld haye been another thing, but 
before I give up the point to gentlemen who are 
not in any way my ſuperiors, I aſſure you I will 
follow, the affair to the laſt court of juſtice, 
where I can have recourſe. - Next year I will give 
over all further commerce, but in the mean time 
I hope you will help me with your aſſiſtance. My 
gomaſtah Goaldaſs writes me you had informed 
him, that Col. Barker had wrote letters to ſtop 
all my buſineſs, and to drive away my people. 1 
ſhall be obliged to you for your information on 
that ſubject, for that gentleman is not authoriſed 
to act in ſuch a manner. 700 

%] have taken the liberty to ſend you a letter 
tor Cogee Rafael; I beg you will deliver it to him 
and fend me his anſwer. 1 am ſurprized the Nabob 
has not as yet paid (as they write me) the amount 
of the broad cloth which my people ſold him. If 
that is true, be ſo good as to repreſent the ſame 
to him. Melcomb writes me, that he alſo has 
jent ſome cloth from Dacca to the Nabob's camp: 
I do not doubt of your favourable aſſiſtance for 
the ſale. I ſhall be very glad when you give me 
an opportunity. of rendering you any ſervice here 
in return for the trouble I have given you. 1 
s | | ſhal] 
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ſhall never be convinced of your friend(bip, unleſs 
you give me ſome; opportunity or other of teſti- 
fying mine; but you, who are Naib Subah, and 
immerged in buſineſs, are perhaps above theſe 
trifles, Let it be as it will,; J aſſure you, uy 
dear Sir, that no; or body wiſhes you, betten J 
do. Hod x 

„ have wrote a letter · to the Nabob, to "ham 
1 beg you will give my humble reſpects. I 

is arrived an Engliſn Europe ſhip, and another 
French one. -The affairs of our company, are in 
great agitation, and are laid before the King: and 
Parliament of England, and, according to the 


letters 1 have received, there is a great likelihood 


that my. aſſociate, Mr. Johnſtone, will come out 
governor from.-the King. I ſhall be glad from 
time to time to hegr from you, who, am with a 


moſt perfect eſteem 


4 „ 


far Sir, 
Yourtnoft humble ſervant, 
Calcutta, June 19, 1767. Wu. Rear 


* 


«& P. S. I need not recommend ee ee 


. Cawn to your notice.“ - 


Copy: of the preſident, Mr. Verelit's minute, on 

conſultation, the 1oth of December, 1767. 

« The preſident acquaints the board, that he 
ſome time ſinee received information of the im- 
proper correſpondence carried on by Mr. Bolts 
with Shujah al Dowla, Mr. Gentil, and many 
other perſons: that he deſired a gentleman reſid- 
ing up the country to endeavour to procure a parti- 
cular letter written by Mr. Bolts, which he effect- 
ed, and delivered the letter to Col. Smith, who 
incloſed the ſame to the committee, that he can 
aſſert from undoubted authority, that Mr. Bolts 
continues his correſpondence with perſons reſiding 


at the courts of the country princes, and with his 


Armenian agents, endeavouring by falſe reports 
and repreſentations to leſſen the reſpect due to the 
pre- 


vice, 


* follows: 
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preſent adminiſtration, and to deſtroy the harmony 
and confidence unten between us and the 
powers of Hindoſtan. 

The preſident is further informed, that Mr. 
Bolts has an Armenian agent at Fyſabad, named 
Cogee Rafael, another at Banaras, Cogee Mel- 
comb, and a third reſiding near Ghazipore, by 
name Cogee Gregory. Through theſe people he un- 

gratefully endeavours to injure es intereſt of 
thoſe in whoſe ſervice he raiſed an independency: 

And theſe Armenians, under the character of 
Engliſn gomaſtahs, are ſtriving to eſtabliſh them- 
feves in Shujah Dowla's ' dominidfis, upon the 
F6titig they formerly were at Mutſhadabad, not- 
Wihitanding the Nabob, on account of ſome mal- 
Practices, has lately forbidden them his preſence. 
The preſident has, however, deſired his Ex- 
cellency to baniſh all ſuch as are in his country, 


under che pretext of being Vomaſtahe to the Eng- 


liſh. 

a Bolts, whilſt he was in the company's ſer- 
proecured a number of duſtueks, pretending 
he wanted them to paſs his goods, but he laid 
them by unuſed until his reſignation of the ſer- 
vice, ſince when he has availed himſelf of them to 
carry on his trade duty free. The preſident, upon 
being informed of it, wrote to the miniſters, de- 
ſiring them to iſſue orders to the Chokies for ſtop- 
ping all duſtucks of a very old date: a meaſure 
which he hopes will put a ſtop to ſo diſhoneſt and 
unlawful a proceeding. 


(Signed) 
Haray VERFEISr. 
The committee then read a paragraph of a let - 
ter from the fele& committee at Calcutta, of the 
22d of December 1767, to Col. Richard Smith, 
in anſwer to his letter of the 24th of November, 


| « We 


at Mur 


„ 
„ We much approve of the information you 
have fent us regarding Mr. Bolts's conduct in the 
carrying on a correſpondertce with Mr. Gentil at 
the Court of Shujal Dowla, and Have läld the 
ſame before the council, whoſe ſentiments, as Well 
as ours, we with pleafure obſerve, entirely concur 
with thoſe vou have expreſſed on that ſubject. We 
requeſt” you will uſe your endeavours with the 
Nabob to remove Mr. Bolts's gomaſtahs from 
Moen 1417 arg ma 455. 
The committee then read the®rranflatioh of ſe- 
veral Perfiah* letters, written or received by Mr. 
Verelſt, tb de the Rajahs or Nabobs of the 
country, do liked on the recoras of the com paßt 
rogether with eyxral other letters; as follow: 
eat, A letter written by Mr. Verelſt on the 
tg of Ee8tudty 1768, 10 Rajah Bülwaneung, 
% V 
_<'T cannot help being aſtoniſhed to find from 
Colonel Smith's letters, that duſtucks and purwan- 
nahs, under the Engliſh name, are current in your 
diſtricts, and that gomaſtahs commit frequent ex- 
tortions and oppreſſions under that ſanction. Af. 
ter the plain directions which J gave your Vakeel 
adabad, Jam very much ſurprized that 
you ſhould have neglected to inform me of theſe 


Practices. 1 now therefore poſitively writè to you, 
"that I Will neither 18 myſelf, nor ſuffer others 
to grant any duſtucks with the Engliſh ſeal, for the 
conveyance of any goods to any part of the Na- 


bob Shujah ul Dowla's tertitories,” only for ſuch 
neceſfaries as may be occaſionally going to the 


army; and 1 muſt further direct you. to tranſmit 


me à copy of all duſtucks for neceſſaries the in- 


ſtant they come to your hands, that no room for 
evaſion or pretence may remain. As I have fre- 


quent complaints from the Nabob Shujah ul 
Dowla, that divers people aſſume the name of Eng- | 
liſh gomaſtahs; 1 therefore defire thar you would 
| iſſue 


iſſue p e orders throughout your diſtricts, for 
all f ach offenders to withdraw themſelves without 
delay, and you, will immediately cauſe., Cogec 
Melcomb and Cogee dur Spar: and a Bengally, 


bliſhed duties. You muſt give proper. attention 


bezzling the effects and od which he may leave 
behind him.“ 


ul Dowla, marked B. No. 14. 


— . ᷣ ³—— IO 


try, Of this I was before entirely unacquainted, 
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named Ramſunker, to be ſent down under con- 
finement to Meha Rajah Shitabroy ; for none of Raf. 


theſe people have any. title to reſidence within the WW vad 


territories of the N bod Shujah ul Dowla.“ are 
On a Rukah. a hoo 
„ am iiber that Monſ. Canonge, a | the! 


Frenchman, is now, reſident, and carrying on a ſl ſpe: 


trade .in F rench commodities at Mirzapore. 1 ord 
a aſtoniſhed that you ſhould permit French my the 
chandize to. pals. withour, duties, and French wil 


maſtahs to reſide without authority. I there - | 
Write to you to. ſend, down the aforeſaid French- 
man wichout delay to Patna, and levy: the eſta- 


likewiſe, to prevent any of your people from em- 


Read—alſo a letter written by Mr. Verelſt on 
the 27th of February 1768, to the Nabob Shujah 


1 am much ſurprized to learn from Col. 
Smith, that divers people, taking the name of 
"Engliſh gomaſtahs, have been guilty of great 
violence and extortions in your Excellency's coun- 


or I would have endeavoured to have remedied it; 
nor has any one authority from me, nor will II in 
future give any, either for trade or reſidence, in 
your Excellency's country. I muſt therefore make 
it my particular requeſt, that ſhould any one take 


the Engliſh name as a ſcreen for his mal. practices, 


you will immediately cauſe him to be apprehended, 
and ſent hither, that his falſchood may meet with 
due puniſhmerit, You cannot oblige me more 
than by detecting theſe paſtors, o write Rs | 
8 


* 
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ſo poſitively, and ſtrongly,” that you may ſee how 
ever attentive I 5 to cut off all oecaſion of \ un- 
eaſineſs to you.“ | 


On a Rukah. * 

% learn, "that two Armenians, named Cogee 
Rafael and Cogee Eſtevan, are reſident at Fyſa« 
bad, and carrying on trade there. As this tribe 
are of a bad caſt, and their principles only falſe- 
hood and impoſition, I requeſt that you will give 
them no countenance, but cauſe theſe men to be 
ſpeedily apprehended and ſent hither, or iſſue your 
orders to Captain Harper for that purpoſe. As 
there is no ſeparation between us, 1 doubt not you 
will oblige me in this matter.“ - 

Read—alſo the tranſlation of an extract from 
an original letter in the Bengal language, from the 
ſaid Ramſunker ro Mr. Bolts, as produced by 
him, dated the 15th of March- 1768, which Was. 
proved by Mr. Bolts; v1z.- 

Extract of a letter from Rifinker dated at 
Clowſah the 17th . March 1768, to William 
Bolts. 

% What ſhall T write you of the news from Ba- 
naras ? I have received a letter from the perſon I 
left at Banaras, dated the 2d, Choytro'; he has 
wrote to me that a purwannah has come from the 


governor of Calcutta upon the Rajah, ordering 


him to confine under a guard whatſoever people of 
Mr. Bolts's are in thoſe parts, and ſend them to 
Calcutta, On this agcount, on the 1ſt Choytro, 

a perſon of the Rajah's came to demand Cogee 
Melcomb and me; upon his not finding me there, 
he took Cogee Melcomb and confined him. They 
were ſeizing my people who are there, and going 
to carry them away, but Mr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Alexander's gomaſtah, named Soobharam -Pavlit, 
who was there, 'ſaid, theſe people can givè no'ac- 
count of affairs, they are only here to watch the 
warehduſe, upon hearing of which they then de. 


F KM 401 


5 liſted. 
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ſiſted. After hearing what paſſed after wards, 1 


ſhall write you the news. If 1 go to Banaras, they 
will certainly confine me under a guard, and 1 


am ſtigmatized, all outſtanding debts, wherever 
they lie, will vaniſh. _ I therefore deſire you will 
procure and ſend a purwannah from the governor 
there, upon the Rajah, that I. may remain at Ba. 
naras for one month, ſettle all outſtanding affairs, 
and come away. If this is not done, there will 
be great difficulties, _I am your ſervant, what was 
requiſite I have ſet forth. You are maſter, what. 
ever is proper, do it quickly. It they carry me 
away under the confinement of # guard, it is mat- 
ter of no ſhame to me; for I have not beat any 
body, neither have I robbed any body, that | 
ſhould fear to go to Banaras; but if I go, and 
with or without juſtice, am. put into confinement, 
and ſent to Calcutta, your buſineſs will. ſuffer 
much, and theſe will be loſſes. Underſtanding 
this, you will pleaſe ſoon to furniſh the neceſ- 
ſary.“ N | ; 
Read—alſo a Perſian letter from Captain Ga- 
briel Harper, the tranſlation of which was proved 
by Gonyſhamdaſs, as follows: ae 
Tranſlation from the Perſian of an original order, 
under the hand and ſeal of Captain Gabriel 
Harper at Fyſabad, upon the ſending Cogee 
Johannes Padre Rafael priſoner, under a guard 
of ſepoys, to Col. Sir Robert Barker, at Tlla- 
habad. 115 | Ei tx; 2:7 te 
Directed, To Rafael,” ſealed, Captain Ga- 
brie] Harper.” 3 . 
9 Truly, among friends, greeting. — I haye 
received and am acquainted with the purport of 
your letter about your going. ſend your necęſſa- 
ries to ſuch place as you think beſt, and if hon 
yourſelf are ready for going, it is neceſſary 2 


_ to-morrow morning, two hours before ng t, 
2244 


you mougt and come ty me, under charge of 


Jonel 
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zoned Barker's ſepoys, that 1 may "had you to Illa- 
dabad.—Thoſe, "appointed fepoys only for thi 
are ſtaying with impatiehce in this place, that they 
may deliver you to the Colonel with chemſehves— 
What more ſhall 1 write ? 
al. (Signed) 
GABRIEL Hari. 

Read —alſo a letter from the Rajah Bubwantfing 
to Mr. Verelft, received the 22d of March 1768, 
in anſwer'to his of the 19th; marked C. No, 98. 

After acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Ve. 
relſt's letter, (B. No. 12,) your ſervant is always 
devoted to your high will and pleaſure; Cogee 
Melcomb, who was in Banaras, 1s apprehended, 
agreeably to your commands. People are already 
lent to ſeize upon Monf, Canonge, in Mirzapore, 
Cogee Melcomb deelares that Cogee Gregore hag 
been ſome time gone to Patna. I have ſent proper 
people in queſt of Senker Churrn, - who I hear is 
in the diſtricts of Ghazipore, and I will immedi- 
ately diſperſe the purwannahs you haye command- 
ed throughout all my dependencies, eee 
the particulars ſhall be duly repreſented. ons 

Upon a Rukah. 


% 


It was ſignified that Monſ. WTR is reſl- 


dent at Mirzapore, for the ſale of French merchan- 


dize, and carries on a trade there, and. that 


your ſeryants permit goods to paſs without duties, 


and French gomaſtahs to reſide without authority, | 


The truth 1s this, your ſervant detained four 
French boats for the ſpace of two months, but 2 
duſtuck arriving at that time from the Vizier Shuja 

ul Dowla, forbidding any interruption to be offere 


them, I ſuffered them to proceed. Now your ſer- 


yant will execute your orders. 
Read—alſo à letter written by Mr. Verelft on 
the 27th of March 1768, to the New. Shyjah 


ul DI, Wen C. No. 28. 
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C Tt is with the greateſt ſurprize I learn from 
Certain intelligence, that Mr. Bolts has procured 
from Fyſabad, copies of a number of letters 1 
wrote your Excellency. This matter is of the 
moſt ſerious moment, and plainly proves there 
are ſome traitors about your perſon, who diſcover 
the ſecrets they are entruſted with. As you may 
certainly depend upon this, I particularly deſire 
you will make ſtrict enquiry into the affair, and pu- 
niſh the offenders in the moſt exemplary manner— 
ſeeing, if a perſon of ſo little conſequence as Mr. 
Bolts, can thus penetrate into the ſecrets of your 
correſpondence, how much more eaſy can it be for 
men of ſuperior influence and importance to do 
the ſame. I again recommend this matter to your 
ſerious attention, and, as a guide to your enquiry, 
have ſome reaſon to believe that Meer Muſhallah, 
and the Armenians, have been the chief inſtruments 
in effecting this.” 3 & 

Read—allo a letter written by Mr. Verelſt on 
the 27th of March 1768, to the Rajah Bulwantſing, 
marked C. No, 31. 5 
I am lately informed that you have ſtopped 
ſeveral boats, even with military ſtores, though 
they had Engliſh duſtucks, and have demanded 
duties from the merchanrs ſelling diamonds to 
Mr. Chamier, though he has the Nabob's pur- 
wannah to exempt him therefrom. . A reſpect to 
the. Engliſh ſeal is due from you on all occaſions, 
and whenever therefore any duſtucks ſhall come, 
you will paſs the boats without delay, and ſend a 
opy of the duſtuck to me, and I will take care 
no abuſe is made. The Nabob has a right to your 
obedience in every thing, and it is therefore a high 
offence tq act in contradiction to his commands. 
You will. therefore abſtain from ſuch behaviour, 
a 11 : . + 145 
and pay a due regard. to all his orders in future.“ 
Read a letter produced by Mr. Bolts, as writ- 
ten by him to Mr. Verelſt, dated the goth of 


March 1768 ; viz. The 


n 


The inary intelligence which I have 
hy e Ond, fla des and De, 


y | 
de ga the neceſſity of troubling you with this 


Ketter addreſſad to you 1 
24 ba ee the beſt goes” and 
50 ſubſ lal proofs, that Shujah ul Dowla and 


: : - * | +» pen CT 


s 
i 


men, and thoſe of the merchants themſelves, who 
are thus innocently oppreſſed in conſequence of 
theſe, orders, muſt amount to a much more conſi- 
derable ſu m. 3 thy | 
As thqſe who execute them diſavow theſe un- 
heard of acts, which would even diſgrace a Moor- 


iſh goyernment, I am as yet willing to imagine it 


mult have been occaſioned by their miſconſtruction 


of the orders given from hence, ' © 

If any act of government had made it ne- 
ceſſary to ſeize. and bring down all Engliſh go. 
maſtahs indiſcriminately. 1 0 the dominions of 
Shujah ul Dowla, I ſhould have no reaſon to wonder 
at O temonſtrate 10 the proceedings againſt thoſe - 
who are reglly my gomaſtabs ; while there would 


! 
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vet be reaſon for ſurprize at the ſeizing thofe who 
axe not ſo, and independent metchantss. 
But while, your own gomaſtalis* for diamonds, 
and others for, falt-petre, opium, &c. 'who call 
themſelves gomaſtahs of Colonels Smith and Bar- 
ker, with thoſe of Meſſts. Rumbold, "Ruff, 
Alexander, Floyer, Maddiſon, Chamier, and many 
_ others, both civil and military gentlemen, are not 
only permitted but protected, even with force, in 
carrying on- their, trade in thoſe parts ; the thu 
ſingling out mine, with extraordinary acts of fe. 
verity, would; ſeem to imply, that they have been 
- guilty of ſome extraordinary faults to deſerve it. 
If therefore my gomaſtahs have been guilty 
of any miſbehaviour to deſerve ſuch ſevere orders 
being iſſued from hence, I requeſt you will pleaſe 
to acquaint me therewith, and who are the tranſ- 
greſſors, that I may immediately diſmiſs them, and 
appoint others in their room, to ſuperintend the 
collection of my balances outſtanding. l 
But if it be only a miſunderſtanding (on the 
part of Shujah ul Dowla and Bulwantſing) of the 
orders which have been ſent from hence, I requeſt 
a letter to both thoſe princes, , that thoſe who are 
my gomaſtahs may have the ſame protection as 
yours and thoſe of the above-mentioned gentlemen 
or of other ſubjects, and my property be equally 
as ſecure : and in the mean time, ſo well am 
. perſuaded of their good behaviour, that 1 will be 
anſwerable (even, if required, enter into a bond) 
for the good conduct of all ſuch as are mine, not 
only for any of their acts of tranſgreſſion of the 
. laws of Great Britain, but of ' thoſe of the country 
government alſo ; which, as it appears to me all 
that can be required, I hope will be ſatisfactory. 
eln the mean time, whatever may have been 
the orders from hence, as I am very apprehenſive 
they may have been "occaſioned by the miſrepre- 


ſentation which may have been made to you by the 
gentle- 
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gentlemen competitors for the ſalt-petre trad . 


(243) 


- 


particularly by Mr. Robert Maddiſon, and his 
agent, Mr. John Chamier, the former of whom, 
during his viſit. to Shujah ul Dowla's court, has 
been trying every method (in conſequance of the 
influence gained over Shujah ul Dowla, by his 
poſt in the Munſykhanch) to engroſs as much as 
poſſible of the ſalt petre made in that prince's do- 
minions, it may not be amiſs to give you informa- 


tion of the real ſtate my concerns. * 
Having during my ſtay at Banaras, per- 
ceived, from the aptitude of that countty to pro- 
duce falt-petre, that great improvements might be 
there made in that branch, I applied myſelf with 
ſome attention to the cultivation of it, and, with 
ſuch ſucceſs as ſoon made it the object of men more 
powerful than myſelf. After my. quitting Banaras, 
diſputes ſoon aroſe among the competitors, where- 
by became a very great loſer, notwithſtanding I 
was the only, perſon who, ſatisfied the country go- 
vernment for their duties. Aggrieved by thoſe 
proceedings, I addreſſed myſelf to Col. Smith, in 
a letter ſo long ago as the 13th of May 1767, to 
which S received any anſwer, owing, 
as I have reaſon to believe, from what I have 
ſince diſcoyered, to his being a party concerned, 
who could not give me redreſs without injuring 
his own concern. e | 


o . - 


This ſalt-petre concern was one of thoſe of 


which I formerly gave an account to the ſelect 
committee. In the mean time foreſeeing, from 
the behaviour of the different gomaſtahs, that the 
intereſt of the, country, and of the company, 
would be greatly injured by their quarrels, and ap- 
prehenſive that they would in the end occaſion 
complaints from Shujah ul Dowla and Bulwantſing, 
of the ſame pernicious nature as thoſe formerly 
made by Coſſim Ally Khawn, and thereby make 
it neceſſary for our government at 9 
: VVV 
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withdraw all gomaſtahs from thoſe ꝗutrters: 1 
ſay, vopretentive of thoſe evils, and forced by 
other oppreſſions, of which I ſhall hereafter in 
due time take notice, 1 thought it beſt to with- 
draw my ſaid ſalt· petre concerns. 

* And accodingly I have totally deſerted from 
the proſecution of that branch for many months 


: 


paſt ; my ſaid gomaſtahs having only charge of 


the recovery of the outſtanding debts ariſen on 
laſt year's tranſactions. W 9 
« All the reſt of my other concerns likewiſe 


_ conſiſt in outſtanding debts ariſen on the ſales of 


the company's outcry goods, exported from Cal- 
cutta before I reſigned the ſervice ; fo that my go- 
maſtahs, there, have not at preſent charge of any 


purchaſes or ſales whatſoever. 


Moreover, I have the moſt authentic proofs 
in my hands, that during the aboveſaid tranſaction, 
the King, the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, and the Rajah 
Bulwantſfing, were perfectly ſatisfied with my car- 
rying on the ſaid trade, being alſo ſatisfied for 
their duties; which makes it needleſs for me to 
ſpeak to the right I had in common with others, 
either in the light of a country merchant, a com- 
pany's ſervant, or other ſubject reſiding under the 
Britiſh government. AG | 

&* $o that it is hard even to gueſs what Juſt rea- 
ſons can be alledged for the preſent impriſonment 
of people, under the denomination of my go- 
maſtahs, by virtue fof orders from hence, unleſs, 
as aforeſaid, it be in conſequence of the miſrepre- 
ſentations of thoſe gentlemen who are firuggling 
for falr-petre, and who (though without founda - 
tion) apprehend that I may continue the trade 
this ſeaſon, and thereby hurt their concerns. 

« Yeteven in that caſe, as many others with 


me are ſo immediatly concerned, and as it is the 
Indiſpenſable obligation of your ſtation, to watch 


for the ſecurity of the property of alt ſubjects 
| A under 


2460 
under protection of the Britiſh flag in this country, 


I can hardly imagine that orders would have been 


iſſued from hence upon the private information of 
any perſons, without firſt giving notice, taking 
meaſures to ſecure the property of the perſons 
concerned, and fixing a certain time for transfer- 
ring the buſineſs to others. 

* Since it is always better to prevent than re- 
dreſs evils, I have choſen firſt to apply to you 
alone, rather than to addreſs the whole board on 
ſubjects, which, if ſcrutinized, might involye and 
hurt the buſineſs of many other perſons; eſpecially 
as you have the intire direction of the country cor- 


reſpondence, matters of this nature are and 
molt eaſily redreſſed by you. 
© I therefore -requeſt the letters before-men- 


tioned to Shyjah ul Dowla and Bulwantfing to re- 
leaſe my gomaſtahs (and property if detained) 
who may be directed, if you think it neceſſary, 
to come down, after four months; in which time, 
am fure, they will be able to collect in all out- 
ſtanding balances. At the ſame time it would be 
equally as agreeable to me that they ſhould come 
down immediately, if you can think of any me- 
chod of obtaining for me either the immediate 

yment or ſecurity for the amount of my ba- 
ances, which are all good, and afford not the 
pro oem of their not being duly reco- 
vere d. 


« At the ſame time it appears practicable ro 


put a ſtop to the preſent wranglings about ſalt- 
petre, in a manner that may be very beneficial to 
he company, and at the ſame time perfectly ſatil- 
Fy the y government and their Ryotts, upon 


a plan which I would humbly recommend for the 


company's intereſt, as follows: COTE 
Fo contract with merchants for all the ſalt 
petre that can be made in thoſe diſtricts on the 


company's accounts, the ſaid contractors ſatisfy ing 
Ras 23 | _ tae 
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the princes of the country for their duties, and 
alſo reſerving for them ſuch a quantity as they 
might require for the uſe of their own houſholds, 
and the conſumption of their own countries. 

„will engage to find very reſponſible mer- 
chants, who will undertake to execute ſuch a plan, 
and engage to deliver, on the company's account 
at Patna, for the firſt year, 25,000 maunds of re- 
fined petre; which ſhall be near three times finer 


than that they have generally received from Patna, 
at a price to be hereafter ſtipulated ; upon which 


the company might be ſure of gaining, at leaſt, fit- 
teen thouſand pounds ſterling per annum clear, if 
they were even to ſell it again in Bengal. | 


„Other advantages, which would likewiſe ac- 


crue from ſuch a plan, are obvious: the foreign 


companies might be ſupplied with their allowan- 


ces from this petre, and our company be thereby 
freed from thoſe large drawbacks on that branch of 
their trade; and it would alſo prevent the French, 
or Dutch, from manufacturing it themſelves in 
thoſe parts; which they will certainly attempt, 
whenever the Engliſh gomaſtahs are totally recalled. 
At. the ſame time it muſt be remembered, that 
though the gomaſtahs of private gentlemen be 
all recalled ; yet, while our armies continue in thoſe 
parts, there is a great riſque, that, however ſtrict 
the orders of the board be, ſome or other gentle- 
men of influence with the army, will find means to 
evade them, and to engroſs the whole of this ar- 
ticle, in conſequence of their influence over, and 
the 1gnorance and fears of, the country - princes. 
So that it does not appear poſſible ſo advantageouſly 
ro obviate the evils apprehended by any other than 
this plan, which I have ſubmitted to your con- 
ſideration. I am, Sir, 7 e 
i . your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Signed) ) u e 36448 299g 
William Bolts. 
Read 
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Read—alo an. * letter? dated the 3 iſt of 
March, 1768, from Mr. Verelſt to Mr. Bolte, in * 
anſwer to the foregoing ; vi. 8 


0 Mr. William Boles. Jay 1'® 
e N 03 3 
„ have weiea your letter of the 30th infhan; 
and am to acquaint you, that I'know of no orders 
for impeding the bufineſs of your gomaſtahs in 
particular, in the dominions of Shujah ul Dowla 
and Bulwantſing. Repeated complaints have been 
received from thoſe two princes, of the oppreſſive / 
conduct of gomaſtahs taking the Engliſh name, and 
carrying on trade in their countries. The honour- 


able company have been pleaſed to expreſs their 


orders for the poſitive prohibition to their ſervants 


of all trade whatever in thoſe provinces; and the 
preſidency of Fort William have reſolved to put 
a ſtop to it in future, by a recal of all ſuch gomaſ- 
tahs. How far, or by what right, your gomaſtahs 
can be allowed to continue there, after the time al- 
ready allotted you for the adjuſtment of your con- 
cerns, muſt be determined by the government here. 
| „„ Jam, Sir, 11 
6 Your moſt obedient ſervant, ” 
| (Signed) 


ia? 


« March 31, 1768. H. Verelft. P; 


"Read—alſo a copy of a letter from Mr. Bolts. 
to Mr. Verelſt, dated the 2d of April, 2008 > as 


ſollows: 
« To Harry Verelſt, Eſq; 


| « Preſident and Governor of F ort "William 
e Sir. 


I received Ada your favour of the giſt, | 


in anſwer to mine of the goth paſt, acquainting me 
of your ignorance of any orders having been given 
reſpecting my gomaitahs in particular. | 

You. muſt, therefore, I fear, have been grofly 
abuſed. by thoſe who penned the Perſian letters 


from hence; for, by authentic copies of them, 
| whic 1 
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which 1 have this moment received ; 0ud, my 
gomaſtahs are particularly mentioned by Lame. 

4 cannot ve what principle the 
government here can undertake to determine what” 
time ſhall be allowed me for the adjuſtment of 

my concerns in theſe parts : however, as I have al- 
ready ſaid as much, 1 all withour diſcuſſing that 
Ker willingly ſubmit, as others do, to every ge- 
neral order; and, as it is your opinion, ihat the 
time to be allotted muſt be determined by the go 
vernment here, I requeſt you will inform me of 
their determination, after acquainting them with 
the circumſtances I have laid before POWs: that 1 
may know what to do. 

In the mean time, I apply to you in the cha- 
rafter of an injured complaining ſubject; and re- 
queſt letters to the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, and 
to the Rajah Bulwantſing, encloſing to them an 
Arzdaſht of my complaints, of which the follow- 
ing is the purport ; 

e That Mr. William Bolts having had certain 
mercantile tranſactions in your dominions, as he re- 
preſents, with your permiſſion, by virtue of pur- 
wannahs given by you, in conſequence of duties 
paid, which buſineſs he avers has been tranſacted. 
by his gomaſtahs in the moſt peaceful manner, and 
according to the cuſtom of thoſe bountries; on which 
tranſitions, large outſtanding balances have ariſen, 
to the amount of one hundred and ay thouſand 
rupees, That notwithſtanding this, the gomaſ- 
tahs of him, the ſaid William Bolts, wc been 
lately ſeized and impriſoned, in a ſudden manner, 
without 2 ny cauſe of complaint being alledged, 
that he Willliam Bolts an diſcover. While, at 
the ſarne time, the agents and gomaſtahs of gover- 

nor Verelſt, Col. Smith, Mr. Ruſſe}, Mr. Alexan- 
der, Mr. Rumbold, and many other Btitiſh ſub- 
jects, are, unmoleſted, permitted to tranſact their 
conſtituents? affairs, Thit Mr. William Bolts, liv- 


ing 


th. 4 


1 2 3 


15 Britiſh protection, is Na to every 
2 Fre othets are intitled to. That therefore it 
13”. that thoſe his abs be releaſed, 
and allowed the {ame protection, and for the ſame 
ſpace of time, as may be allowed to the goma-: 

ftahs of the ted gentlemen, and that _ 
tion be made to him and them, in cale it de proved 
that they have been unjuſtly impriſoned, not only 
in violation of the treaties {| between you. 


and the Engliſh, but alſo againſt the laws of Hin- 
doſtan and of nations in general. 


1 


« At the ſame time, Sir, ſhould i it be ialited 


that they have merited this treatmear, I 


they may be ſummoned, after a moderate time xs 
be allowed me, before the board of Calcutta, 46 


have the ſame enquired into. But ſhould they be 
enquired into upon the ſpot, I requeſt you will 
order the enquiry to be poſtponed until either I 
myſelf can arrive there and be preſent, ot appoint 
others. 


« I obſerye, Sir, what you inform me, that che 


honourable company have been Pleaſed to Wy 
hibit all trade whatever in thoſe provinces, and 

that the preſidency of Calcutta have reſolved te 
put a ſtap to it in future, by a recall of all ſuch 
gomaſtahs, It is the firſt time I ever heard of it, 
nor had I the leaſt conception of it, knowing that 
even lately you was ꝓleaſed to give a letter to the 
Rajah Bulwantſing, in favour of Mr. Alexander's 
duſineſs there; ung ſuch a prohibition of 
trade would not affect me; for as I have before 


acquainted you, I have nothing depending Wiſes 


but the collection of outſtanding debts. 
„ Jam, Sir, | 
<«. Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
(Signed) 9 
* Calcutta, April 2, 1 768. Wa. Bolts,” 


0 250 1 | 
Read—alſo a letter from the Nabob Shujah ul 


Dowla to Mr. Verelſt, as received by him the 3 


3 1768, marked C, No. 118, viz. 


I received your friendly letter by the hands 
of Captain Harper, and was rejoiced thereby : It 
is plain that my friendſhip with the Engliſh Ser- 
dars, and particularly with your Excellency, is 
firm ; neither does it need the common phraſes of 
the world to ſet it off. You alſo have ſhewn your- 


ſelf ſo profuſe of favours towards me, that I can- 


not find any expreſſions equal to my ſenſe thereof. 


I can only wiſh that the Almighty may give our 
connexion daily ſtrength, and our friendſhip hourly 


warmth. Conſidering what you write on the ſub- 
Je& of the Armenians, as proceeding from your 


perfect cordiality, I am delighted therewith ; what 
can be more ſuitable to our intereſt than that we 
ſhould murually exert ourſelves in diſarming all 
ſuch as may be the abettors or authors of evil. 

In the affair of the ſalt-petre, which was the firft, 

every inquietude was removed, and every thorn 
extracted at once, by even a momentary adverſion 
of your Excellency's regard. And now that you 
have written concerning Rafael and Eſteven, that 
matter is done. As they have ſome outſtanding 

debts incurred in the courſe of their buſineſs here, 
they petitioned earneſtly tor- two or three days 
reſpite to ſettle their accounts. After that they 
will no more preſume to reſide here. Rajah Bul- 
wantſing has acquainted me with your Excellency's 
orders about the Armenians in thoſe diſtricts, and 
I have inſtructed him to pay implicit obedience to 
what you ſhall ſignify on the occaſion, as whatever 
is agreeable to you, cannot fail of being ſatisface 
tory to me.— For the reſt,” conſider me as one ſo- 


licitous after your welfare, and favour me with fre- 


quent accounts thereof.”? 


10 


( 28 


Read —alſo the e letter from 1 . Bolts 
to Mr. Verelſt; viz. 


To Harry Verelſt, Eſq; 
< Preſident and Governor of Fort. William. 
66 Sir, 


« As ſome days have elapſed, «hit I ini not 
been favoured with an anſwer to my laſt letter, 
which it is of the greateſt conſequence för me to 
have as ſoon as poſſible, to enable me to take the 
neceſſary meaſures for the ſecurity of my property, 
| requeſt you will be pleaſed to acquaint me what 
you. have determined thereupon. - Wy 


« I am, Sir, 
Four moſt obedient ſervant, 
Signed) TIEN 
6c Calcutta, April Ts * 


'S, F233 $ 


Wm Bols 2 
Read the following original letter from Mr. 
Verelſt to Mr. William Bolts. 


60 Sir, 


I have your letters of the 2d and 7th inſtants 
and am again, to repeat to. you, that the reſolutions 
taken, and the orders given for recalling the Eng- 
liſh gomaſtahs in the dominions of Shujah ul 
Dowla and Bulwantſing, were general, not parti- 


cular : but that as the names of ſuch perſons came 
to my knowledge, it became neceſſary to Point 1 


them out 

« I am alſo to acquaint you, that letters have 
been wriggen, defiring that the gomaltahs may be 
allowed to collect in m_ conſtituents* outſtanding 
balances ; What time may be deemed proper for 
that purpoſe, will be determined by the Commit · 
tee, Which would have been done before now, had 
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62 
got my indiſpoſition prevented my having u meet 


ing with the gentlemen, 


46 Ia, Sir, 
. Your oſt obedient fervant, 
« F ort- William, (Signed ) 9 


Read--xhe following letters to and from Mr 
Bolts; viz. 


« To Harry Verelſt, Eſq; _ 

« Preſident and Governor of Fort-William, 

« Sir, 

e The laſt letter you was pleaſed to ſend me * 
yeſterday, neither {affords the anſwer which I flat. 
tered myſelf I ſhould receive to mine, nor redreſ 
of the grievances I complained of. The people 
have wrote to you about, have been ſent down 
under confinement to Shirabroy, the company; I « 
collector at Patna, who tas kept them under con. 
finement. 

“In conſequence of your laſt letter, I have or. 
dered them back to their ſtations, but in the mean 
time, as that is not ſufficient, I muſt requeſt im- 
mediately three letters: one to Shitabroy to releaſe | 
them, one ro Rajah Bulwantſing, and one to the 
Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, at leaſt to acquaint them 
of my people's being ordered back, to continue 
upon the ſame terms as other Engliſh agents. 


« Your moſt obedient ſervant, © 
(Signed) 29 
* Oateutta, April 11, 176. "Win, Bolt,” 


cc To 


| 268 3 
: : To Mr, John Knott. 


& Ile, i 
« As the tmultiphcity of affairs upom Mr. Ye- 
It's hands may make bim forget the letter 1 
rote to him the 11th inſtant on the ſubje& of my 
impriſonett agents, and waved continually trou- 
bling him on that ſubject, I requeſt you will on 
the firſt vacant moment, pat: him in mind of it, 
that I may receive the Perſian letters. in time, to 
prevent many unexpected and diſagreeable conſe- 
quences. If you find I am not to expect thoſe 
Perſian letters, a note ſignifying Mr, Verelſt's re- 
fuſal, will be ſufficiens, and an anſwer procured, 
(if poſſible ta- day) either in the affirmative or ne- 
gative, will be efteemed a favour by, ih: 


= 0 Se! 2:7! in] 
donn e obedient, | 
Wn | (Signed) 


* 362; | . 

''s If « Calcutta, April 13, 1768. Wqm. Bolts,” 
To Mr. William Bolts. 

« This moment your letter of to- day's date is 

preſented to me, the purport of which rendering it 


* 


deſires me to let you know, that your ſeveral late 
letters to him (on the object of your preſent ad- 
dreſs to me) as well as his anſwers thereto, having 
been laid before the ſelect committee, you will re- 
ceive their ſentiments thereon from the ſecretary to 
that department, OE EEE rn hf MEG a 


Jam, Sit, 


« Your moſt obedient ſervant, Mp 


, « Wedneſday noon, (Signed) x | . 
April 1, 1766. © John Knott.“ 
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. To Charles Bloyer, Eſq; e 


ee to ny ſelect ite, at Fot 
| 42 Win Vain. ehrte g 
_—C— t (11 00 e 9111 mid | 
* Haring Tataby: wrote to Mr. Verelſt Ann 
letters regarding his having ordered into confine. 
ment ſundry perſons and merchants, who are my 
agents and gomaſtahs, who in conſequence of 
thoſe orders have been ſeized in ah Nabob Shu. 
jah ul Dowla's dominions in a ſudden manner, by 
force, plundered, impriſoned, and: ſent*dbwn un- 
der confinement to Shitabroy, the company's col. 
lector at Patna, who has there received them as 
priſoners, and continued them under confinement, 
whereby I am likely ta be a loſer of one hundred 
and fifty thouſand rupees, excluſive of the loſs 
accruing to thoſe injured perſons in particular, [n 
anſwer to thoſe my applications, I am now referred 
to the ſecretary of the ſelect commitee for their 
determinations thereupon; I therefore apply to 
you, and requeſt you will, pleaſe to ſend me, with- 
out loſs of time, a copy of ſuch proceedings as 
concern me, particularly mentioning the members 
preſent at this tranſaction. As one hour's delay 
may be of the moſt ruinous conſequence to my 
affairs, 1 hope 17 wy excuſe my earneſtneſs. 


110 1 am, Sir, 25 1 65 
* Your moſt obedient feryant,. 


(Signed) 
—* Calcutta, April 12, 1568. dam | Wm. Bolts” 


« To Mr. William Boles. 
66 Sir, : 


The opinion of the ſelect commit tee on n the 


ſubject of your letters to the governor, ſhall be 


made 


i 
| 


* 
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made khown to you as expeditiouſly as 21 be * 9 
my power to rran{mir it it to your”: L 
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9 Itter from "he: verelſt to the Raj ah Bul- F 
Hantſing, written, on the 14th. of " ALY 1768, y 
marked C. No, 32. viz, a 1 

The Nabob Shujah ul Dowla had ſo fie: i 
a quently and ſtrongly. complained of European. go- Go 
nt, maſtahs reſiding in his territories, and particularly 4 
red within your HE iction, that I could not refuſe k, 
ofs my conſent and encouragement , in getting them + 
In withdrawn, My laſt letter was therefore meant * 
ed to cut off, if poſſible, all future cauſes of com- 4 
eir plaint againſt our. gomaſtahs, and, to. quiet the,un- 


to eaſineſs of our ally the Nabob, by my zeal for the 
h- eaſe and happineis of his country. Lou had made 
as particular objections to the conduct of Monſ. Ca- 


Is nonge before, but it aſtoniſhes me to hear the; ri- 
7 gour with which you have treated him, in hurry- 
y ing him away without a moment's reſpite, to ſettle 


his concerns. Monſ. Chevalier, the French; go- 
vernor, has himſelf large concerns in Monſ. Ca- 
nonge 's hands, which are now at ſtake, and he has 
given me ſuch an account of your ſeizing, impri- 
ſoning, and maltreating him, that I cannot con- 
ceive any provocations could juſtify, or auy con- 
ſequences ariſe from it, but enormous loſſes of pri- 
vate property, without benefit to the country. I 
muſt therefore deſire of you to purſue theſe mat- 
ters with another temper, and more moderation; 
and as Mr. Chevalier has engaged himſelf reſpon- 
ible for Mons. Canonge, removing all future deal- 
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inge in that country, and Monſ. Canonęg 
given proteſtations #@ the ſame. purpoſe 104 
you will grant him a month's indulgence for the 
adjuſtment ef his former concerns, ſeeing he is to 
contract no new engegements during that time. I 
am further informed that you are colleRing duties 
upon all goods whieh have been formerly tranſ- 
ported into your diſtricts. I really can ſee go 
reaſon for this, unleſs you mean to make uſe of 
public pretences for your 29 emolument; 
and, as I wiſh rather to ſerve our ally Shu- 
jah ul Dowla really and effentially, than gratify 
22 intereſt or private paſſions, J defite' you 
will defift from this practice in future, and facili- 
tate as much as in your power, the coneluſion ef 
concerns now exiſting, and no more exact duties 
On goods either bought or fold in your diftrifs 
OE Be. ans os 5501069 Yi 


Your committee then read part of the proceed 
ings of a ſelect committee held at Fort Wilham in 
Bengal, on the 15th of April 1768, at which were 
Preſent Harry Verelſt, Eſq; Preſident, John Car- 
tier, Richard Becher, and Charles Floyer, Eſqrs. 
VIZ. | Ks | C1 

The -prefident lays before the committee the 
late correſpondence between him and Mr. W. 
Boles, on the ſubje& of the-latter's concerns in the 
countries of Shujah ul Dowla and Bulwantſing, 
and requeſts that the two following paragraphs of 
Mr. Bolts's letter to him, under date the 2d in- 
Kant, may be recorded upon theſe proceedings, as 
in one of them he acknowledges what the preſi- 
dent has long fince had intimation, of his carrying 
om a cofreſpondence with the pringes and others 
of the country. A circumſtance which be the 
preſident deems highly detrimental to the intereſt 
of our hqnourable employers, and an abſalute 
defiance of their order.“ We 


Extract 


RR. 


6287 


Extract of a letter from Mr. William Bolts to the 
Preſident, dated the 2d of Aprit 1768. f 


I received yeſterday your favour of the 3iſt, 
in anſwer to mine of the 3oth paſt, acquainting me 
of your ignorance of any orders having, been 
given reſpecting my gomaſtahs in particular. 

Lou muſt therefore, I fear, have been groſsly 
abuſed by thoſe who penned the Perſian: letters 
from hence: for by authentic copies of them, 
which I have this moment received from Oud, my 
gomaſtahs are particularly mentioned by name.“ 


The Preſident alſo acquaints the board, that in 
his reply to Mr. Bolts's laſt letter to him, he refer- 
red him to the reſolutions of the ſelect committee, 
before whom he propoſed to lay his correſpondence 
for their conſideration , in conſequence whereof, the 
ſecretary received two letters from Mr. Bolts, dated 
the 13th and 14th inſtant, which are now produ- 
ced and read. The ſecretary begs leave to obſerve, 
that the laſt letter he received was in reply to one 
he wrote to Mr. Bolts, afluring him that as ſoon 
as the committee came to any reſolution concern- 
ing him, he ſhould be made acquainted there- 
with. * t I 

Ordered, * | 
That the two letters from Mr. Bolts be entered 
after the proceedings, and that the following letter 
be wrote to him from our ſecretarx. 
To Mr. William Bolts. 


f % Sir, E. „in 


am directed by the ſelect committee to in. 
form ybu, that they, nor the reſident, know of 
no orders for the confinement of any of your go- 
maſtahs. That repreſentation from Shujah Dowla 
and Bulwarifing have made it neceflary for "the 
hi | S * com- 
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committee to determine on the recall of all 
maſtahs taking upon them the Engliſh name in 
their countries. That they think you have no 
right to call upon them on this occaſion, having 
long fince had the uſual time allowed you for the 
adjuſtment of all your concerns, having already 
been ordered to leave the country, and adviſed 
that no further protection would be given you. 
* The committce are therefore determined not 
to interfere, or in any ſhape charge themſelves 
with any of your concerns. I have laid before 
them your letters to me under dates the 13th and 
14th inſtant. 


<< 1 am, Sir, 


* Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


« Fort William, Signed) 
Ape 15, 1768. «© Charles Floyer. 


Be Secretary of the ſelect committee. 


Read alſo the following letters to and from ſe- | 


veral perſons, VIZ. 


A letter from Shitabroy to Mr, Verelſt, received 
the 16th of April 1768, marked C. No. 134. 


% Your ſervant, with all faithfulneſs, is at no 


time wanting in the diſcharge of your high com- 
mands, but may it pleaſe your Excellency, when 
the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn was in Calcutta, 
and the affair of Garruckpore was taken notice of 
in your conferences, your ſervant imagined you 
would have iſſued your gracious orders on the ſub- 


Je& to him. It is true, the affair is ſettled, but 


your ſervant has not been honoured with your il- 
luſtrious letter concerning it. For * days 
chere have been two officers ſtationed, one at Mo- 
nor on the Dewah, the other at Chowſah, for thi 

examination of Engliſh boats nd the duſtucks of 


the 
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the company; and the colonel informed me, that 
your Excellency orders had — ſignified to your 
ſervant for the ſtationing deputies on the part of 
the government, in the fame places, but your ſer- 
vant made . anſwer, that your orders on that head 
had not reached him. Thirdly, your ſervant has 
received advice from Rajah Bulwantſing, of your 
directions for his ſeizing on the perſons of Coge! 
Melcomb and Gregore, Armenians, and Mon 
Canonge, a Frenchman, and conveying them 
down to your ſervant z neither have you honoured 
your ſervant with any intimation of this. As theſe 
three high commands, all relative to your fervant, 
have been iſſued out without his receiving any 
direct orders from your Excellency, ſo that he 
might be duly informed and ready in the execution 
thereof, he therefore humbly defires your Excel- 
lency would apprife him of your venerable com- 
mand, and not ſubject him to ſuch diſagreeable 
alternatives in future. It is highly neceſſary for 
your Excellency to incline your attention hereto.” 


A letter from Mr. Verelſt to the Nabob Shujah 
ul Dowla, written the 26th of, April 1768, marked 
C. BY >... | 


7 * (7 


« I am ſorry to inform your Excellency, that 
in conſequence of my letters to you concerning the 
Engliſh gomaſtahs, and your orders thereupon, I 
find your officers have exercifed a ſeverity beyond 
what either of us intended, They have ſeized and 
ſent away many, without allowing them the ſhort- 
eſt time to adjuſt their affairs, and others, from 
this kind of treatment, find it impoſſible even to 
receive the debts lawfully due to them. As thole 
loſſes muſt fall heavy on many individuals, I think it 
but juſt to requeſt your Excellency'to indulge them 
with two months licence, to withdraw their effects, 
and ſettle their affairs, and at the ſame time give 
ſuch orders to the officers of your dominions, that 
17101 1 they 
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they may lend them all aſſiſtance for the more 

ſpeedy diſpatch of this matter. In the mean time, 
- ſhould any of them misbehave, or interfere in any 
thing regarding your country, I requeſt you 
would order Mr. Rumbold to be made acquainted 
with it, as he is nearer than myſelf, and as he is a 
gentleman in whoſe juſtice I have the moſt perfect 
reliance, he will puniſh them in the moſt exem- 
plary manner. For this purpoſe he has full in- 
ſtructions from me.“ 


A letter from Mr. verelſt to the Rajah Bulwant 
ſing, written the 26th of April 1768, marked 
C. No. 35. | 


„I before wrote, that the comaſtahe of the 
Engliſh gentlemen ſhould be allowed, as before, 
to diſpoſe duty free, of what they had imported, 
or to carry away goods they might have already 
provided. I now acquaint you, that it is deter- 
mined that they ſhall be allowed two months from 
the receipt of this, for the ſettling their affairs, 
and I deſire you will afford them every aſſiſtance 
herein, that the buſineſs may be ſpeedily brought 
to an iſſue. In this interval, ſhould you have any 
cauſe of complaint againſt my gomaſtahs, you' will 
repreſent it to Mr. Rumbold at Patna, and he will 
give you immediate redreſs.” 


A letter from Mr. Francis Hare, ſecond in 
council at Patna, to Mr, Bolts, dated the igth 


of April 1768, which was proyed by Mr. Bolts; 
viz. 


I have received vir e the oth in- 
ſtant, incloſing a letter from Ramcantoboſe, which 
I immediately ſent him, acquainting him with 
your inſtructions relating to Melcomb and Gre- 
gore, though I do not ſee: hat effect they can 
have, as they cannot be releaſed but by the 


; that confined them. I _ both left this place 


ſome 


P- 
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ſome time ago, and muſt have arrived at the city, 
I think, long before this, ſo that their enlarge- 
ment muſt be. obtained by you. As for me, as [ 
was ordered to deliver them up to. Shitabroy, un- 
der pain of forfeiture of the ſervice, though not 
permitted to put that order in execution, (for the 

were ſent here priſoners by Bulwantfing)' 1 think 
I cannot venture on a farther application.?“ 


P. S. I anſwered your two favours of cd 5h 
and 26th ut ThE 4th inſtant.” 


$34 > } 


A Lack unter the hind and ſeal of Cogee 
Abraham, a very principal merchant at the city of 
Murſhadabad, to Mr. Bolts, dated the fourth zil- 
hedge, which was proved by Mr. R 1 and 
rranflated by Gonyſhamdaſs, viz, 


After the uſual compliments, I 3 1 
favourable letter, with one incloſed for Moyeen 
Dowla (Mahomed Reza Khawn) and one for Ra- 
jah Dullubram, on Monday the goth zilcade, at 
eight in the evening; and you defire that I will 
learn from them and write you the particulars or 
reaſons of Cogee Melcomb's being impriſoned. 
Kind Sir, I delivered the letters to the ſaid-Nabob 
and Rajah. The Nabob read the letter, but I 
have not got an anſwer ; he ſaid Cogee Melcomb 
has been diſpatched from up the country, in the 
morning, or evening he will certainly arrive. After 


his arrival I ſhall write to the committee, and will 
ſpeak to you, conformable to the orders which 1 


may receive from thence. The Rajah" gave for 
anſwer,” that he knew nothing of the affair,” and I 
myſelf am certain that he knows nothing about it. 
As ſoon as J receive the Rajah's anſwer 1 ſhall for- 


ward it - And when Gogee Melcomb arrives here, 


I ſhall not be deficient in friendſhip towards him, 
and he l not find ahn am e 1 
a ave 
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have no moré in my power. What falt I write 
maya 2: 2 2809 at ot tote nook” Mall 1 


Tranſlation of part, of an original letter under 
the hand and ſeal of Cogee Abraham, at Mur- 
ſbadabad, dated the 1oth zilbedge, to William 
Bolts, proved by Gonyſhamdab, ., 

© On the 8th. of this month, Cogee Melcomb 
arrived in town, and he waited on the Nabob Mo- 
yeen ul Dowla Bahador, The ſaid Nabob ordered 
the coming down of Cogee Melcomb in the gar- 
den called Ferrahbag. He is in the ſaid garden, 
but is under a guard, My Sir, it appears that 
the ſaid Nabob is waiting for the orders of the 
committee, that he may do according to the order 
whatſoever comes from thence. If Mr, Hare ſhall 


ſpeak in the cauſe of his deliverance, I ſuppoſe 


the deliverance will appear ſoon, becauſe the ſaid 
gentleman is maſter of the buſineſs, * This is the 
ſubje& which is written to you, for to give you 
the knowledge of it, What hall 1 write 
more * : TIM I 64.4 24. 


A letter from Mr, Bolts to Harry Verelſt, Eſq; 
Preſident; John Cartier, Richard Becher, 
James Alexander, Claud Ruſſel, William Al- 
derſey, and. Charles Floyer, Fſqrs. members of 
the council for the affairs of the honourable the 
united company of merchants of England, 
trading to the Haſt- Indies. e ON 1 

„Gentlemen, 


“ have been now thirteen days waiting for an 


anſwer to my application to your board of the 18th 
of April, regarding my impriſoned agents. They 


have now been forced down to Murſhadabad, 
where they are alſo kept under f{tri& confinement z 
whereby, excluſive of the loſſes accruing to me, 
not only their property and characters, but their 
lives 


(80 


lives alſo are endangered. In anſwer to the appli - 
cations which have been made to the Nabob, he 
ſays he is waiting for your. nn from Calcutta 
reſpeCting them. 9 

«© As they are Chriſtians, men | of ſubſtance: nd. 
good character, houſeholders of Calcutta, and in 
every way intitled to the protection of the Britiſn 
laws, it is incumbent on me, in whoſe ſervice; and 
on whoſe account they innocently ſuffer thoſe evils, 
to repeat my tepreſentations to you on their be- 
half; at leaſt ſo far, that though they loſe their 
property as well as me, they may yet eſcape with 
their lives, and thereby have an opportunity by: 
their future induſtry, of preſerving their families 
from utter ruin. 

Thus far I petition on behalf of thoſe inno · 
cent and oppreſſed merchants. 
With reſpect to the redreſs which 1 myfell 
have required, by your long ſilence on ſo im 
ant and delicate a point, it is beyond a danke, 
that you, gentlemen, mean to avow the proceedings 
of your preſident and ſelect committee, as refer- 
red to in my addreſs of the 18th of: April, and to 
give me no redreſs: however, I requeſt the favour 
you will let me be acquainted with your reſolution 
by letter, in the manner uſual on applications to 
your board, eſpecially as I have a right to expect 
ſuch a formal avowal of public reſolutions wherein 
1 am 170 much intereſted. 


« ] am, Gentlemen, 


« Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
| | (Signed) 
2 Calcutta, May a, 1768. Wm. Bolts.“ 


Vour committee then proceeded to read part of 


eedi the governor and council of 
te proc ings of 89 oh 
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Caleutta, at a conſultation un on tho ab ot _ 
1768, as follows; 

Mr. Bolts ſends in a lewer qepenting his re- 
preſentations to us in behalf of his impriſoned 


1 


Ants“ lo nem 
Ordered, That it: be entered after the conſulta- 
tion. j (4071 3 31 01 392 


Colonel Smith delivers in-the following mi- 
nute: l vine. 5 

Colonel Smith! having ea the ae e 
of the ſelect committee, as well as! the reſolutions 
of the council eoncerning. Mr. Bolts, he now 
takes this firſt opportunity of expreſſing in perſon 
to the board thoſe ſentiments which he wrote to 
the committee in h is letter of . I Win ont 


It appears from the conſultativps of the sth of 


November 1765, that you determined to repeat 
the former orders for Mr. Bolts to proceed to Eng- 
land, and that in caſe of diſobedience to thoſe: or- 
ders: and contempr of your authority, that his 
perſon ſhould be ſeized, and ſent home pPriſoner in 
one of the ſhips of the laſt ſeuſon? ite zu 10 

have carefully examined your recomds; in or- 
der to diſcover if the poſterior conduct of Mr. 
Bolts had been ſuch as to induce you to poſtpone 
or annul your former reſolution, but J find Pu 
reſolution ſtands unrevoked and unexecutedt. 

It appears alſo from the 'proceedings of the 
ſelect committee, that Mr, Bolts, ever fince this 
your reſolution of the th of November, has been 
correſponding with the country powers. This 
correſpondence is wiſely and expreſsly prohibited 
to individuals. by the orders of our honourable 
maſters. _ 

If you had not already entered into a reſolution 
of ſending Mr. Bolts to Europe, moſt undoubt- 
edly.I 2001 have made ſuch A. motion, but when 
I read an unäanimòôus decree of your board; for 
taking ſuch meaſures on this occalion as appears 

abſo- 


9 
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abſolutely neceſſary for the public ſervice, I can2; 


not but conjure you, Gentlemen, to ſupport the 


dignity of government, by enforcing obedience” 
to yout own reſolutions; for ſhould we ſuffer Mr. 
Bolts with impunity to bid defiance to your autho- 
rity, the "conſequences "are ſo very obvious, that 
to mention them is unneceſſary. I do there 
fore move, that the reſolution of the gth of No- 
vember 1567, ſhall' be carried into execution, and: 
in caſe of diſobedience to your orders on the part 
of Mr. Bolts, that he ſhall poſitively be ſent pri- 
ſoner to Europe in the firſt ſhip which ſhall be diſ- 
patched from this preſidency, ſigned Richard: 
Smith—Fort William, the 4th of May 1768. 

The board till 'adhere to their former reſolu- 
tion of ſending Mr. Bolts to England. It is there- 
fore agreed and reſolved that he ſhall be ſent to 
* by the firſt "ſhip that is diſpatched this 
Laie 270 e 456 b. „ 90 ov at 


Read a letter from Mahomed Reza Khawn to 
Mr. Verelſt, received by him the 3d of May 
1768, marked C. No. 146. vin. 
Acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Verelſt's 
letter 1 No. —) concerning Monſ. Canonge, and; 
incloſing copies of the purwannahs ſigned by Mr. 
Rumbold, which the Armenians fent down by 
Bulwantſing, had, as gomaſtahs to Mr. Hare.“ 


11 


rn 


* 
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Read—part of à letter from Sujah ul Dowla to 


Mr. Verelit, received by him the 15th of May 
1768, marked C. No. 161.—viz. OG 
Ipon a Rukah (or poſtſcript). nen 3 725 
In regard to ſecrets being betrayed, and your 
letters expoſed, which you wrote me concerning, 
the caſe is this, That from the firſt till now we 
never correſponded: ou any ſectet, except the affair 
of the vizirate, and my being inveſted with the 
— pri- 
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privileges khetęof; and upon "this ſubject I have 


received divers of your letters; beſides this, no 


other ſubject has been wrote upon; the friendly 


diligence you have uſed in this affair, and the fre- 
quent correſpondences we have had on this ſubject 
being notorious, I do I own frequently enlarge on 
your goodneſs and favour in public, on your 

ing ſo much trouble for your friend; but it is im- 
poſſible, and God forbid that the ſecrets of the 
company and council ſhould, be diſcovered, either 
in paſt or future; whatever letters I receive- from 
you, after having read them in private, I ſeal 
them up, and keep them with all care: I do not 
underſtand. in what manner you have wrote me 
this, I have taken an obligation from Meer Mu- 
ſhallah on this matter, and have ſent it by the hands 
of Captain Harper, who will tranſmit it to you. 
You will make due enquiries from Mr. Bolts, who 
is with you on the ſpot, and get the copies of the 
letters 5 him which he ſays he has in his poſ- 
ſeſſion. If it is proved on Meer Muſhallah, he 
ſhall be puniſhed according to the obligation I 
have ſent you from him: and I have alſo given 
poſitive orders, that nothing concerning the affair 
of the Vizirate, or other matters, ſhall be made 
known to any one. Seeing what neceſſity there is 
for others to be made acquainted, I will enforce 
theſe orders, and you will make the ſtricteſt en- 
quiries; for if Meer Muſhallah ſhall have heard 
any thing concerning the affair of the Viairate 
which is on foot, and wrote the ſame, I will pu- 
niſn him alſo for that; what buſineſs has he with 
it, and why ſhould he write about theſe things ?. 


Upon 4 Rukah (or poſtſcript ). 
] have juſt received intelligence, that Coſſim 


2 Cawn has taken his leave of the Rohillahs, 
ani Ern: going to the Decan ; though I don't 
903 OY em ane en dae 


1 


* 
think 


„ a a oo ]FJ 


W rn 


6 


** "OF" 


as. A 


OA Ugo wwe <eO @þ 


(- 207 ) 


think: it practieable to get him into our hands, yet 
I: think he might be eaſily cut off, caution and care is 
neceſſary in ſoch caſes; for it is notorious Coſfim 


is a compleat villain, and ſhould he go there, 
what diſturbances will he hot raiſe? It is a pro- 


verb; that dn enemy ſhould never be conſidered as 
weak j whatever you ſhall write me on this fab- 


ject, as yours and the c@unciF's determination, I 


will act agreeably thereto, but a N and deter- 
mined anſwer | is neceſſaty.” 


| 20 127 *? 
Tranſlate of Meer Mofkallah's fo ith; ſent If 


DUE Caprain Harper. n 


ni 1 Meer Muſhallah, finding that viven evits 
minded pebple have reported, that I ſent copies to 
Mr. Boles, of the letters which come from the 
Engliſh Serdars to his Excellency the Nabob vi- 
zire (whom God long preſerve), and as I never 
even took a letter of the Engliſh Serdars in my 
hand, much leſs could de acquainted with the Pages 
port of them, or take copies, do therefore 
and here by theſe preſents covenant, that if this 
thing ſhall he proved, that I have ſent copies of 
the letters of the Engliſn Serdars to Mr. Bolts, or 
any other; or, if ever I diſcovered to any one, 
any ſeeret communicated by his Excellency to me, - 
I ſhall be deemed guilty before his Excellency, If 
any letter under my ſeal appears concerning the 
aforeſaid matter, let his Excellency deſtroy me 
and my family, and puniſh me as a guilty perſon , 
and, if this is not proved, let the evil-minded be 
put to death, that ſuch wicked and abominable 
people may take warning: I have therefore (Meer 
Muſhallah) given theſe preſents as an obligation, this 
ninth day of an in Pert you' we Hie 


1187.“ 1 
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Read Lalſo a petition of the relations of the 
Armeniahs, as addreſſed to the governor and 
council of Fort William in Bengal, dated the 1th 
of May +768, proved by Mr. Bolts, vx. 

inn nn ne enen. 1 
To the honourable Harry Verelſt, Eſq; Preſi- 

dent and Governor, &. Gentlemen of the 

| Councitar Fort Wills. 

Honourable Sir . 

tc We the ſubſcribers to this humble addreſs, re- 
lations of Cogee Melcomb Philip and Cogee Gre- 
gore Cojamaul Calder, beg leave to repreſent to 
your honours, that our ſaid relations have, for ſix 
or ſeven years paſt, been conſtantly employed by 
different Engliſh gentlemen, in the honourable 
company's ſervice, as agents in the tranſaction of 
their mercantile affairs, with honour and eredit to 


Docs 


themſelves, and to the ſatisfaction of their employ- 
ers, without having ever interfered in any affairs 


of other nature than mercantile, on the tranſaction 
of which they were latterly left by their conſti- 
tuents to conclude and collect in their outſtanding 
concerns in the diſtricts of Banaras, Patna, &c. 
That they have been lately ſeized by force, and 
have now: been kept in, great diſtreſs under confine- 
ment by the Nabob and his officers, firſt at Patina, 
and now actually at Muxadavad, ever ſince the 
3iſt of March paſt, without the leaſt cauſe for 
complaint that we can diſcover ; that, by the ſaid 
confinement, the - priſoners are expoſed to great 
diſtreſs, loſs, of their health or lives, the ruination 
of their families, and of us, your honours, &c. 


humble repreſentants; that, on applications which 


we have made to the Nabob for their releaſement, 


he refuſes to grant it without expreſs orders from 


your honour, &c. which makes us extremely ſorry and 
apprehenſive leſt they ſhould have juſtly incurred the 
diſpleaſure of your honour, &c. In the mean time, 

751K | we 
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we humbly beg leave to repreſent, that ſtwuld they 
have been guilty of any miſdemeanors, - we are 
ready to give ſuch ſecurity, either for money or 
their appearance when called for, as the Nabob 
can juſtly require, or to your honours may ap 

reaſonable ; and, as they are houſeholders of, the 
| £0 ph Calcutta, and have long enjoyed the bene- 


the protection of the honourable company, 


to xhoſe intereſt we will venture to affirm they 
never acted contrary ; we therefore humbly hope 
your honours will pleaſe to Lia an order for their 
releaſement, which will be a laſting obligation 
conferred on, 


* 8 Sir and Sirs, 
| „ Your moſt faithful, 
“ and devoted ſervants, 


Mother Mary Cojamaul Calder, 


Wife—Catharine Gregore, | 2 
Brother —Zechariah Cojamaul _ G gre © 
Calder, J. Gregare. 
Uncle Aviatt Marcar, e 
5 4 lan 1 | Cogee 
Relations, *.Arratoon Calder, 


 Melcomb. 
v9 « Calcutta, May 15, $708.” v - 


* 


The committee then read a proteſt on the part 


of Mr. Bolts, againſt the governor and council of 


Calcutta, for all Ioſſes and damages conſequent of 
their impriſonment of the Armenians, as the ſame 
was preſented by John Holme, Notary Public, to 
the ſaid governor and council, and ſtands recorded 
on their e of * n of _ gone | 
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Nay 1968, the original of which being produced, 
was proved by Gonyſhamdals, as follows: 3 
After the accuſtomed Perſian compliments, 
the receipt of your moſt favourable friendly letter 
gave me great pleaſure and ſatisfaction; therein 
you write me that Cogee Melcomb and Cogee 
regore, your gomaſtahs, had wrote that I had 
imprifoned them, and ſent them down to Mur- 
fraJabad, and you requeſt' ro know what crimes 
they had committed to merit ſuch puniſhment : 
Favourable Sir, the . Rajah 14 under 
guard of his own people, ſent Monſieur Canonge, 
a French gentleman, Cogee Melcomb, and Cogee 
Gregore, down from Mirzapore and Banaras to 
me, and at the ſame time wrote to me, that I 
muſt ſend them down to Murſhadabad in the very 
ſame manner as they were brought to Patna; ac- 
cording to the writing of the ſaid Rajah, Monſ. 
Canange, the French gentleman, with Cogee Mel- 
comb, and Cogee Gregore, were diſpatched to Mur- 
ſhadabad. At that time it was not known to me that 
the ſaid Cogees, kind Sir, were your gomaſtahs.” 
_ Concludes with the uſual compliments. 


Read —alſo the tranſlation of a letter from Jug- 
gutanund, a man of great conſequence at the city 
of Murſhadabad, to Mr. Bolts, dated the 24th of 
May 1768, the original of which was produced 
and proved by Mr. Bolts, viz. 3 


On the 2d of the month Joyſtee, I received 
your favourable letter of the 31ſt of Byſaach, and 
am acquainted with the contents, and perceive, 
chat on account of two of your gomaſtahs, who 
have been impriſoned and ſent here, you had 
written a letter te the great Nabob (meaning the 
Nadob upon the throne, in diſtinction from the 
acting Naib, Mahomed Reza Khawn) of Which 
you incloſe me a copy, after informing myſelf of 

every 
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every particulat. I ſent the letter by a truſty per- 
ſon of _ own to the. Nabob, with the necallty 
reſpects and greetings on your part. Two days 
after, he ſaid, I do not know what | anſwer I can 
give to this letter. I have no people I can truſt: 
who can I ſpeak to upon this affair, or who will 
mind what I ſay ? Mr. Bolts underſtands well the 
preſent Cridtion of affairs, that I am = nobody; and 
nothing can be done by me. 

As you did me the favour to write to me, 1 
would that in any manner your buſineſs was done, 
but according to the preſent turn of the times, no- 
thing can be expected. I kept your people, to 
ſee if I could do any thing, but find it is impoſ- 
ſible ; Sir, you are wiſe, you comprehend all the 
affair. Dated the 14th * or 24th of May, 
1768. 


P. S. After reading and keeping your letter 


four days, the Nabob returned it, and I herewith 
encloſe it to you.” 


Read—alſo the abſtract of a letter written by 
Mr. Verclit on the 2gth of May 1768, to the 
Rajah Bulwantſing, marked C. No, 46. viz, 


“ Deſiring him to releaſe ſome boats belonging 
to Mr. po. chard which he had detained, and 
warning him againſt ſuch proceedings in future.” 


Read—alſo the 8 of a Peifien 1 


from Boyenautſing, principal Miniſter of Rajah 
Bulwantſing, to Cogee Gregore; the e of 
which was proved by Cony ſhamdaſs, 2. 


After many compliment: in the Perſian ſtyle, 
he proceeds 

« have received your favourable * and 
am acquainted with the contents; my brother, as 
* 1 would have it, was ics at Gunga. 


pore, 


1 


( 292 ) 


-pore, and therefore, for my brother's. buſineſs, I 
ſtaid at the village Comma, where I was twelve 
days, and ſettled all my buſineſs, and was myſelf 
alſo out of order. Yeſterday I artived at Puttyla. 
and my dear friend was not the leaſt acquainted 
with your caſe, until the receipt of your letter 
informed me; nothing of which you complain 
of has been done by the Maha Raja Bahadar, but 
ſolely and wholly by the orders of the | + — 
of Calcutta: In this reſpe& there is no help; 
cordingly Bukhtſing has been wrote to, to do 
every thing for you that is becoming of friend- 
ſhip, and I ſhall repreſent to Maha Raja Bahadar 
ſuch things as are proper, and the Almighty will 
be gracious. On your arrival in thoſe parts, pleaſe 
to write to me, that I may have encouragement 
in my mind. K or the reſt, oy * attend 
* 


Read —alſo the following letters; viz. 


Extract of a letter from the Nabob Shujah ul 
Dowla to Mr. Verelſt, received by him the wa 
of July 1768, marked D. No. 209. 


« I wrote you in a prior letter a full and parti- 
cular anſwer about Mr. Bolts and cer Muſhal- 
lah, and I have now repeated the ſame circum- 
ſtances anew to Rajah Purſud Roy, from whom 
you will be informed. I have written my whole 
heart, without omitting or diſguiſing any thing, or 
deviating the breadth of a hair. Agrecably.to your 
own deſire, I ſome time ago returned your Excel- 
lency all thoſe letters of yours which related to 
that ſubje& ; Meer Muſhallah has given an obliga- 
tion under his own hand; which if he has vio- 
lated, I will immediately bring him to the Pupiſh- 
ment contained therein.” © | | 

An original note trom KA Rajah 8388 
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amber ox at Calcutta, Maharage Miſſer, dated 
A+ of Nori 1768, produced and proved by 
On the cover ſealed © Rajah Bulwantſing, Ba- 


ed hudur, directed to the Brammin Effegy of Brimha 
er Mabrage Miſſer.“ mag 
in 


ut Bolts with.“ 296 10. RAN yh 
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en i I have received your letter As to what you 
-. have wrote about Mr. Bolts's gomaſtahs, you 
10 know that I have a regard for Mr. Bolts's buſineſa, 
. and a friendſhip for him from my heart, and al- 
Ir ways complied with whatever his gomaſtahs e- 
u queſted. When the Nabob, Harry Verelſt's letter 
ſe ame, for ſending them, agreeable to that order I 
c was obliged ro bend them to Reſah Shitabroy; 
d before the arrival of Mr. Bolts's and your letters, 
I had told) them. there is no impediment on my 
rt, | * 
original letter, written by Rajah Shitabroy 
1 to Mr. Bolts, dated the 31ſt of July 1768, proved 
: by Gonyſhamdaſs; v1z. | 
« After the uſual complimentz—1. received 
your favourable letter, wherein you write that it 
- appeared to you, my fayourable friend, that an- 
N other of your gomaſtahs, named Cogee Rafael, _ 
- who was 1n thoſe parts, has been impriſoned and 
| brought down to me, and that I had continued 
5 the ſaid Rafael under confinement, and with my 
own people ſent him dewn to Murſhadabad, and 
that as you, kind Sit, are unacquainted with the 


crime the ſaid Rafael has eue: to merit my 
configing and putting a guard upon him, you 
therefore requeſt ill acquaine you: with the ſaid 
Rafael's crime. My dear Sir, I did not know that 
Rafael was your gomaſtah, nor am I, in the leaſt 
acquainted with. any. fault. he has committed. 
Colonel Barker, Bahadur, wrote to mę that he hgd 
diſpatched o me hs a Rafael and two other 
ARG: e B51 
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Armenians, who in the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla's 
country had been in confinement under Captain 
Harper, who had ſent them to him Colonel Bar- 
ker; accordingly I diſpatched them to-the Nabob 


Khane Khanaan Mobzzer ul Mulk Bahader, at 
Murſhadabad, the particulars of their faults - or 


their innocence muſt be well known to Mr. Hap 


per himſelf: with reſpe& to me, kind Sir, do not 
believe me capable of any thing contrary to the 


ſtricteſt friendſhip. towards you, you fhall know 
me your on friend.” 


Your committee then proceeded to read the 
memoriel of the Armenian gentlemen, Gregore 
Cojamaul and Johannes Padre Rafael, as pre- 
ſented' to the court of Eaſt-India directors, dated 
London, the 12th of September 1769; viz. 


* To the honourable the court of directors for the 


affairs of the honourable the united company 

of merchants of England, trading to the Eaſt- 

Indies. 

„The humble petition of Cogee Gregore Co- 
jamaul and Cojee Johannes Padre Rafael, Arme- 


nian merchants, late of Bengal; 


« Humbly Sheweth, 
That your petitioners, who are natives of 


Iſpahan in Perſia, have, for many years, reſided in 


India, particularly in the provinces annexed to 
Bengal, and in the dominions of the different 


princes bordering upon ' thoſe provinces, where 


they have carried on for themielves, and others, 


a very extenſive trade, always with the permiſſion 
and approbation of the different princes in whoſe 
Ta cn your petitioners reſided, always pay- 


ing the duties exacted by ſuch princes, and al- 
© ways chearfully ſubmitcing chemielves to! the laws 


of ſuch countries. 


„That it has ever been the cuſtols Bor time 


F immemorial for Greeks, Georgians, Turks, Per- 


ſians, Tartars, Caſhmcerians, Armenians, and 
8 1 | other 


m 
L 
h 
ti 
{ 
t 
b 
1 
l 


( 258 ) 5 
bthet hatiohs; to reſort to and traffic in India; 
where the country Nabobs, ſenſible of the benefits 
ariſing from the reſort of foreign merchants, and 
the incfeaſe of trade, have at all times encouraged 
ſuch perſons to the utmoſt of their power. 

* That befides their own traffiek, your peti- 
tioners hkewiſe; for about feven years laſt paſt; 
have been honoured with buſineſs upon com- 
miſſion from ſundry Engliſh * ſeveral of 
whom are now in England. 

* That your petitioners, in ſuch ctanſaRions, 
have ever acted to the ſatisfaction of their conſti- 
ruents; and with credit to themſelves, having ever 
{tudiouſly avoided: interfering in any other than 
their own mereantile affairs, and as they have ever 
been well-wiſhers to the honourable Engliſh Eaft- 
India Company, having never in the moſt diſtant 
manner RI ee to the intereſts of that 
company. ; 

«© That your beine were lately tefdent: in 
the dominions of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla; 
and the Rajah Bulwantkog, who, to the great 
ſurprize of your petitioners; received orders Bon 
your prefidency at Calcutta or Fort William, to 
baniſh your petitioners out of their countries. 5 

That thoſe princes communicated the orders. 
which they had received from your faid preſidency 
to your petitioners, : who had the honour to te 
favoured with the friendſhip of the ſaid princes, 
who ' propoſed various expedients to ſcreen your 
petitioners from violence, as your petitioners can 
thew by authentie documents in their hands, to 
the ſatis faction of this honourable court. 

«+ That the friendſhip of thoſe princes having 
induced them to evade the immediate execution 
of ſuch ryrannical orders, for which they knew no 
cauſe; your preſident; ' Mr. Verelſt, wrote again in 
repeated letters; and in the moſt pere mptory 
terms, to have your petitioners ſeized, impriſoned. 
44 n | ang 
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books and papers, and the effects of many other 


of your petitioners, and offering to give any ſuch 


preſident and council. 


vVorſe than convicted felons: Cogee Rafael, ow 
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and ſent down into the company's provinces to 
Patna and Murſhadabad, and for fear of further 
delays or evaſions, orders were given to the im- 
mediate ſervants of the Engliſh company, who WM wh 
were employed to ſeize and impriſon your petition. W the 
ers, as they are likewiſe ready to prove to the ſatiſ- | 
faction of this honourable court, by autheatic 
documents and writings under hand and ſeal of the 
ſaid company's ſervants. . | 

«© That accordingly. your petitioners were ſeized 
in the moft ſudden, cruel, and inhuman manner, 
and brought down to the company's factory at 
Patna and Murſhadabad, being obliged to quit 
inſtantly all they were poſſeſſed of in that country, 
to a very conſiderable amount, together with their 


perſons with which they were entruſted, and for 
which they are amenable. 9 


That during the confinement of your peti- 
tioners, the relations of your petitioners did de- 
liver to your preſident, Mr, Harry Verelſt, ſundry 
petitions, particularly one of the 15th of May 
1768, and one of the 13th of June 4768, (which 
your petitioners imagine ſtand recorded upon your 
Calcutta conſultations) requeſting the releaſement 


ſecurity tor money, or the appearance 


of your pe- 
titioners, as might appear reaſonable to your ſaid 


Sn EE os LS. 


« That the ſaid petitions were paid no regar 
to, but your /petitioners were continued under 
confinement, your petitioner Cogee Gregore Coja- 
maul having been confined from the 14th of 


March 1768, to the 23d of May 1768, being two 


months and nine days, and your petitioner Cogee 


Johannes Padre Rafael, from the 27th of March 
1768, to the 28th of Auguſt 1768, being five 


months, during which time they were treated 
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firſt impriſoned in a horſe-ſtable, and afterwards 
both kept in cloſe confinement, under a ſtrgng 
guard of the company's ſepoys with fixed bayonets, 
who never ſuffered your. petitioners to ſtir out 
their ' ſight. 18 | 

That being at laſt releaſed from confinement, 
your petitioners and their friends waited upon your 
preſident, Mr. Harry Verelſt, not only to be ac- 
quainted what were the cauſes of his diſpleaſure, 
and why they had been confined ? but requeſting 
leave to return up the country, to ſecure their 
effects and outſtanding concerns, thereby to pre- 
ſerve themſelves and families from ruin; but to 
the misfortune of your petitioners, all their appli- 
cations were. paid no regard to, nor could they 
ever obtain any ſatis faction, or be acquainted why 
they had been thus capriciouſly impriſoned for 7 
long a time, and then ſet at liberty, without being 
accuſed of even a fictitious miſdemeanor. 

That, to the great aſtoniſhment of your pe- 
titioners, upon their arrival in Calcutta, they were 
informed that your governor, Mr. Harry Verelſt, 
and his council, had been pleaſed to publiſh an 
edict, under date the 18th of May 1768, prohi- 
biting all Armenians and Portugueze, and their 
deſcendants, from reſiding or trading; in any part 
out of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, 
or from attempting to tranſport any merchandize 
beyond thoſe provinces, under penalty of the ut - 
moſt ſevere corporeal puniſhment, and the con- 
fiſcation of ſuch merchandize: an atteſted notorial 


copy of which moſt extraordinary public edict is 


in the hands of your petitioners, for the inſpection 
of this honourable court. | 
„That your petitioners were hereby not onl 

deprived, among others, of thoſe rights which 
were due to them @# men from the law of na- 
tions, but were r that freedom of trade 
which their nation had always enjoyed in the _ 
4 | | 
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of the worſt of the ancient black Nabobs, and in 
particular, were alſo deprived of all hopes of ever 
recovering thoſe effects, from which they had been 
thus forcibly and capriciouſly taken. | 

„That your petitioners, who have been there- 
fore neceſſitated at a great expence to come to 
England for Juſtice, now appeal to the equity of 
'this honourable court, requeſting that they will 
either indemnify your petitioners for the great 
loſſes they ſuſtain, or that they will pleaſe. to order 
home to anſwer for themſelves, the preſident, Mr. 
Verelſt, and ſuch of the company's ſervants, as to 
this honourable court may appear to have been the 
acting perſons in the oppreſſions complained of: 
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
ſhall ever pray, | 
L500 ' © Cogee Gregore Cojamaul. 
* Copgee Johannes Padre Rafael. 
t London, Sept. 12, 1769.“ | 
- Your committee then read a letter from the 
_ petitioner, Gregore Cojamaul, to the court of 

Eaſt-India directors, dated the 29th of February 
1772, together with the anſwer thereto, as follows: 
* To the honourable Court of Directors for Af- 

fairs of the Honourable the United Company 
of Merchants of England, trading to the Eaſt- 
Indies. 3 _ | 
„ Honourable Sirs, 

* Being acquainted by Governor Johnſtune, that 
he was informed by one of the directors of the 
Eaſt-India company, upon preſenting my perition 
to parliament, that the court of directors had offi- 
clally tranſmitted the memorial I delivered to them 
of the 12th of September 1769, to their preſident 
and council of Bengal, and that they had received 
a full and explicit anſwer from thence, with ſpecific 
charges by the laſt ſnips. In conſequence of ſuch 
information, I now make my moſt humble appli- 
cation to the court, that they will be pleaſed to 

| : : | furniſh 
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furniſh me with a copy or copies of ſuch anſwer and 
charges, which I hope in common juſtice cannot be 
denied me, as I muſt ever preſume the directors 
are equally inclined to blame their ſervants when 
culpable, as to defend them when innocent, and 
that the protection of the inhabitants of Bengal is a 
a principal part of their conſideration, 
J am, with great reſpect, 
«© Honourable Sirs, 
e Your moſt obedient, humble, 
<< and devoted ſervant, 
. GREGO RE COJAMAUL. 
London, Feb. 29, 1772.” 


At a court of directors of the united Eaſt. India 
company, held on Wedneſday the 11th of March 
1772. 

The court on conſideration of a letter from lay 
gore Cojamaul, 


Ordered, 


T hat the following anſwer 'be given to the 
ſame, and tranſmitted to him accordingly. 

«© Our general letter, in anſwer to what we 
wrote to our Governor and Council, on the ſubject 
of the Armenians petition, as laid before the court 
of directors in 1769, contains many matters very 
improper to be communicated on the preſent ap- 
plication made by the Armenian Gregore Coja- 
maul, but ſo much as materially concerns the juſti- 
fication of our preſidency with reſpect to thole per- 
ſons, is to this effect; they refer to the country 
correſpondence tranſmitted to us in 1768, and to 
their proceedings in December 1767, for the par- 
ticulars of this matter, that theſe Armenians were 
diſcovered in carrying on intrigues at the court 


of Shujah Dowla, and that there was ſtrong pre- 


ſumption that they were the inſtruments of obtain- 
ing from Mr, Bolts, copies of our preſident's cor- 
rel poacence with the Vizier, not to mention the 

exeperience 
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experience they before had of the intriguing ſpitit 


of the Armenians during the government of Coffim 
Ally Cawn, _ A 3 

That at this very time, notwithſtanding an 
order in force, prohibiting the reſidence of go- 
. maſtahs of Engliſh gentlemen in the territories of 
Shujah Dowla and Bulwantſing, or indeed any 
where without the provinces, Mr. Bolts, in defi- 
ance of this order, would preſume to continue his 
agents, and that as it ſhould ſeem, not merely to 
wind up his old concerns in trade, but to engage 
in new ones. From theſe conſiderations they hope 
it will clearly appear their removal did not proceed 
from a motive of reſentment, either againſt 'Mr. 


\ 


Bolts or the Armenians themſelves. 

That it does not appear to the council, that 
the late preſident Verelſt was the immediate in- 
ſtrument of their removal, as had been infinua- 
ted, but that it was an act of the princes them- 
ſelves, and entirely optional on their parts; but 

admitting even that Kt order ſhould have come 
immediately from the preſident, or that the com- 
pany's ſepoys had been employed, they preſume 
they ſhould ſtand fully juſtified for ſuch an ex- 
ertion of authority, againſt perſons who not only 
ſet their orders at defiance, but were likewile 
buſied in ſchemes and intrigues of the moſt 
dangerous tendency to government, Mr. Johan- 
nes Padre Rafael, another Armenian merchant, 
being called upon to give an account of his 
an taken up to the time of his releaſement, 
ſaid, ee ee : 1 

I was in Fyſabad the 27th of March 1768, 
when Capt. Harper ſent two parties of ſepoys, 
and they took me priſoner, and carried me to 
Capt. Harper's tent, He ſent his munſhy to know 
the reaſon why we came at ſuch an improper hour, 
I ſaid, your maſter knows the reaſon why your ſe- 
poys brought me here. As ſoon as I Tpoketo 
| | = 
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," Capt. Harper eame out, and ſaid, 1 
you to Calcutta I anfwertd for hut 
? 'He ſaid, angrily, chat Mr. Verelſt had 
letter, and you muſt P 14 
repteſehied the diſtreſs my affairs would fiffer, 
if I had not three of four months time to ſettle 
them, and "thtreated ſome delay; he ſaid, 1 ſhall 
we'you euer days. I repreſented, that 1 thentd: 
be ruined if I not more time allowed me. I 
was put-under in my own houſe, and 
kept from the 27th of March to the iſt of May, 
ſtrictiy guarded by ſepoys. On the 2d of May I 
was ſent Ae che arrived there the roth 


of May. I was kept till the goth in the open 
air, I applied by Capt. Gravely to be releaſed, 
but without ſucceſs. ; The 2d of June (ſtill under 
confinement) I was ſent to Patna, where I arrived 


the 28th: I was ten days at Patna under cong | 


finement. I applied to Shitabroy to be releaſed, but 
without ſucceſs, On the 15th of July I arrived at 
Murſhadabad. I was brought before the Nabob. I 
pleaded, that as a merchant, I apprehended I might 
go were I pleaſed, paying the duties. The Nabob 
ſaid, there was now a new regulation, and that could 
not be, and then demanded an obligation, that I 
would not go up to the high country to trade under 
the pain of confiſcation of my goods. I refuſed to 
give the obligation, and was confined in a ſtable 
without meat or drink, for twenty four hours. T 
was then impriſoned in a dark dirty place, wotſe 
than a ſtable, till the 22d of Auguſt. I made ap- 


Feit to Mahomed Reza Khawan to be releaſed; 


e laid he could do nothing without orders from Mr. 
Verelſt. The Soubahdar, or commander of the ſe- 
50ys, told me ſome days after, that the Nabob had 
cen to wait on Mr. Sykes, to know Whethet he 
dad any orders from the committee, and upon Kis 
115 I was ordered to be releaſed. The Sotibah- 

ar deininded fixty rupees, which 1 not betng able 


to 
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© pay, was by his authority detained three days 
longer, when, upon payment of the money, I was 
releaſed ; but directions were given me not to go 
to the upper country; and accordingly I went to 
Calcutta. During my confinement, money was 
frequently extorted from me by tlie ſepoys: it coſt 
me, during my impriſonment, two thouſand ru- 

the greateſt part of which was forced from 
me by the ſepoys. | \ 


— —— 
” 


Martis 129 die Maii, 1772. - 
Colonel BURGOYNE in the chair, 
e368 = N-T.- 


Loxp FOLKSTONE. Mx. JOHNSTONE, 
Ma. VANE, Ma. RICE, 

Sin G. ELLIOT, Ma. STRACHEY, 
Mx. TRECOTHICK, Mx. SUTTON. 


Read a paper as ſent up purſuant to order by 
the Eaſt- India directors, entitled, An agreement 
between the governor and company of merchants 
of London trading to the Eaſt Indies, and the Ar- 
menians, dated the 22d June, 1688, as follows, viz, 
The governor and company of merchants of 
London trading to the Eaft Indies agree- 
ments with the Armenians, dated the 22d 

June 1688, PE 
The governor and company of merchants of 
London trading to the Eaſt Indies, to all to whom 
the preſents ſhall come, ſend greeting, Whereas 
pA ng hath been made to us by Sir Jafia 
Child, Bart. our deputy governor, that upon long 
conferences by him had with Coja Panous Calen- 
dar, an Armenian merchant of eminency, and an 
inhabitant of Iſpahan in Perſia, as alſo with Sir 
John Chardin, of London, Knt, they had, on be- 
half of the Armenian nation, propoſed to him 
ſeveral particulars for carrying on a great part of 
the Armenian trade to India and Perſia, and from 
a ves 12 85 thence 
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thence to Europe, by way of England, which will 
redound greatly to his majeſty's advantage in his 
cuſtoms, and to the increaſe of the Engliſh navi- 
gation, if the Armenian nation might obtain ſuch 
licence from this company as will give them en- 
couragement ſo to Alter and invert the ancient 
courſe of their trade to and from Europe. And 
we being always willing to increaſe and encourage 
the public trade and navigation of this kingdom, 
after a ſerious debate of all the propoſitions relat- 
ing to this affair, have thought fit to agree and 
reſolve as follows, via. V+ vo 

Firſt, That the Armenian nation ſhall now, and 
at all times hereafter, have equal ſhare and benefit 
of all indulgences this company have, or ſhall at 
any time hereafter grant, to any of their own ad- 
venturers or other Engliſh merchants whatſoever. 

Secondly, That they ſhall have free liberty at 
all times hereafter to paſs and repaſs to and from 
India, or any of the company's ſhips, on as ad- 
vantageous terms as any freeman whatſoever. 
Thirdly, That they ſhall have liberty to live in 
any of the company's cities, garriſons, or towns in 
India, and to buy, fell, and : purchaſe land or 
houſes, and . be capable of all civil offices and 
preferments, in the fame manner as if they were 
Engliſhmen born, and ſhall always have the free 
and undiſturbed liberty of the exerciſe of their 
own religion, And we hereby, declare, that we 
will not continue any governor: in our ſervice that 

ſhall in any kind diſturb or diſcountenance them 
in the full enjoyment. of all the privileges hereby 
granted to them; neither {hall they pay any other 
or greater duty in India than the company's fac- 
tors, or any other Engliſhman born, do or aught 
eee 572,94 ; ie 2075) 

Fourthly, That they may voyage from any of 
the company's garriſons to any other ports. ar 
places in India, the South ſeas, China, or the 
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permiſſive free ſhips allowed by the company, and 
may have liberty to trade to China, the Manillas, 
or any other ports or places within the limits of 
the company's charter, upon _ terms, duties 
and freight, with any free Engliſhman whatſoever. 
But whereas all perſons in England do pay for 
bullion. outwards two per cent. for freight and 
permiſſion, -and three 
diamends and other precious ſtones, it is hereby 
declared and agreed, that the Armenians ſhall pay 
three per cent. outwards for bullion, and two 
per cent. homewards for diamonds; for coral and 
amber beads they ſhall pay ſix per cent. for freight 
and permiſſion, and for coral, amber, raw cochi- 
neal, quickſilver, ſword blades, fire arms of all 
ſorts, haberdaſhery wares, iron of all forts, wrought 
or unwrought paper, all iorts of ſtationary wares, 
Engliſh looking or drinking-glaſſes, and for all 
forts of Norimberg wares and merchandizes, ten 
per cent. for permiſſion, and fix pounds per ton, 
freight. That all forts of leather Venetian wares 
and merchandizes may be ſhipt out permiſſion 
free, paying only ſix pounds per ton, freight. For 
all cloth or woollen manufactures, of what kinds 
or ſort ſoever, they ſhall pay twelve and a half per 
cent. in lieu of all charges whatſoever, excepting 
. only the freight and the company's cuſtoms in 
India For lead, ten per cent. permiſſion, and 
three pounds per ton freight. For proviſions of 
all ſorts, for eating and drinking, fix pounds per 
ton freight, but no permiſſion ; and for all ſorts of 
goods homeward bound, they ſhall pay in manner 
and form following; viz. - bY Ye1r 91444 yo 
For diamonds, pearls, rubies, all ſorts of pre- 
cious ſtones and ambergrieſe, two per cent. freight, 
and permiſſion as aforeſaid. For. muſk of any 
kind, fix per cent. for freight, and permiſſion. 
For pepper, one penny per pound, and for coffee 
Fal as; ten 


Manillas, in any of the company's hips; or any 


per cent. homewards for 
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during the company s indul for Th kinds 
of goods, and no longer, in what place ſoever 
loaden, thirteen per cent. for permiſſion, and. all 
other charges whatſoever over and above. the ſame 
freight as the company pay, and the cuſtoms here- 
after mentioned; viz. All goods outward and 
homeward-bound are to pay the co P, 
Eaſt Indies, five per cent. cuſtom on YT 
as per invoices: of the ſaid goods, whether they be 
laden from, or delivered i de. of the SPIKE. 's 
ports or places, or into 1 rts or places 
whatſoever, dere! * 4 "his 90 all 
bullion, diamonds, and recious ſtones, am- 
bergrieſe, musk, 2 prey ſilk. And it. is 
agreed, that the permiſſion money and freight for 
all goods outward- bound, to be paid in India as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be accounted for at eight and a 
half rupees per pound ſterling upon h porhecation 
of the sto the company in London; and we 
do declare, that for eaſe o accounts, che cuſtom 
due to the company in aft. India, is to be in- 
cluded together with the other charges; vix. 
freight and permiſſion, according to the premiſes, 
and all inſerted in age hens upon the reſpectiye 
bills of loading, w which um is always to be paid 
before the delivery of the io the perſons 
mentioned in the ad bills of Iaading, which is the 


true intent _ the hypothecation a pci. 
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That all goods which have once paid cuſtom, af 
not to pay any again, either upon importation or 
exportation of the ſaid goods to the place where 
they firſt paid it, or to any other port or place be- 
longing to us in the Eaſt- Indies. That every per- 

ſon that ſhall take paſſage on any of the company's 
ö ſhips, ſhall pay in Eaſt India twelve pounds 
q ſterling for his permiſſion outwards, at the 
rate of eight rupees and a half per pound 
"ſterling, and the like ſum to be paid here” for 
every perſon that ſhall take paſſage homeward, - 
beſides eight pounds per head for ſea-proviſions; 
which it is hereby agreed ſhall always be paid in 
London; and for ſuch perſons who ſmall board at 
the captain's table, they ſhall pay ten | 
to the captain for the ſame. But the ſervants ſhall 
be meſſed apart by themſelves, and always have 
the ſame allowances of ſhip proviſions as the offi- 
cers and ſeamen of the ſhip have, or ought to 
have. And it is alſo granted to the ſaid Armeni- 
'ans, that the paſſengers ſhall be allowed, both out 
and home, to carry with them their wearing 
clothes, furniture, and proviſions, not exceeding 
one quarter of a ton for each man, freight free. 
And whereas the ſaid Armenians have uſed to drive 

a great trade from India to Turky, over land by 
the way of "Perſia and Arabia, and are now de- 
firous to drive that whole trade by the way of 
England; It is hereby declared and agreed, that 
the faid Armenians have liberty to ſend upon any 
of the company's ſhips” for England, any forts of 
goods of Eaſt-India, conſigning them to the com- 

' pany by true invoices and bills of loading, and not 
otherwiſe, paying ten per cent; permiſſion on the 
value of the ſaid goods in London, beſides the 
ſame freight as we'ourſelves pay. Andd it is here- 
by declared, that the company have liberty to de- 
tain and keep in theit poſſeſſion all Tuch goods hs 
ſhall be conſigned unto them as afbfefaid, until 

| | they 
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ey have ſhipped them off upom Engliſh fhippir 
bound for. ms oo Venice, or "pb — and 4-984 
ſecurity, yet they ſhall not be landed in any other 
ports or places of Europe, exbept the place to 
which they ſhall+be conſigned, according as they 
ſnall be direted by the ſaid Armenian ' proprietors, 
or their agents. And laſtly, it is declared and 
agreed, that. notwithſtanding any thing aforeſaid, 
it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid company to 
reſerve and keep for their own uſe, any of the ſaid 
goods ſo intended for Turky, as aforeſaid, paying 
the proprietors one third part clear profit on the 
firſt coſt of the goods as aforefaid, all freight, 
charges, and diſburſements whatſoever, being 255 
deducted and fore · prized eight rupees in India, 
being in this caſe. to be accounted for one pound 
ſterling. In witneſs whereof, the governot, de- 
puty-governor, and. three of the committee of the 
laid company, have hereunto ſet their hands, and 
cauſed the lager ſeal of the ſaid company to be 
affixed this two and twentieth day of June, anno 
Domini, 1688, 'and in the fourth year of the reign 
of our ſovereign. lord James the Second, by the 
grace of God, king of England, Scotland, F n., 
and Ireland, defender of the faith, cc. 
| ( Signed 5 2 Winne 
Benjamin Bathurſt; governor, 
9 Joſia Child, deputy-governor. 
Worceſter. John Moore, George Boun. 
The governor and company of merchants: of 
London, trading into the Eaſt Indies, to all whom 
it may concern, fend greeting: Whereas Coja Pa- 
nous Kalendar, an Armenian.merchant of eminen- 
cy, and an inhabitant of Iſpahan in Perſia, hath 
taken great pains in making an agreement with the 
ſaid company, for a great — be carried on 
in Engliſh ſhipping, by himſelf and others of the 
Armenian nation; the ſaid governor and com 


in n do, by theſe preſentrar 


company, And pany 

elare, that they will neither trade in the 
modity themſelves, nor ſuffer any other * 
Engliſh, or ſtrangers, for the — to trade or 
zraffick in that commodity. Given under the com. 
pany's larger ſeal, as alſo under the hands af the 
Duurpar deputy · governor, and three of the com- 
Mittee of the ſaid company, this two· and twentieth 
day of June, anno Domini 1688, and in the fourth 
year of the reign of our 2 lord James the 
Second, by he: grace of God, king of England, 
por wy F rance, and Ireland, defender q the 


os hs x 

e 25 (Signed) 
Benjamin Bathurſt, governor, 
24 Joſia Child, deputy-governor. 
Worceſter. John Moore, George Boun. 
The governor and company of merchants of 
London, trading into the Eaſt Indies, to all to 
whom it may concern, ſend greeting: Whereas it 
hath been repreſented unto us that the Armenian 
nation have a great deſire to carry on a trade and 
commerce with our people in the Eaſt- Indies, we 
do, for the better encouragement of that nation, 
0 ſettle and cahabit in the ſeveral garriſons, Cities, 
and towns in the Eaft Indies, under our juriſdiction, 
by theſe preſents, declare, grant, and NE that 
- whenever forty or more "of the Armenian nation 
mall become inhabitants in any of the garriſons, 
cities, or towns belonging to the in the 
Eaſt · Indies, the ſaid Armenians ſnhall nat — 
and enjoy the free uſe and exerciſe of their. religion, 
- but there ſhall be alſo allotted to thema — of 
ground to erect a church thereon, far: the worſhip 


— ſervice of God iu· their own way, and. that. 2 
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will alſd at our own charge, cauſe a convenient 
church to be built of timber, which afterwards the 
ſaid Armenians may alter and build with ſtone, or 
other ſolid materials, to their own” gbod liking ; 
and the ſaid governor and company will alſo allow 
fifty pounds per annum, during the ſpace of ſeven 
years, for the maintenance of tuch prieſt or mini- 
ſter, as they ſhall chuſe to officiate therein. Given 
under the company's larger ſeal, as alſo under the 
hands of the governor and deputy-governor, and 
three of the committee of the ſaid company, this 
two and twentieth day of June, anno Domini 1688, 
and in the fourth year of the reign of our ſovereign 
lord James the Second, king of England, Scot- 
land, France, and Ireland, defender of the 
faith, &c, rs 
(Signed) _ 
Benjamin Bathurſt, governor, 
Joſia Child, deputy-governor, 
Worceſter, John Moore, George Boun. 
Your committee then proceeded to read part of 
the proceedings of the governor and council at 
Calcutta, at a conſultation held the 3d of March 
1766 at which were preſent Lord Clive, General 
Carnac, Harry Verelſt, Francis Sykes, Randolph 
Marriott, Hugh Watts, Claud Ruſſell. William 
Alderſey, T homas Kelfall, and Charles Floyer, 
Eſfqrs. viz, OVID | 

It appearing from undoubted authority, that 
one Coga Mockil, an Armenian, has filed in the 
mayor's court, a fictitious ſuit againſt Johanna 
Margat, an Armenian widow, merely with a view 
to evade the demands of the country government, 
with which ſhe has large accounts; and has there- 
fore taken refuge here without our knowledge, 
and as nothing is ſo difficult as to inveſtigate col- 
luſion of parties to the ſatisfaction ot law, the 
court may not have the power ot redreſs though 
-conyinced of the fact Agreed therefore to put a 
| | "I PET: ſtop 
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ſtop to practices ſo prejudicial to the company's 
affairs, as they muſt” neceſſarily interfere with the 
revenues, that the board interpoſe their authority, 
as preſident and council, and withdraw the com- 
pany's protection from both parties, turning the 
complainant immediately out of the ſettlement, 
and the defendant as ſoon as ſhe may be regularly 
releaſed from the ſheriff's cuſtody. 

Read alſo the 59th and Soth paragraphs of a 
jetter from the court of Eaſt-India directors to 
their preſident and council at Bengal, dated the 
4th of March 1767; viz. 

Paragraph 59. As to the colluſive ſuit you 
mention to be brought in the mayor's. court by 
Coja Mockil againſt Johanna Marcat, with a view 
to evade the demands of the country goyernment ; 
the charter impowers the mayor's court to enter- 
tain ſuits between natives, if the defendant does 
not object to the juriſdiction, and after judgment 


the plaintiff has a right to the common proceſs of 


the court, for obtaining ſatisfaction againſt the de- 


fendant's body or goods, and upon commencing 


every ſuit, if the plaintiff makes oath of his death, 
he may hold the defendant to bail, and in that 
caſe, where he is impriſoned for want of bail, or is 
taken in exccution after judgment, he muſt remain 
in cuſtody, as in ordinary caſes. Where no ſuit 
is depencing, and parties ſrek refuge in our ſet- 


tlements whe have defrauded the country govern- 


ment, you may, on a proper repreſentation, with- 
draw our protection, and ſuffer the country powers 
to apprehend and deal with them according to their 
own laws; but we are of opinion you have no 

right to baniſh any party plaintiff or defendant who 
may be guilty of theſe colluſions. If there is no 
debt really due from the defendant to the plaintiff, 
molt certainly the action or ſuit is an abule of the 
proceſs of the court, and the mayor's court may, 
as the courts of law and equity do here upon proof, 

e 0 
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of ſuch colluſion, impriſon the parties for a con- 
tempt of the court; but we know of no law that 
will juſtify a ſentence of baniſhment in caſes of 
this kind.” | 

Paragraph 60. *© The beſt method we can ad- 
viſe, as a means to prevent theſe colluſive ſuits, is, 
that the mayor's court do immediately publiſh a 
rule of practice to this effect; viz. That in every 
caſe where a ſuit is brought in that court by Indian 
againſt Indian, wherein the defendant is held to 
bail, it ſhall be fully ſpecified and fet forth in the 
plaintiff*s affidavit of the debt, where the ſame was 
contracted, the time when, and the nature of the 
debt, whether upon bond, note, or how otherwiſe, 
and for what conſideration, actually and bona fide, 
given or paid, and in every caſe where the cavſe of 
action is not ſworn to ariſe within the limits of the 
ſettlement of the mayor's court, ought to refuſe to 
iſſue proceſs for arreſting the defendant.” 

Mr. Verelſt was then called and asked, 

Q. What do you know with reſpect to the impri- 
ſonment of the Armenians, the caule of it, and by 
whoſe authority they were conhned ? ; 

A. I ſhould be very glad to give any account 
in my power to the committee of thole tranſactions, 
but as the petitioner Cojamaul, and Rafael, ano- 
ther Armenian, have commenced ſuits againſt me, 
both in chancery and the court of common . pleas, 
to which I have a defence, and don't doubt a tull 
Juſtification z and, as thoſe ſuits are now depend- 
ing, 1 am adviſed by my council not to anſwer be- 
fore this committee, matters which are the ſubject 
of thoſe ſuits. I therefore wiſh to decline anſwer- 


ing the queſtion, 
VION Mr. Bolts. 


Q. What time did you reſign the company's 
na; + ö 


A. I believe in November 1766. 


Q. When 


* 
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Q. When was it firſt notified to you by the go- 
ver nor and council, that you ſhould return to Eng- 
land? | 

A. A few months after I reſigned the ſervice; 
but while I was a magiſtrate of the mayor's court. 

Mr. Cojamaul. 

Q. After you had got the purwannah, and was 
in Shujah ul Dowla's country, did you do any 
buſineſs for Mr. Bolts ? 

A. I did no new buſineſs for Mr. Bolts after the 
date of that purwannah. 

Q. Whar buſineſs did you ? 

A. I gathered in ſome money for him, and ſold 
his remaining goods. 

Q. Do you know of Mr. Verelſt's applying in 
writing to the Nabob Mahomed Reza Khawn, at 
the requeſt of Cogee Melcomb, for him to pro- 
ceed to Patna, in order to receive his effects in 
Shujah Dowla's country, after your arfiyal in Cal- 
cutta? | | 

A. I know of no application. 

Mr. Bolts. 

Q. Was you forced out of the country? 

A. 1 was, by a party of 28 armed ſoldiers, by 
an order of Mr, Verelſt and the reſt of the council: 
I had refuſed to go. Captain Coxe came to me 
early in the morning of the 23d of September 1768 
—kept his guard at a diſtance—ſhewed me the 
order that he had from the governor and council, 
and told me that he muſt take me away if I did 
not conſent to go voluntarily—1 told him that 1 
did not conceive thoſe gentlemen had any right to 
lend me away—thar 1 had long been perſecure 
and that they had lang threatened it, but that I 
never thought they Son have dared to execute 


their threats ſent to my friends, and in about 
ten minutes there were 20 or 30 gentlemen al- 
ſembled. | 


1 pe- 
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J petitigned the captain for a little time to 
throw my books and my wife's cloaths into a couple 
of cheſts, and he was kind enough to grant me two 
hours, but then ſaid he could ſtay no longer with 
ſafety, I went into my wife's bed chamber to fee 
if ſhe bad ſent her things away, when the captain, 
and one of his ſepoys, came into the bed chamber 


and took me out by the ſhoulders; they marched 


me through the ſtreets to a boat that was prepared 
for me, in which they conducted me on board a 
floop- prepared for that purpoſe. —My wife tollow- 
ed /me afterwards.—]Jn that ſloop we were conduct- 
ed down the river, and kept ſeven days and nights 
under confinement in the ſloop, with the ſepoys at 


the cabin door. — When the ſhip Valentine was un- 


der way, we were taken out of that loop to ſea, 
and forcibly put on board the Valentine and 
brought to England. 

Q. When the firſt ſentence of baniſhment was 
pronounced againſt you, had you any intimation 
of your crime, or was you called before the gover- 
nor and coyncil that pronounced it to make any 
defence ? 

A. I had no intimation whatever, nor was ever 
called before them. 

Q. Do you remember when you received the 
firſt ſentence from the ſecretary of the governor 
and ſelect committee? 

A. I think it was in April 1767. 

Q. Did you ever know for what reaſon you was 
thus ſent home ? 

A. I never knew more than what was written 
in the paper delivered me as my ſentence, after 1 
was baniſhed in April 1767. 

The. ſaid paper was then ordered to be pro- 
guced, and was read as follows; viz. 

An extract from the proceedings of the ſelect com- 

mittee, dated the 18th of April 1767. 

„ That 
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« That Mr. William Bolts appears from many 
circumſtances to be deeply concerned in the con- 
ſpiracy to ruin Nobekiſſen's character and attempt 
his life, in which opinion the committee are con- 
firmed by his violent and declared reſentment to 
Nobekiſſen, by the ſhare he took in ſtirring up and 
inſtigating a proſecution againſt him in the Ze- 
mindary court, upon an imaginary and falſe accu- 
ſation, and particularly from his taking at this 
juncture, into his ſervice Ramnaut, a man who 
ſtands publicly convicted of perjury, with a view 
of forging and publiſhing farther aſperſions upon 
Nobekiſſen's character. 

That Mr, Bolts having upon this, and many 
other occaſions, endeavoured to draw an odium 
upon the adminiſtration, and to promote faction 
and diſcontent in the ſettlement, has rendered him- 
ſelf unworthy of any farther indulgence from the 
committee, and of the company's protection. 

That therefore he be directed to quit Bengal 
and proceed to Madraſs by the firſt ſnip that ſhall 
ſail for that preſidency in the month of July next, 
in order to take his paſſage from thence to Europe 
in September. A true extract. 

(Signed) 
« C. W. Boughton, 
& Aſſiſtant ſecret. to the S. committee.” 


Qi. Did you ever hear of any other reaſons ex- 
cept what are ſpecified in the above paper? 

A. I never heard of any, excepting that I had 
wrote a letter to Mr. Gentil, acquainting him with 
the parliamentary proceedings, which has been read 
—common, general news, 

Q. Did you never hear that one reaſon of your 
being ſent away, was, your evading ſigning the 
new covenants relative to the receiving of preſents ? 

A. I never heard of any ſuch reaſon. 

Q. Did you ſign the new covenants ? 
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A. I did not ſign them myfelf, but I did by 
my deputy, which was equally as valid, and which 
I always acknowledged to be ſo. 

Q. Why did you 1 ſign them yourſelf? 

A. Becauſe it was my pleaſure. 

Q. Did you ever give any other reaſon for not 
ſigning yourſelf ? 

A. I don't remember I ever did. 

Q. Who was the deputy that ſigned them for 
ou ? | 
r A. My own book keeper, in my name, and for 
me; lie was a native of the country. | 

Q. Did you not give as a reaſon for not ſigning 
the covenants; that you had taken an oath you 
never would? 

A. If I have it will appear upon the public re- 
cords. —I believe I did. 

Q. Did you enter into any new contracts or con- 
cerns in trade after you had reſigned the ſervice ? 
A. I did, becauſe J had a right to do it. 

Did you know any inſtance of any other 
perſon who had reſigned the ſervice of the company, 
forced out of the country in the mariner you was ? 

A. I know of none in the civil ſervice of the 
company, but I know of ſeveral gentlemen who 
had 4 in the military ſervice being ſeized and 
ordered for England, but 1 know of none that 
were ſeized ſo ſuddenly, and with ſo much vio- 
lence as | was. 

Q. Is it not uſual for civil ſervants to go when 
they receive notice? 

A. I never knew of any ſuch cuſtom among any 
of the civil ſervants, though I have known many 
inſtances of ſuch arbitary orders. | 

2 Have thoſe orders been obeyed? 

Sometimes they have, and ſometimes not. 

What is done with the civil ſervants when 
my do not obey ? OO 

A. I have not known of any civil ſervants * 


U 4 away 
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away by force—Sometimes their reſiding was diſ- 
penſed with; but I ſuppoſe they would have been 
lent away if they had not gone voluntarily. 

Q. Do you know of any, civil fervants going 
away when they were ordered? 

A. Tes. 

Q. When did that cuſtom begin of ordering 
people to be ſcized and ſent home by force? 

A. I never knew of any inſtance before 1765 or 
1766. 

'Q Did you ever know of any civil ſervants 
refuſing to go when the orders were not diſpenſed 
with ? | | 

A. I don't remember any of the civil covenant- 
ed ſervants of the company refuſing to go, but [ 
know of ſeveral Britiſh ſubjects being forced, upon 
ſuch orders, to ſcek that protection in the foreign 
ſettlements that they could not enjoy in their own. 

Q. Did you ever know of any Britiſh ſubjects, 
covenanted or not covenanted, who continued to 
relide in Calcutta after being ordered to quit, and 
that order not diſpenſed with? 

A. None in my time; but have heard of others 
in former times. 


Q. What inſtances have you heard of in for- 
mer times ? 

A. There was a gentleman named Cooke, and 
ſeveral others, whoſe names I don't recollet—Mr. 

C ke was in che co npany s civil ſervi e at Dacca, 
and, as | heard, diſmiſſed for embezzlement, and 
ordered home by the directors, but refuſed to go, 
and remained in the country the governor and 
council at that period did not think themſelves 
ſate to execute ſuch orders. 

Q. Were chere not orders repeatedly iſſued for 
two years for you to go away before you was 
forced away ? | | 85 

A. There were; but I always conſidered them 
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as illegal, and in my caſe, as particularly void in 
law, becauſe I was an alderman of the mayor's 
e 

Q. Was you an alderman of the mayor's court 


at the time the firſt order for your departure was 
iſſued ? 


A. I was. 


Q. Did you ever aſſign that as a reaſon to the 
' governor and council for not going? 

A. I never entered upon the legality of the or- 
ders with the governor and council—I don't re- 
member I aſſigned that as a reaſon. 

2. How long was it after you received your 

| ſentence of baniſhment, that you heard the objec- 
cion A” 1 you for not ſigning the covenants ? 

. The ſentence of baniſhment was dated in 

April 1767, and I firſt heard of the other charge 
concerning the covenants in September 1768. 


25 When this charge reſpecting the covenants 
was ſtated againſt you, did you offer to find ſecuri- 
ty to any perſon who ſhould alledge you was not 
equally bound by the deed of your clerk, done by 
your order, as if done by yourſelf, or to the com- 
pany to ſtand any proſecution for receipt of preſents 


while you was in the company's ſervice ? 
A. I did. 


Q. Was it ever alledged by any aka that you 
had received any preſents when in the company's 

ſervice, after the covenants were ordered to be 
ligned ? 


A. It never was alledged againſt me, either 
when in or out of the ſervice. 


Q. How long had you reſigned the ſervice be- 
fore September 1768 ? 


A. About two years, and I had ordered my 


clerk to ſign the covenants three years preceding 
that date. 


Q. Had or had not the governor and council 
direcked you to be diſmiſſed 2 the mayor's 


court 
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court before ſuck charge of not ſigning the cove: 
nants was ſuggeſted ? 

A. They had ordered me to be diſmiſſed. 

Q. What was the anſwet of the court in conſe- 
quence of that order ? 

A. That there was no legal vacancy in the court; 

Q. How long is it cuſtomary in the Eaſt-Indies 
to allow civil ſervants reſigning the privilege of the 
company's duſtuck ? 

A. Twelve months. 

Q. If moſt of the ſetvants who werit away up- 
on being ordered, would nor have naturally return- 
ed to their own country without ſuch orders? 

A. I believe they would all have returned. 

Q. Who were the agents you employed in thoſe 
concerns you entered into after your reſignation ? 

A. I had above 150; and amongſt others the 
two Armenians who have given evidence; but 
theſe were only employed in collecting outſtanding 
debts, and diſpoſing of goods and contracts which 
were on hand before my reſignation. 

Q. What ſettlements do you mean that ſeveral 
Britiſh ſubjects went to, to get that protection they 
were refuſed in their own ? 

A. The French, Dutch, Portugueſe, and Danes 
they employed themſelves in trade. 

What are their names? 

A. One named Duffield, another Byrne, ano- 
ther Burſlem, and ſeveral others WHOS names I 
cannot recollect. 

Q. Give an account of the nature of purwan- 
nahs, when they firſt took place, and what effects 
they are ſuppoſed to produce? 

A. Purwannahs of the nature of that which was 
produced to the committee, were never thought of 
till 1766. I, as well as all the native merchants I 
ever converſed with upon it, conſidered it as a ſcan- 
dalous regulation to monopolize trade, as may be 
underſtood from the very tenor of it, as it was ex- 
plained to the committee. V. Di 
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Q. Did it exempt from duties ? 

A. I never underſtood that it did. 

Q. What then was the effect of it? 

A. The ſele& committee had made an order in 
February 1766, which was renewed in October 
following, that none ſhould buy or ſell without 
theſe purwannahs ; and this purwannah was to give 
the committee's ſanction for trading? 

Q. What was the greateſt amount of duties 
payable on the ſpot upon goods in Bulwantſing's 
coun 

A. I know of no duties but thoſe which are 
paid upon the tranſportation of goods from one 
place to another, either by land or water in Bul- 
wantſing's country, except on piece goods, upon 
which a duty, or fee, called cutwally, is collec- 
ed on the ſpot ; and this cutwally is no more than 
the charge of a tacka (that is about the 25th part of 
a rupee) which the cutwal collects for fixing his 
ſeal at the corner of the piece ; all other duties are 


paid upon the tranſportation, for which a.duſtuck 


is requiſite. | | 
Your committee then proceeded to read the fol- 
lowing extracts from the proceedings of the ſelect 
committee at Bengal, held under dates the 22d and 
34ſt of October 1766 ; viz. 
9 Reſolved, | 
«©. That in future the trade of all Europeans 
whatever be confined to the articles ſpecified in the 
annexed liſt, and conſidered as returns to, or ex- 
ports from, the. preſidency and factories; and that 
no trade ſhall from henceforward be carried on 
from one Aurung to another, or from one part of 


* 


the interior country to another, in any of the ar- 
ticles contained in this liſt, or in any other articles 


whatſoever, on pain of confiſcation of the goods, 
to be appropriated at the pleaſure of this commit- 
tee, and forfeiture of the company's ſervice, or of 
free merchants indentures, or licence of the go- 
4 vernor 
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vernor and council, according as the treſpaſs ſhall 
be committed by perſons in or out of the com- 
pany's ſervice, | | 

« And it being now the intention of this Com- 
mittee to fulfil, in the moſt effectual manner, the 
honourable company's inſtructions reſpecting the 
inland trade, and to remove all cauſe of diſtur- 
bance and oppreſſion committed in the interior 
country, under ſanction of the Engliſh name. 

&« Reſolved, That in future all gomaſtahs, whe- 
ther employed on account of the company or of 
individuals, ſhall ſtrictly refrain from interfering 


in any matters that may tend to interrupt the - 


collections or diſturb the buſineſs of the govern- 
ment. | 

„That they ſhall ſcrupulouſly avoid taking 
cognizance of any diſputes or differences they may 
have with the country people, or aſſuming to 


. themſelves any degree of judicial authority. 


That in all ſuch points of difference and diſ- 
pute, whether with reſpect to trade or otherwiſe, 
they ſhall appeal firſt to the neareſt officer of the 
government, and in caſe of delay or refuſal of re- 
dreſs from him, they ſhall then lay their complaints 


before Mahomed Reza Khawn, or the reſident at 


the Durbar or the council or ſelect committee. 
That whoever ſhall be found deviating from 
the evident meaning and intent of this reſolution 
(a copy of which will be ſent to the reſident at the 
Durbar, and to Mahomed Reza Khawn), ſhall im- 


mediately forfeit their employmeats, and the com- 
pany's protection, and likewiſe be ſubject to ſuch 


farther puniſhment as the council or committee 
may think proper to inflict.” 

The committee then read a licence from the 
Rajah Bulwantfing, which was produced by Mr, 
Cojamaul, and proyed by-Gonyſhamdaſs ; viz. 


SEAL. 
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SEAL. Makarage Bulwantſing Bahadar. 
© Settlement of the farm of ſaltpetre of the 
province of Ghazipore, in the name of the favour- 
able friend Gregore, that is, the farm of the ſalt- 
petre of the ſaid province, for the ſum of 1201 
rupees for the year 1174 fuſſully according to the 
obligation of the before mentioned, having ſettled, 
and being given in his charge, it is neceſſary that 
the mentioned ſum, according to the eſtabliſhed 
payments of the Rebuliat, he ſhall pay into the 
treafury, and with eaſy mind he may employ him- 
ſelf in the buſineſs of the faid ſaltpetre farm; 'pleafe 
God there ſhall be no difference 1n this agreement : 

+ 1201 rupees for the year 1174 tuſfully. 

& Written on the 1ſt Shabaan 1174 fullah. 
Egntered in the Seah account book of the De- 
wan, the iſt Shabaan fuſſully 1174. 

« Entered in the Dewan Dutter the iſt Shabaan 
1174 fuſſully.“ 

Likewiſe a licence from the cutwal, or collector 
of Bulwantſing's duties, produced by Mr. Coja- 
maul, of the farm of the Ophium in Ghazipore, 
for the years 1766, 1767, tad * proved by 
Gonyſhamdaſs; viz. 

Agreement for the farms of the Ophium of 
the Sirear Ghazipore, that is, ſince the farm of 
the Ophium of the above Sircar, for the ſum of 
ſix thouſand and three Banaras rupees, for the 
whole of three years, from the beginning, of the 
year 1174 fuſſully to the end of 1176 fuſſully, ac- 
cording to the obligation of the favourable friend 
Cogee Gregore, having ſettled and being given, it 


is neceſſary that the mentioned ſum, according to 


the payments, year by year, he ſhall pay, and with 
ealy mind apply to the buſineſs ot the farm of 
Ophium, pleale God there ſhall be no difference, 
and other merchants ſhall not buy it. 
SEAL. Mahomed Zummun. 
« Dated the 12 th of the month Shabaan, 
the year 1174 fuſſully,” 
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General Smith being then called, the following 


Q. What do you know of the impriſonment of 
theſe three Armenians, what the cauſe of it, and 
by what authority they were confined ? 
A. I have a cauſe depending with the two Ar- 


menians, and yet I am willing to give the beſt ac- 


count I can to this committee, | 
Q. Do yon know of any general orders or re- 
gulations for reſtricting the trade of the Engliſh 


and their agents, in the * belonging to the 


King and Shujah Dowla 

A. 
Qi. Did you at any time hear any complaints 
made of the conduct of ſuch agents, by the King, 
Shujah Dowla, Bulwantſing, or others, and what 
were ſuch complaints? 

A. I have and they appear in my letter ehe 
ſelect committee of the ad of January 1768. 

The following extract from the ſaid letter was 
then read; viz, _ 
The Nabob repreſented to me the great in- 
conveniences which ariſe from the gomaſtahs and 


dependants of Engliſh gentlemen reſiding in his 


dominions, particularly at Garrackpoor, Mirza- 
poor, and in the Zemindary of Banaris and Gha- 
zipore, that he was extremely tender im exerting 
his authority over any of thoſe wha even aſſumed 
the Engliſh name; notwithſtanding, that. theſe 
people were guilty of many impoſitions and extor- 
tions on his ſubjects, as well as defrauding him of 
his duties; now, as he had received repeated aſ- 
ſurances from the preſidency, that no private trade 
ſhould be carried on in his dominions, ſo he re- 
* that I would not only exert my power to 
ree his country from the Armenians and natives of 
Bengal in the ſervice of individuals, but that I 
would alſo repreſent the ſame to you, ſo that effec- 
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tual means might be taken for their expulſion ; ſen- 
ſible of the juſtice of this repreſentation, I did not he- 
ſitate to aſſure him, that nothing was further from the 
deſign or approbation of the Engliſh Serdars ; that 1 
had heard our preſident made it a point, neither to 
grant duſtucks nor purwannahs into his excellency's 
dominions; that no conſideration whatſoever 
could induce the Engliſh chiefs to ſuffer the ad- 
vantages or emoluments of individuals to be a 
means of giving him the moſt diſtant cauſe of un- 
eaſineſs or concern I aſſured him of my ready 
concurrence in every meaſure to ſuppreſs this grow- 
ing evil, and would repreſent it in the ſtrongeſt 
manner to the committee, that effectual meaſures 
might be taken to remove it—deſired he would ap- 
pretend all thoſe who were guilty of any impoſi- 
tions in our name, Which ſe far from giving um- 
brage to the Engliſh Serdars, would be eſteemed a 


| favour conferred on us. I further added, that to 


convince his excellency how deſirous I was to ſtrike 
at the roqt of this evil, on my return to Allaha- 
bad, it ſhould be my care that the purwannah he 
himſelf had granted to Iſmael Beg, (one of his 
own ſubjects, ar the excluſive privilege of mak- 


ing ſaltpetre upon account of Engliſh gentlemen, 


and ypon condition that he furniſhed che Nabob 
with whateyer quantity he wanted at prime coſt) 
ſhould be returned, that he might be convinced 
no private advantages whatſoever could weigh with 
an Engliſhman, which might in the remoteſt de- 


oree affect the public. Che Nabob ſaid, in an- 


ſwer, that he eſteemed this as a freſh inſtance of 
attention and regard. 


«Ag 1 have been informed of theſe circum- 


ſtances, not only from the Nabob, but as Rajah 


Bulwantſing has alſo repreſented the late frequency 
of Engliſh duſtucks and Engliſh purwannahs, it 
is but roo apparent, notwithſtanding the reſolu- 
tions at the preſidency, that there is an abuſe 5 
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this matter; I do therefore moſt earneſtly recom. 
mend to the committee, that they will enter updn 
the moſt vigorous meaſures for entirely abollſhing 
a ſyſtem ſo fraught with pernicious conſequences, 
and which very ſyſtem had fo lately proved almoſt 
fatal to the company's welfare in Bengal. T have 
the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with great reſpect, 
„Gentlemen, 
c Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Richard Smith.“ 
* Head- quarters, near Kicrabad, Jan. 3, 1768.” 

Q. Do you know whether ſuch agents were 
made aka with ſuch orders for reſtraining 
trade, and did they pay obedience thereto ? 

A. There was a general publication of thoſe 
orders believe fome time in 1768, long after 
my letter, and which will appear upon the com- 
pany's books, — I think the publication was after 
my return to the board at Calcutta in April. 

Q. Did you know Cojamaul, an Armenian, or 
other Armenians, agents for Mr, Bolts, reſiding in 
thofe diſtricts? 

A. It was « impoſſible for me to know any go- 
maſtahs—1 don't recollect I knew him particu- 
larly—there were 500 Gomaſtahs. 

Did this meaſure of reſtrictive orders pro- 
ceed principally from the governor and N on 
the complaint of the princes ? 

A. I may ſay it originated from the ſubſtance 
of my letter above-mentioned. 

Q. When Shujah Dowla defired you to inform 
the governor and council of thpfe irregularities, 
what anſwer did the governor ave? 


General Smith then read the following extract of 
a letter which he received from Mr, Verelſt; viz. 
** Fort-William, January 31, 1768. 
* Nr, 
% have received your letters of the roth and 


20th of December, with returns of the army * 
the 
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the month of November, and of the 6th and gth 


inſtant, with the draughts of three furveys made 
in the Subah of Oud; as ſoon as the other two 
you! mentioned are copied, I ſhall be obliged to 
you fot them. 

It is with ſome aſtoniſhment, z as well as con- 
cerh; that I obſerve the repreſentations you have 


been pleaſed to make to the committee, in your 


letter to them of the 3 d inſtant, reſpecting the pri: 
vate trade carried on by Engliſh gomaſtahs in tle 
citcars of Ghazipore and Mirzapore, and other 
parts of the Nabob Shujah Dowla's dominions ; I 
therefore have-taken this method to acquaint you 
with my ſentiments thereon; for, notwithſtanding 
J am at all times determined to preſerve and ſup- 
port my prerogative in its due extent, and to en- 
deavour at conducting all affairs of a public nature 
to the belt of my abilities, upon what I eſteem the 
moſt ſteady, uniform. and ſolid plan, yet no dif- 
terence of opinion, in thoſe points, ſhall have any 
ſway with, me, when matters of private concern 
are under my conſideration. 

The orders of the company, and the reſolu- 
tions of the committee are poſitive, that no Pri: 
vate trade ſhall be carried on without theſe pro 
vinces, and the penalty to thoſe who ſhali didobey 
them, no leſs than diſmiſſion from the ſervice ; 


yet, it appears by your letter, that they are dit- 


obeyed, and that too, in ſuch a manner, as to ob- 


lige the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla to complain to 


you of the oppteſſions and extortions of Engliſh 
gomaſtahs, the truth of which was confirmed by 


Bulwantfing. 


. « You have expreſſed your apprehenſions of fa- 
tality to the company's n unlets the moſt 
vigorous meaſures be purſued * committee, 
© annihilate theſe complaints, fo fraught with per- 
nicious conſequenges ; and informed the commuttee 
of your having WMured 2 ul Dowla how de- 


{irous 


— 4 — 2 


( 306 ) 


ſirous you are to ſtrike at che root of this evil, an 
that it Thould be your care that the purwannah for 
an excluſive privitege to make falt petre on ac- 
, count of the Engliſh, granted to iſmael Beg, 
ſhould be returned. i TOY 
„Called upon, as the committee are, in this 
public manner, wete they to content themſelves 
with only recording your letter upon the face of 
their proceedings, the court of directors might 
very poſſibly conceive an idea of your attentive and 
faithful ſervices at their expence, or perhaps ſet 
cauſe to ſuſpect their diſintereſtedneſs and integrity; 
if, on the contraty, they ſecond your remonſtrance 
with that degree of vigour you tell them it ſhould, 
by relolving to detect and puniſh every aggreſſor, 
may not your name happen to ſtand recorded at the 
head of the liſt - you have particularized Iſmael 
Beg; ſhould they enquire by whom he has been 
employed, will it not be found that he was em- 
ployed by you—Employed, not only in carrying 
on a trade prohibited by the company, but even 
to raiſe that trade into a monopoly throughout 
the greateſt part of the dominions of our friend 
and ally. * 21 1 | 
% You fay, in your public letter, you have 
heard I made it a point neither to grant duſtucks 
nor purwannahs into Shujah ul Dowla's dominions; 
J imagined you had known it was a point eſta- 
\ bliſhed with me, and invariably adhered to-how- 
ever, Shujah ul Dowla having repeatedly written 
to me on this ſubject, on reading your letter I had 
my anſwers recorded on the committee proceed- 
ings, as well as my aſſurance of never having 
granted either duſtuck or purwannah beyond the 
provinces ſince my coming to the government, ex- 
cept for the baggage ot officers going to camp. 
However hardly you may have conceived of 
my conduct towards you on any public account, 
it is very far from me to wil you an injury, 
C:is vo and 


A 
and an the preſent otcaſion I am ſatry you have 
acted in ſo unguarded a manner. If any Engliſh 


gentlemen have. been led to extend their trade be- 


yond the provinces, and their gomaſtahs beet! cul- 
pable in their conduct, a repreſentation thereof to 
me ſhould immediately have removed every cauſe 
of complaint, and a private reprehenſion corrected 
the indifcretion of offenders, but your accuſation 
being public and general, thoſe who have tranſ- 
greſſed, muſt abide by the conſequences, 

144 Being: ferftble that the emoluments of your 
office are inadequate to your ſtation, you may re- 
member I reα⁰οmended your entering into trade 
which you might engage ſome of your friends to 
manage for you; how far you have declared your 
concern herein 1 Know nat, but it has been matter 
of general complaint, that the attention of moſt 
of the officers of the army has, of late, been 
taken up with commercial matters more than is 
conſiſtent with their duty; and when reprehended 
upon this head, they have not ſcrupled to quote 
the example of che commanding officer. As the 
very being of the company, in the preſent poſture 
of affairs, depends in great meaſure upon the ſtate 
of our atmy, I wiſh to ſet a ſtop put to a practice 
which may be productive, if ſuffered to go on, of 
ſuch dangerous conſequences, I would very gladly 
promote the intereſt of the army by all proper and 
reaſonable means, but not at the expence of the 
ſervice. . | * 

„It is probable you may ſuppoſe 1 have ex- 
preſſed myſelf with a degree of freedom in fome 
parts of this letter, but as it is obvious that my 
intentions are altogether friendly, 1 hope you will 
do me the juſtice ta believe me with great regard, 

(Signed) l. Verxeiſt.“ 
| Read alſo the following extracts from a letter 
written by Col. Richard Smith, in anſwer to the 
preſident Mr. Verelſt, as produced by the colonel; 
: X 2 dated 
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dated head quarters, at Meer Abſell's gardens nea 
Patna, the 8th of February 1768, viz.' 
Sir, | 

« T have this day received your jetter of the 
31ſt ult. the freedom with which you expreſſed 
your ſentiments, may be very readily admitted, 
ſince you profeſs your intentions to be altogether 
friendlyz I hope you will, in my turn, indulge me 
with the ſame liberty, ſince I ſhall deliver my 
thoughts with an equal degree of ſincerity. 

Marvel not, Sir, at my repreſentations to the 
ſele& committee concerning the proſecution of pri- 
vate trade in Shujah Dowla's dominions ; be aſ- 
{ured it is high time to remedy theſe grievances— 
ſuch complaints of oppreſſion had been made to 
me as were inſufferable; had I been treated by 
you in a manner due to my rank and character, 
you ſhould have been particularly adviſed of this 
and every other material circumſtarice that came to 
knowledge, but circumſtanced as I have been, it 
became neceſſary for me to confine my correſpon- 
dence to. the board, and this will account for my 
not writing you a private letter on this ſubject. 

am concerned you ſhould expreſs even a 
ſuppoſition, That ſhould the committee content 
themſelves with only recording my letter on the 
face ot their proceedings, the court of directors 
* may poſlibly conceive an idea of my attentive 
and faithful ſervices at the expence of the com- 
* mittee, or from my repreſentations ſee caule to 
ſuſpect their diſintereſtedneſs and integrity.” 

I could wiſh Mr. Verelſt, and all mankind, 


to believe that I am above aiming at applauſe at 


the expence of other men; for I think my own 
uniform conduct will ſecure to me that ' ſhare of 
approbation it may hereafter appear to have de- 
ſerved.  T wrote to the committee ſo ftrenuouſly 
from a firm hope that they would enter into ſuch 
eſtetual meaſures, as to > eradicate this growing 


evil, 
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evil, and hereafter you will be convinced I have 


not painted this grievance in ſtronger colours than 


the occaſion required. 

*+ You are pleaſed to write me, It has been 
* matter of general complaint, that the attention 
of moſt of the officers of the army has of late 
been taken up with commercial matters more 


prehended on this head, they have not ſcrupled 


JT IE od 


cer.* I could wiſh to be informed from whence 
theſe general complaints have been made: a ge- 
neral accuſation will fall of itſelf when unſup- 


ported by proofs; the conduct of the officers of 


that part of the army, which has been under my 
immediate inſpection, does not deſerve ſo ſevere a 
reflection, and the excellent ſtate of thoſe troops 
is the beſt proof of my aſſertion ; and, from the 
review which I have lately made of my regiment, 
and the few ſepoys remaining here of the ſecond 
brigade, it clearly appears to me that there has 
been no want of diligence in the commanding 
officer, nor of attention in thoſe of an inferior 
ſtation, As to the officers on the Purgannah 
eſtabliſhment, I know not how they conduct them - 
ielves: they appear to have no. military ſuperior 
whatſoever, That the very being of the company 
depends in great meaſure upon the ſtate of the 
army, is moſt certain; my ſentiments upon the 


preſent ſtate of it will hereafter appear; in the 


mean time, if you will be pleaſed to point out 
thoſe who have neglected their duty trom an at- 
tention to commercial affairs, or even thoſe who 
have been in any wiſe concerned in a mercantile 
fyſtem, I will aſſure you of my beſt endeavours to 
put a ſtop to this practice, which I by no means 
approve. 1e QUOTE i + | 1 y 
„ How fat, and by what inducements, en- 
gaged in commerce, L will now relate, — You mult 


remems 


than is conſiſtent with their duty, and when re- 


to quote the example of the commanding offi- 


rc ee. - —— —— 
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remember when I was ſworn a member of the 
council, the Duſtuck oath was tendered ta me: 
the whole board muſt remember I then declined 
taking that oath, becauſe I never had, nor ever 
intended to enter into any commercial ſchemes, 
as I conſidered commerce to be incompatible with 
my profeſſion, doubtleſs, you muſt allo remem- 
ber, that ſoon after this, you yourſelf obſerved to- 
me (and I. will ſuppoſe with a very friendly in- 
tention) that you thought I was wrong in giving 
up the greateſt, and indeed only advantage from 
my new appointment: I obſerved I did not wiſh 
to ſee any commerce whatſoever carried on by the 
officers of the army; and, although I was entitled 
to the privilege of a duſtuck, yet I did not chuſe 
to ſet the example; you replied, that General 
Carnac had been concerned in trade, which was 
carried on by yourſelf (I think you mentioned, but 
am not certain) or others on his account, and that 
you adviſed me to be concerned with Mr, Ruſſel, 
who would tranſact theſe affairs for me. 

„ I thanked you for your advice, and ſaid I 
would conſider of it; I reflected that my prede- 
ceſſor had received large emoluments from his ſta- 
tion, perhaps 30,000]. for two years, that the 
company's orders had taken away the only emolu- 
ment which I could expect to receive in their ſer- 
vice, and thereby reduced all my appointments to 
the ſcanty pittance of 7ool. per annum, beſides 
defraying my field expences; that neither the 
company at home, nor Lord Clive abroad, had 
made the leaſt proviſion for the commander in 
chief of the forces, Thus fituated, I thought 1 

might endeavour, with ſame degree of propriety, 
to cncreaſe my capital by a commercial ſyſtem 
carried on by a friend, who was a member of the 
board, and who was fo obliging as to take that 
trouble for me: of this you was informed, and 
toon after I rook the duſtuck oath; here then is 
Ky aye explained 
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explained. the cauſes and motives which induced 
me to engage in commerce; and now, you are to 
be informed how far I have engaged. in it.— Our 
firſt eſſax was in the purchaſe of your ſhare of the 
cargoes of cotton from Surat, at an advantage of 
fifty; thouſand rupees, upon the prime colt, by 
which purchaſe you will do me the juſtice to ſay 
I have not gained any advantage. My ſecond ad- 
venture was of ſundry. articles exported by the 
company. * bought at their ſales, for which, 
your duſtuck was granted to the limits of the pro- 
vinces; theſe articles were fold many months ſince, 
but not before I. diſcovered. that this commercial 
ſyſtem, if purſued, would ingroſs too much of my 
time fram more ny Occupations, I there- 
fore Foe all thoughts of proſecutin the} plan; 
and, as I had ſeveral gentlemen. of my Family who 
had merited' well both from the public and from 
me: Faun whom I wiſhed to ſerve, but 
wanted any other means of doing it; amongſt 
them I divided the profits of this adventure, as I 
pupae doing by whatever emolument may ariſe 
rom the advance of 25,000 rupees made on my 
account at the Arcung in Bengal. 
It only remains for me to treat of my third 
and laſt attempt, the n concern. You muſt 
remember that this article of commerce was men- 
tioned to you both by Mr, Ruſſell and me, when 
I was at Calcutta; you ſo far approved the 
{cheme, that at the deſire of Mr. Ruſſell you wrote 
a letter to Shujah Dowla, to requeſt he would 
grant that gentleman's gomaſtah the excluſive pri- 
vilege of Fr BHPEne in his dominions.— 


This letter Mr. Ruſſell incloſed ro me ; I received 


it at Monyhyr, when on my journey to Allahabad; 
and when the Nabob paid me a viſit on my ar- 
rival there, I delivered to him your letter, and 
ſeconded your requeſt ; at that time nothing was 


ſettled, but the Nabob deſired Iſmael Beg to 2 
* * * — * 4 1 „ $.\ mann 
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tend him to Fyſabad, for the adjuſtment of this 
matter. Some time after a purwannah was grant- 
ed to him, for an excluſive privilege of making 
ſaltpetre throughout the Nabob's dominions, upon 
condition that he ſupplied the Nabob with what- 
ever quantity he required at prime coſt, and as 
Iſmael Beg was recommended to this employment 


by me, you may ſuppoſe that Mr. Ruſſell and 


myſelf would have had the refuſal' of whatever 
quantity was made above that which the Nabob 


| ſhould require for his own uſe, and this to be de- 


livered at the Carumnaſſah. N 

* In conſequence of this purwannah, Iſmael 
Beg begun to make his engagement for the manu- 
facturing of ſaltpetre after the rains ſhould have 
ſubſided, but in the interim aroſe thoſe ſuſpicions 
of the duplicity of Shujah Dowla's conduct, the 
bare poſſibility of his meditating hoſtilities gave 
me the alarm; for being convinced how faithfully 
we had fulfilled our engagements to him, and re- 
flecting, that as he could have no juſt ground to 
alledge for a rupture with us, he muſt therefore 
ſeek a pretext to give ſome colouring to his own 
conduct, and it was not impoſſible but that ſuch 
a man might repreſent to the world, this purwan- 
nah, which was his own free grant, to have been 
obtained from him by improper ſolicitation; no 
ſooner did this ſuggeſtion ſtrike me, but I deſired 
Iſmael Beg to ſuſpend the commencement of his 
manufacture; and when I viſited the Nabob, you 
already know that a final ſtop was put to this af- 
fair, I have only to add, that I do not know of 
any faltpetre having been made under the ſanction 
of this purwannah, and I can affirm that not a 
fingle particle has been received—Here, Sir, 18 
the hiſtory of Iſmael Beg, and the ſaltpetre pur- 
wannah. 3 
And now, Sir, I cannot avoid teſtifying my 
extreme ſurprize at your query.—* If on the con- 
Cee) | « traby 


(* 3335 ) 
t trafy "they ſecond your remonſtrance with that 
degree of vigour you tell them it ſhould, by re- 
ſolving to detect and puniſh every aggreſſor, 
may not your name happen to 'ſtand recorded at 
the head of the liſt? Upon what part of my 
conduct, Sir, can you found ſuch a queſtion ? 
wherein have I acted differently from you? could 
I conceive the purchaſing of ſaltpetre in Shujah 
Dowla's dominions to be fundamentally wrong, 
when you yourſelf wrote to Shujah Dowla, in fa- 
vour of Mr. Ruſſell's gomaſtah ? could I conceive 
it to be a prohibited commerce, when you your- 
felf encouraged it? Could I imagine it contrary to 
the regulation of the ſelect committee, when you, 
who preſided in that committee, made uſe of your 
influence to introduce it? ES 
I little expected that you, Sir, would have 
been the perſon to ſuggeſt that Iſmael Beg was em- 
ployed to raiſe the ſaltpetre trade into a monopoly 
throughout the greateſt part of the Nabob's domi- 
nions; had Iſmael Beg in conſequence of the 
Nabob's grant, been the only manufacturer of 
ſaltpetre in his territories, he would have enjoyed 
that privilege, by the permiſſion of him, who alone 
had the Tight to grant it. We 


6 That you never granted duſtucks into the 


Nabob's dominions I moſt ſincerely believe, but I 
cannot conceive how it could remain unknown to 
you that they were granted by others; for I think 


there is an expreſs order of the committee, that all 
duſtucks or purwannahs ſhall be regiſtered, | and 


monthly returns made from the ſeveral factories to 


the cuſtom houſe at Calcutta, and the ſmalleſt re- 
| ference to thoſe: records would have ſhewn you, 


thar duſtucks had been frequently granted from 


Patna and Muxadavad, for every ſpecies of 


merchandize into the” Nabob Shujah | Dowlah's 
country, BY Der | HATE! 
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Senũble that my repreſentations to the board 
af the 3d ult. was e vpon the moſt mature de- 
liberation, and confident that no one action of 
mine ſtands in need of. concealment, however 
9 may be your exproſſions of concern upon 
gs yr te that I haus afted in an unguarded man- 

cannot admit of their propriety, ſince I ſee 
no = for their application. And in ne to 
your declaration, that no difference of opinion 

in public affairs ſhould have any ſway with you 
when matters of à private concern are under 

* yaur conſideration,” I can only ſay, that it is a 
worthy ſentiment, but it cannot have the ſmalleſt 
reference to me, as it is impoſſible for you as go- 
vernor of this ſettlement, with propriety, to coun- 
tenance, or for me as commander in chief, with 
conſiſtency, to be connected in any tranſaction 
which requires privacy on my part, or connivance 
on yours. 

How far I have ever engaged in mercantile 
affairs you have been fully talen and as I am 
above palliating an error in judgment, I will 
frankly: confeſs to you that it is the only part of 
my conduct which I cannot approve upon reflec, 
tion; not that I had any cauſe whatſoever to judge 
the tranſaction deſerving of cenſure in itſelf, but for 
an example it diſplays to others, who might nor 
reflect, that my being a member of the council ad- 
mitted me to privileges no other milit — 

could enjoy. — It is no ſixteen years ſince I 
a military commiſſion in this ſervice, and 27 is 
the man who can ſay lever had a commercial con- 
cern, until it was ſuggeſted to me by you? I was, 
however, ſoon convinced of my error, and as 
I renounced all thoughts of increaſing my fortune 
on mercantile principles; and, Sir, I dare appeal 
to you, and to the whole world, whether I have 
manifeſted the leaſt avidity for wealth, but on the 


2 the opportunities have had of acquiring 
a very 


(. 316. ) 


a very large fortune are notoriouſly known: it is 
equally known, that 1 bave oot availed myſelf in 
the ſmalleſt degree of thoſe opportunities, hut have 
preferred mediocrity and an unblemiſned teputa- 
tion. C/ / Ren Rk wer 

Phe time is now appruaching chen you will 
be fully informed what opinion I have conceived 
of your condutt towards me. My letter of yeſter- 


day's date to the ſelect committee, requeſted their 


permiſſion for me to return to the preſidency, that 
I might prepare for my embarkation to Europe. 
When cool reflection (hall baniſh haſty prejudice, 
when jealouſies and ſuſpicions can no longer be en- 
tertained, then perhaps it may appear that you 
have judged of me and my actions through a falſe 
medium, and conducted yourſelf accordingly. 
How much I endeavoured to obtain your con- 
fidence I will freely acknowledge, and it was be- 
cauſe I could foreſee that the welfare of the com- 
pany was very nearly intereſted in a good under- 
ſtanding between the governor and commander in 
chief, and the events of the laſt year have juſtified 
my opinion. How well you have adhered to the 
declarations you made to me in perfon, will ap- 
pear hereafter, in the mean time I have an honour 
to profeſs myſelf with great reſpect. 0 
(Signed) Richard Smith. 


Did Shujah Dowla iſſue the orders "OY the 


removal of the Armenian gomaſtahs in general 
from, his domivions ?. | . 


A. The orders were iſſued by the ſele& com : 
mirtee, but ſome months. prior to thoſe orders 


Sbujah Dow la had applied for à guard to take up 


ſome people at Banzras, as appears by a letter 
from Capt. Harper of the oth of January 1768; 
ennie , e 


To 


' ( 316) 
<< To Odlonel Richard Smith, commander in 
chief of the forces, | 
cc Sir, 281842 
4 The Nabob Shvjah Dowla has applied to me 
for a guard to apprehend. ſome people at Banazas, 
who, under pretence of being ſervants to Engliſh 
gentlemen, are committing all manner of diſtorb- 
- ances, I have not complied with his Excellency's 
requeſt, and wait your orders to know whether I 
may ſend the guard he deſires, or not. I have the 
honour to be with great reſpect, _ 
% Sir, 
2 Your moſt obedient, 
| 664.77 « humble ſervant, 
«© Camp near Fyſabad, (Signed) 
January 6, 1768. Gabriel Harper.“ 


Who were thoſe gentlemen ? 

"= There were ſo many, 1 cannot particularize 
them. 

Q. Did Shujah Dowla make any repreſentation 
to you againſt the gomaſtahs of the Engliſh pre- 
ceding January 1768 ? 

A. I think that is the firſt repreſentation that 
Shujah Dowla made to me in perſon, bur not the 
rſt that Bulwantſing made- 

Q. What was the date of Bulwantſing's firſt re- 
preſentation to you? 

A. I cannot charge my memory with the exact 
date - they were made in perſon, and by his Va- 
keels, but not in writing. 

Q. Did you acquaint the governor and council 
with thoſe repreſentations of Bulwantſing? 

A. I endeavoured to remedy them myſelf as 
commander. in chief of that province. I do not 
recollect 11 repreſentation to the council prior to 
the 3d of January. 

Q. Do you know of any mal. prafiices com- 
mitted by Cogee Gregore or Cogee Rafael ? 

5 8 A. 1 
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A. I don't know them perſonally. LANA 
Q. Had you ever any frei againſt 
them by name? 8 GY 
A. Many. © 8 ** 5 
Q. Pleaſe to ſtate them ? eum 


9 


A. Repreſentations from Bulwanifitgs, and. com- 


plaints from Shujah Dowla,” that they carried on a 
foreed trade in that countfy; without any kind of 
reſtraint, paying no duties, and without bbedience 


to the country government. 11 10 700 K 
Q. Were the repreſentatlons in \writing'? 23 39 
A. Not in writing 


Q. Was Bulwantſing*s® rep preſentation” again 
Rafael and Cogee Gregore by a name? 

A. I cannot particularly recollect, bot think 1 
remember the name of Rafael, dut believe they 
were comprehended in the general complaints 
againſt the Armenians. I knew them more by 
the name of Mr, Bolts's gomaſtahs than by any 
other name Mr. Bolts's W W e 
larly ſpecified. — 

Q. Do you recolle&;ghe names. of. any of Mr. 
Bolts's gomaſtahs ? 

A. No. 09040 ineo. 

Q. Was this converſation with 3 be- 
fore you went up to Illahabad ? | 


A. The firſt time was in 1 4767——there were many 
after, | 


T4.!$34-.9 


Q. Do you know by whom the Viziery rupees 


are coined, and what was the alloy? 

A. I never had any thing to do with any mint. 

Q. In what coin was the Mogul's ſtipend paid? 

H. I will anſwer that when the matter comes 
before the committee. , - 

Q. Did you ever receive a letter | from: Mr. 
Maddiſon, reſident at the Durbar, Farpella 
naming thoſe Armenians? | 1 

A. I never had any correſpondence with, him 

Q. Did 


, 


when he was reſident. 


. 
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1860 
2 Did you know Mr. Gentil ? 
did—be was a Frenchman, who: 0 
bs N. fabfiſtence from Shujah Dowa I apprebend 
he reſided there to acquire intelligence af the Eu- 
ropean ſettlements; he was much in his ur, 
but I believe held no oſtenſible oſſise. 
Q. Do you know of a.lerter from Mr. Bolts «0 
Mr. Gentil, which you tranſmitted 10 the n. 
mittee of Calcutta 2. 
A. A copy of it was fen e andl thought i jr 
of ſo extramdinary a nature, that 1 loeked upon it 
as my indiſpenſable duty to tranſmit it to the com- 
mittee —afterwards I obtained the original, which 


I alſo bang the committee. 

. you know of any reaunciation of the 
eigh article of the treaty "ahh Shujah Dowla, 
Kipulating a freedom in trade? 

A. I believe I do- ungerſtood that the noble 
lord Clive gave it up to que n have it 
only from hearlay, rx. 


. 


— 1 = e Mal, 1775 | 
Colonel BU RGOYNE in the chair 
= = E 8 E N T, 


© Mi. JOHNSTONE, | Six JOHN TURNER, 
Ms. FULLER, Mg. VANE 


M. EY, © Ma. SUTTON, 
Ma. RICE, Mx. ONGLEx. 


SIX Wu: MEREDITH, Ma. CORNEWALL. 


Me. Bolts produced nine purwannahs granted 
him by Shwjah Dowꝛla, relative to faltpetre, which 
were proved by Gonyſhamdafs, who laid they were 
ate ere in ſubſtance, only directed to di- 
ferent" le. 

iſt, To Futteh Ally Khawn, 

2d, «—-Rzjah Bulwantſing, 


3d, —Go- 


— 


11319 


3d, —Golaum Huſſon Rhawn, | 
Sch, —Rajah Bowany: 
6th, —Noor Mahomed 


tha _ | 
7th, —Heydarbeg Khan /n 5 


8th, — Ray Kerpadayal 457: 
| gth, —Ally Beg. Khan Pahadr. Ny 
The purport of the pprwarinahs were 8 


and read as followi z; jt--; «©: een hog 0 
« To the high in dj ; power- 
ful Meer Futteh Aly R g, he pro- 


tected. Upon the arrival of this purwarinah, the 
ſum of 3000 rupees, from yourſelf, having given 
to the ſalrpetre makers, and having. got the 1 
petre made ready and delivered Saſs , the 
gomaſtah of Mr. Bolts, and having taken a re- 
ceipt from him, ſend it to my preſence. Next 
time the ſaid ſum, according to the receipt, and 
this purwannah' ſhall be be credited 1 in the account of 


your farm. 
% Written on the 28th of 72 _- zilhaad, 


1180th, . of the PP. * 1767. ) 
| Signed * 5 


1 Bayer.” 


A "the wn. G 
| Iris ſeen, 


"San Padre Rafael being then, KO 
declared that he never was in the, territories of 
Bulwantſing as a gomaſtah that he had not ſold 
any thing in the year 1767 for Mr. Bolts at Fyſa- 
bad, where he was a ſervant to Shujah Vowhs, — 
had 3690 rupees a year. 

SGregore Cojamaul- likewiſe being Aveſtioned. 
declared, he never was at Shujah Dowla's court 
never was above Banaras ; and 2 Banaras 58 10 
miles from e 0 to Keno E. 
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General Smith. be 
From your knowledge of the county; af. you 
of opinion that the general orders for rb — 
gomaſtahs of che agli were proper or necef- 
fary ? 
A. The eproſenngriphf that T made do che coun- 


cil upon the 3d of January 1768, is very ſtrong, 


and very pointed, to that purpoſe 1 thought i it 
abſolutely neceſſary to recall them. 
Q. Was Captain oo Gl one of thoſe among 
whom you ſaid y tributed your profits of 
1 > oh l nag ENT 33) 12 FELT DES CHEM ee 
: tdim Harper Had ſerved me as an aid de 
camp A. Cap ſeeretary for two years, and he was one 
of choſe to whom the diſtribution was made. 
The committee then read part of the proceed- 
ings of the governor and council at Bengal, at a 
conſultation held the 3d of May 1904 5 as fok 
| | + Ss 
The board drew up the following general opi- 
> 

« Every ethos has been tried for carrying on 
the inland trade upon ſuch a footing as to prevent 
diſputes between our agents and the country go- 
yernment, or between one agent and another, and 
for deciding in a juſt and reaſonable manner ſuch 
as might unayoidably happen, Having experi- 
enced the obſtructions to which that trade would 
be liable, if the officers of the country govern- 
ment were admitted to any authority over the 
Engliſh agents, it was reſolved in conſultation the 
5th of March 1763, that the chief of the neareſt 
Engliſh factory ſhould finally determine all ſuch 
diſputes, and as the Rungpore, Dinagepore, and 


adjacent diſtricts, where a very conſiderable part 
of this inland trade centers, appeared to be too 


far removed from any of our factories to admit of 


tuch enquiry being made in a ſatisfactory end accu- 


rate manner; for this reaſon, principally, it was 
agreed 


* + 
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agreed that à ſbhior ſervarit Mould be appointed to 
reſide at Rungpore, who ſhould' have power to 


heat and determine all diſputes. 
. No ſooner is this refolution carried into prac- 
tice, than ſortie of the Engliſp agents complain as 
loudly of injuries ſuffered from the authority of 


the Engliſh reſident, as they did before of the 


Nabob's government. bo | 
Shall there then be no govertiment, no re- 
ſtraĩnt upon thoſe exceſſes, which either ignorance, 
paſſion, or ſelf-intereſt, may lead an Engliſh agent 
to commit in the country? This is really the caſe 
at prefent ; and although it is very certain that 
ſome of the gentlemen employed are of unexcep- 
tionable charafer, and whole good behaviour 
might be depended on, yet many there are of a 
contrary diſpoſition ; bur there need not many ar- 
guments to prove; that both the good and the bad 
ſhould be under ſome. Jaw; yet if we examine the 
caſe of the Engliſh agents up the country, we ſhall 
find they are under none. Our charter does not 
authorize our courts to take cognizance of any 
crimes they might commit in theſe parts; and it 
has been laid down as a fundamental principle, 
that the country government ſhall have no power 
of them. 5 

« We need not look further for the root of that 
licentiouſneſs which has produced ſuch innumerable 
complaints from the country government, and the 
inhabitants in thoſe parts where European agents 
have been ſent: it can now be no longer doubted, 
that many of thoſe complaints have been well- 


grounded, particularly in the article of , ſelling 


goods by force for more than the current marker 
price: a practice called in this country Barja or 

Guchairet. 8 | | 
All the power we can give the chiefs of our 
factories over theſe agents, will be very inſufficlent 
ro remedy this diſorder, ſince we have in reality 
1 none 
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none ourſelves, and therefore diſagreeable as it is, 
to deprive ſo many of our, nation of the benefits 
they now receive by being employed as agents in 
the country, yet it ſeems an unavoidable neceſſity, 
and for the ſake of the public tranquillity and wel- 
fare muſt be adopted, and the trade carried on for 
the future by black gomaſtahs, who may be tried 
and puniſhed by our court of zemindary, if they 
commit any exceſſes or acts of injuſtice, and that 
power delegated as far as ſhall appear neceſſary to 
the chiefs of the ſubordinate factories. = 

<« It will be objected by thoſe concerned in the 
inland trade, that gomaſtahs will be liable to be 
oppreſſed by the country government, who have 
taken and will take every opportunity of reſtrain- 
ing us from that trade which they regard as an in- 
novation; this objection we believe is very juſt, 
and we ſhall expect that many difficulties will be 
found in the beginning in carrying on this 
trade by gomaſtahs, but theſe we ok may be 
ſurmounted, by proper application to the Nabob 
and his officers ;, and, upon the whole, are of opi- 
nion that all private inconveniences muſt be ſub- 
mitted to, even, the riſk of-being entirely de- 
prived of the trade, rather than ſuffer the inhabi- 
tants of the country to be oped by an abuſe 
of the Engliſh name. 

« Tt is therefore the opinion of the board, and 
reſolved, that all the Europeans, Portugueze na- 
tives, and Armenian agents, which are now up 
the country, ſhall have notice given them to ſettle 
their concerns, ſo as to return to Calcutta by the 
30th of November next, and that after that time 
no European ſhall be permitted to go up the coun- 
try under any pretence whatſoever, or any. other 
agents be employed in our trade but Bengal na- 
tives.“ 

The committee alſo read the following g paragraphs 
of a letter from the court of directors to their pre- 


ſident 
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fident and council in Bengal, dated the 8th of Fe- 
bruary, 1764; vis | af, 
Paragraph 20. One grand ſource of the dif- 
putes, miſunderſtandings, and difficulties, which 
have occurred with the country government, ap- 
pears evidently to have taken its riſe from the un- 
warrantable and licentious manner of carrying on 
the private trade by the company's ſervants, their 
gomaſtahs, agents, and others, to the prejudice of 
the Shubab, both with reſpect to his authority and 
the revenues juſtly due to him, the diverting and 
taking from his natural ſubjects the trade in the in- 
Ind part of the country, to which neither we or 
any perſon whatſoever dependant upon us, or 
under our protection, have any manner of right, 
ard confequently endangering the company's very 
valuable privileges. In order therefore to remedy 
all theſe diſorders, we do hereby poſitively order 
r 
Paragraph 21. That from the receipt of this 
letter, a final and effectual end be forthwith put 
to the inland trade in falt, beetle nut, tobacco, 
and in all other articles whatſoever produced and 
conſumed in the country, and that all European and 
other agents or gomaſtahs, who have been concern- 
ed in ſuch trade, be immediately ordered down to 
Calcutta, and not ſuffered to return or be replaced 
as ſuch by any other perſons.“ TEN 
Paragraph 22, * That as our Phirmaund pri- 
vileges of being duty free, are certainly confined to 
the company's export and import trade only, you 


are to have recourſe to, and krep within the li- 
berty therein ſtipulated and given as nearly as pol- 


fibly can be done; but as by the connivance of the 
Bengal government and conſtant uſage, the com- 
pany's covenant ſervants have had the fame benefit 
as the company with reſpect to their export and 
import trade, we are willing they ſhould enjoy the , 
fame, and that duſtucks be granted gy $4 
33 38 W 2 Ws | 
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but herein the moſt effectual care is to; be taken 
that no exceſſes or abuſes are ſuffered upon any ac: 
count hatſoever, nor. duſtucks SANG to any 
others than, qur: [covenant 1 ju 75 aforeſaid, 
However,  notwithſt 12 any of qur, former. or- 


N 
s 
| 


ers, no writer is ta have the. benefit of a duſtuck 
until he has ſerved out his full time ig 4 years 
in that ſtation; free merchants and others are not 
intitled to, or to have the benefit of, the company 3 
duſtucks, but are to pay the uſual, duties“ 
Paragraph 23. 40 As no agents ar: gomaſtahs are 
to 0 on account of A but trade at any inland 
the country, all. buſineſs, on account of 
Rege . . trade, is to be carried on hy and 
through the means of the company's covenant. ſer- 
vants 4 at the, ſeveral ſubordinate. factories, 
as has been uſ 
Paragraph 24. We are under the neceſſity of 
giving the before-going orders, in order-to preſerve 
the tranquillity of the country, and harmony with 
the, Nabob, they are rather outlines than complete 
directions, which you are to add to, and improve 
upon, agreeably to the ſpirit of, and our meani 
in them, as may be neceſſary to anſwer the defired 
purpoſes : And if any perſon or perſans are guilty 
of a.contravention of them, be they whomſoever 
they may, if our own, ſervants, they are to be diſ- 
miſſed” the ſervice ; if others, the company's pro- 
tection is to be withdrawn, and you have. the li- 
berty of ſending them forthwith to England, if you 
judge the nature of the offence requires it. 
Read alſo the following paragraps of a ſe parate 
general letter from the court of directors of the. 
Eaſt-India company to their preſident, and council 
in Bengal, dated the a th of December 1765; viz. 
Paragraph 10. [Your deliberations. on the in- 
land trade have laid open to us a ſcene of moſt 
eruel oppreſſion, which is indeed exhibited at one 
view of the 1th article of the Nabob's complaints, 
men- 


J 


> 
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. thus in your conſultation of the 17th, of 
October 1764. 'The poor of this country, who uſed 
Always to deal in ſalt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, arg 
now deprived of their daily bread by the trade of tbe 
Europeans, whereby no kind of advantage accraes to 
the capa, and the government s revenues are greatly 
imured, We hall for the preſent obſerve to you, 
that every one of our ſervants .concerned in. this 
trade, has been guilty of a breach of his cove- 
nants, and a diſobedience to our orders. In your 
conſultations on the gd of May, we find amongſt 
the various extortionate practices, the moſt extra- 
ordinary one of Burjaut, or forcing the natives to 
buy goods beyond the market-price, which you 
there acknowledge to have been frequently prac- 
tiſed.” Was — S 
Paragraph 11. In your reſolution to prevent 
this practice, you determine to forbid it, but with 
ſuch care and diſcretion as not to affe#? the company's 
inveſtment, as you do not mean to invalidate the right 
derived to the company from their Phirmaund, which 
they have always beld over their weavers : As the 
company, are known to purchaſe their inveſtment 
by ready money only, we require a full explanation 
how this can affect them, or how it ever could 
have been practiſed in the purchaſe of their inveſt- 
ment, which the latter part of Mr. Johnſton's mi- 
nute entered on conſultation the 2 iſt of July 1764, 
inſinuates, for it would almoſt juſtify a ſuſpicion 
that the goods of our ſervants have been put 
off to the weavers, in part payment of the com- 
pany's inveſtment, therefore we dire& you to make 
a rigid ſcrutiny into this affair, that we may Know 
if any of our ſervants, or thoſe employed under 
them, have been guilty of ſuch a breach of truſt, 
that their names and all the circumſtances may be 
known to us. * 
Paragraph 12. We alſo order you to give us 
the particular inſtances which have confirmed you 
dne e 0 


* 
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in your opinion, that the Burjaut has been prac- 
tiſed, that we may know whoſe agents they were, and 
whether the agents who practiſed it, were counte- 
nanced and protected in it by their maſters,” _ 
Paragraph 13. Mr. Johnſtone's minute or 
conſultation the 21ſt of July 1764, cannot eſcape 
our notice, wherein he ſays, The ſupport of theſe, 
and our other privileges, in their full extent, againſt 
the uſurpation of the late Nabob, engage us in this un- 
happy-war, and after ſo many valuable lives loſt in the 
defence of them, I Hall ever be againſt parting with 
them, or hazarding the loſs of them without greater 
end better cauſe than bas yet appeared, and till after 
we have found by experience, that all other remedies 
are in vain.” r ie 
Paragraph 14. As the privileges here meant, 
rincipally relate to the unwarranted inland trade, 
in which our own ſervants have been ſo generally con- 
cerned greatly to the prejudice of the Company, 
by involving their affairs in diſtreſſes and difficul- 
ties, and manifeſtly injurious to the country go- 
vernment, of which every one of you cannot but be 
fully ſenfible; we ſay we cannot avoid taking no- 
tice of the ſaid opinion, as by it Mr. Johnſtone 
ſeems to perſevere in all events to prefer the private 
intereſt of individuals to the general good, ſo far 
as reſpects the ſaid inland trade, If Mr, Johnſtone 
continues in theſe ſentiments, as from the general 
tenor of his conduct we have too much reaſon to 
apprehend, he cannot but be looked upon as a 
dangerous ſervant; therefore, if he, or any other 
perſons ſhall perſiſt in carrying on a trade, which, 
as before obſerved, has been attended with ſo many 
bad conſequences, we would have him or them diſ- 
miſſed the Company's ſervice t. 
Paragraph 13. We ſhall ſay nothing further 
at preſent on the inland trade, till that important 
ſubject ſhall have been taken up by Lord Clive, 
and the gentlemen of the ſelect committee; only 
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to obſerve, that the regulation propoſed in conſul- 
ration, October 17, 1764, of confining the trade 
of our ſervants in the article of ſalt, to the capital 
cities of Patna, Dacca, and Murſhadabad, on pay- 
| ng the Nabob two and a half per cent. is a mani- 
teſt diſobedience of our orders of the Sth of Feb. 
then under your deliberation, which poſitively for- 
bid all trade in ſalt, beetle- nut, and tobacco; nor 
does it by any means obviate the objections ariſing 
from the diſtreſs of the poor, and the injury to his 
revenues; for, if you pay only two and a half per 
cent, and the country people twenty, or perhaps 
forty per cent. it is as much a monoply as ever.” , 
Paragraph 16. For other licenced trade we 
think jt neceſſary to eſtabliſh, that all trade to be 
carried on within the provinces where factories are 
eſtabliſhed, ſhall be carried on. by our ſervants at 
ſuch factories, and their agents only, who ſhall 
tranſact the buſineſs of our other ſervants, on re- 
ceiving the eſtabliſhed commiſſion ; and on any 
refuſal to accept ſuch commiſſion, or any tendency 
to monopolize, the ſervants of Calcutta, or other 
parts, are at liberty to ſend their own black go- 
maſtahs, who are nevertheleſs to be accountable 
for their conduct to the Company's ſervants within 
whoſe juriſdiction they reſide —All diſtricts not 
comprehended within the juriſdiction of each ſu- 
bordinate, ſhall be conſidered as within the juriſ- 
diction of che board of Calcutta.—That no duſtuckh 
ſhall be given but for articles of import and ex- 
port, as was formerly practiſed, and you are to 
fend us a lift of whatever falls under this deno- 
mination.” 5 5 | - 


1 


Read alſo part of the proceedings of the preſi- 
dent and ſelect committee at Bengal of che 14th of 
May, 41705, viz. | 4 % 
„The ſelect committee obſerving with regget 
the contempt {hewn for the poſitive and re 
orders of the governor and council for recalling 
free merchants reſiding vp the country. 
| : 40 


p : 


— 


< Reſolved, 


6326) 
* Reſolved, That the former orders on that 
head be now enforoed, and letters diſpatched to 


the chiefs of che ſeveral ſubordinates, requiring 


them, at the expiration of one month after notice 
given, to convey in ſafety to Calcutta all 'who re- 
fuſe to comply' with a meaſure ſo ſalutary to the 


Company, and neceſſary to the 1728 and good 


order of the country. 
. ''. Being informed alſo "yl a great ivinber" of 
Europeans, ſtragglers from ſhips, and others, who 
have no elaim from indentures to any ſhare of the 
Company's countenance or protection, are variou 
employed up the country, and diſperſed all over 
the Nabob's dominions, to the great prejudice of 
the Company, and moleſtation of the natives, 
«© Reſolved, They be W ſecured and 
brought to Calcutta 
„The committee finding ſome difficulty i in pro- 
curing an exact account of the names of ſuch Eu- 


peatis, 

Agreed, That the chiefs of the ſubordinate 
fabtorie be made acquainted with the reſolutions 
of the committee, and required to tranſmit, with- 
out delay, the moſt accurate liſts in their power of 
all Europeans not immediately in the Company's 
ſervice, who reſide in or about their reſpective 
diſtricts, 

Read alſo the following reſolution of the gover- 

nor and council of Bengal at a conſultation. held 
the 2oth of May, 1765, viz. 
„ Apreed and ordered, in conſequence of the 
proceedings of the committee laid before the board 
laſt counci] day, that public advertiſements be 
made, enforcing our orders already given, for the 
return of the Engliſh, Portugueze, and Armenian 
agents, employed in the different parts of the 
country, to the preſidency, and requiring all who- 
ever moſt ſtrictly to arrive by the 1ſt of Auguſt, 
and their conſtituents to give them dot notice ac- 
cordingly.” | 


Read | 
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622 
. Read alſo a leiter from the ſelect eammittes of 
Bengal. dated the 26th of July, 1766, accompas 
nying an advertiſement as tranſmitteu to Daeaa; 
and the reſt of the ſubordinates, as follows, vir. 
1 To John Cartier, Eſq. chief at Dacca. 
« Sir, 9 Fond 
*I am directed by the right hanourable the 
preſident and the members of the ſelect committee, 
to requeſt that you will order the accompanying 
advertiſement to be circulated among the ſeveral 
free merchants and other Europeans, reſiding in 
and about Daecca, as far as the. influence af the 
government and factory extends; and that you will 
procure: the moſt; exact account; in ydur power of 
their names and places of abode, Which you will 
pleaſe to tranſmit to the ſelect committee : before 
the expiration of the time ſpeciſied in the adver- 
tiſemement. I have the 8 to be, | 
odr. „Sir, 
* Your moſt; obedient humble ſervant, 
01:1 2: gol Signed) 
Fort William, Alex Campbell. 
* the 26th of July, 1765. e. 
« By order of the right honourable the pteſident 
and the members of the ſelect committee 

Public notice is hereby given that the liberty 
of reſiding up the country, lately granted to free 
merchants and others, for collecting and finally 
ſettling their concerns, will. poſitively» ceaſe, and 
the Company's protection be wholly withdrawn on 
the 2 iſt of October next, it being the abſolute de- 
termination of the ſelect committee not to extend 
their indulgence beyond that period, nor to ſuffer 
any violation of the Company's repeated orders for 
recalling: free merchants, ccc. 
<« It. is therefore to be, haped that ſuch public 
and early advertiſement of the intentions of the 
committee will prevent all perſons concerned from 
incurring the evil conſequences that may. 1 to 
| ws them 
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them and their conſtituents from a diſregard'to thig 
actual repeal of the Company's protection, or from 
a refractory behaviour and poſitive act of Wen 
dience to che honourable court * Fire | 

& Fort William,” - .- ! | 
* the 26th of July, 1765.” 

Read alſo a letter to the ſecretary of x the _ 
committee from Mr. Francis Hare, as follows, viz. ' 

To Alexander Campbell, Eq. ROT to 

the ſelect committee. 
« Sir, | 

In conſequence of your favour of hs * 
ultimo, 1 cauſed the advertiſement you incloſed to 
be circulated amongſt the free merchants reſiding 
n Patna: and Its diftricts, whoſe names are as 
allow : WY v1 PEN 


21; MNleſſrs. Bryan Scotney, | 
Joſeph Hare, 
| Alexander Jephſon, 
CARY William Hutchinſon, 
ohn Hutchinſon, 
George Lear, 
——— Barrow. - 

6 Mr. * Hare, who is in my employ at a 
place called Boggi, under the Subahdary of Patna, 
has alſo received notice to repair to Calcutta with- 
in the time limitted by the committee, 


J am, Sir, 
«© Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
(Signed) 354 
« Patna, Aug. 27, 1765. Francis Hare.” 


The committee then read part of the proceed- 


1ngs of the ſele& committee in Bengal, dated the 


5th October 1763, as follows: 
« Obſerving that our orders to the chiefs of the 
fubordinates to ſend liſts to the committee of all 


Europeans reſiding within their ſeveral diſtricts, 


who are not in the company's ſervice, have been 
neglected. 


4e Reſolved 


„ 2 tf wo . 
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oc Reſolved, That we now repeat the above or- 
ders, requiring them poſitively not only to ſend 
the moſt accurate liſts in their power, but the 
ſons themſelves to. Calcutta by the 2 iſt inſtant, at 
which time the company's protection will abſatorety 

ceaſe, and they muſt ſtand to all the conſequences 
of being left entirely in the Power . | the country 
government.” 

Read alſo the folicwiog letter 1 A. W. ſe- 
nior, to the preſident and ſelect committee, dated 
at Coſſimbuzar, the 23d Oct. 1765, viz. 

«* To the Right Hon. Lord Clive, Preſident, 

and Members, of the Select Committee. 

« 'My Lord and Gentlemen, 

] have been favoured with your 335 of the 

7th inſt. and ſhall pay due attention! to the un 
therein contained. 
1 Qſhould have e complies with our 
former directions, by ſending down a liſt of the 
European and other merchants under our protec- 
tion, reſiding within theſe diſtricts, but was not 
able to procure an exact one; however I have 
now encloſed a lift of ſuch as have come to my 
knowledge, and who have all had timely notice 
given of your orders; beſides theſe there are 
many Europeans, as well as Portugueze and Ar- 
menians, who refide at the city of Muxadavad, 
but I don't find they have any employ at all, and 
they appear to me to be rather under the N abob's 
protection than ours. 


| I lam, 
Coſſimbuzar, « My Lord and Gentlemen 
23d Oct, £765. - * Your moſt obedient, 


« Humble ſervant, 
& A. W. ſenior.” 


« A liſt of European agents and others under 
the Engliſh protection, reſiding at the following 
places, viz, 
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N. B. There are ſeveral fret 3 who 
do not come under the name of agents, but live 
entirely. with the: following gentlemen at their 
houſes as clerks, and have not, nor have had, any 
ether employ; 

Mr. William Walker—uith Mr. Jekyll, at 
Rucigpors. | 

Nr. James Dixon—with Mr. Goring, at Co. 
| 15 _ Whitb 
Mr. Sa y—with Mr. Wright, 
Coſſimbuzar.“ ts rem 
. And ag oma: then cloſed: the evidence 
upon the petition of the ſaid . Ceja- 
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